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THROUGH JOURNALISM
TRUTH

In a time when it feels 
like everyone is divided, 
The Mount Horeb Public 
Library invites the commu-
nity to come together during 
their new Disagree Better: 
Building Connection 
Across Difference initia-
tive. Designed to support 
constructive engagement, 
foster understanding, and 
build trust across diverse 

viewpoints, this multi-part 
program features guest 
speakers, discussion mod-
erator training, and delibera-
tion dinners which combine 
shared meals with guided 
conversations around mean-
ingful topics.  

In partnership with the Vil-
lage of Mount Horeb and the 
Mount Horeb Area School 
District, Disagree Bet-

ter strives to reach across 
generations, organizations 
and perspectives, with a goal 
of creating spaces and com-
munity  where members can 
engage with different ideas 
- and with each other - in a 
thoughtful way.  Rather than 
avoiding disagreement, the 
program encourages par-
ticipants to approach differ-
ences with curiosity, respect, 

and care. 
The series begins Tues-

day, March 9 at 6 p.m. at the 
Library with the program 
Communicating Across Po-
litical Divides: The Power of 
Talking Together. Join guest 
speaker Amber Wichowsky, 
Associate Professor of Pub-
lic Affairs and Leadership 
at the Lafollette School of 

RED HAT WINNERS!
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Rock 
stars
The place that was re-

cently dubbed “Wisconsin” 
is old. Really old. When 
people walk across this 
state’s farm fi elds, suburbs 
or cities, the ground beneath 
their mortal feet contains 
rocks that are more than 1.7 
billion years old. Long be-
fore the fi rst people and eons 
before the fi rst dinosaurs, 

continued on page 7

Disagree better

continued on page 5

Local initiative aims to eschew the vitriol and bring 
people together despite ideological differencesBy maTT GeIGer

Mount Horeb Mail

Life is 
sweet: 

By maTT GeIGer
Mount Horeb Mail

On Saint Patrick’s Day 
this year, Sugar Troll in 
Mount Horeb will celebrate 
fi ve years in operation. The 
store, which features a vast 
assortment of sweets from 
an array of times and places, 
from Japanese pocky to 
Swedish gummies to Italian 
gelato, will do so with new 
owners, Hana and Jason 

Sugar Troll 
has new 
owners

continued on page 9 Jason and Hana Ehlert are the new owners of Sugar Troll in downtown Mount Horeb. Photo by Matt Geiger. 

Wichowsky

Contact Lisa Kueter-Anderson 
for details:

        608-225-3738
        adsales12@fingerpub.com

YOUR BUSINESS, FRONT & CENTER.
Secure a monthly, full-color front 
page ad in the Mount Horeb Mail. 

Limited availability – reserve 
your spot today.



Mount Horeb’s downtown Drift-
less Historium (100 S 2nd St) invites 
students in grades K to 4 to their 
new “Hands-on History” afterschool 
workshops. Each session will be held 
on second Tuesdays through May and 
feature season-themed crafts with a 
historical twist!

Don your best green garb and join 
us on March 10 for an “Irish Adven-
ture.” Participants will explore the 
culture and history of Ireland, and hear 
about the Irish immigrants who helped 
shape the Mount Horeb area. Students 
will dabble in a mix of Irish traditions: 
they’ll create a Celtic knot (ancient 
symbol of eternity and interconnected-
ness), try their hand at fi nger weaving 
(in honor of the island country’s sea-
faring traditions), learn about Saint 
Patrick (patron saint of Ireland)—and 
more!

This, and every session, will wrap up 
with an exhibit scavenger hunt, so our 
young historians become comfortable 
with museum etiquette and familiar 
with the stories, people and places in 

their own hometown.
The workshops are planned and 

led by museum staff and experienced 
educators. Sessions run from 4:00 to 
5:30 p.m. and are absolutely free, due 
to a generous grant from the Mount 
Horeb Community Foundation. Capac-

ity is limited to just twenty students per 
month and registration is required.

For more information related to 
Hands-on History or to register for the 
March session, visit mthorebhistory.
org and search “Events,” or call 608-
437-6486.
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Some of the fi rst Irish families to settle in the area included Brennans, 
Browns, Cardens, Deneens, Howerys, Kellihers, McAuleys, Quigleys and 
Ryans. Their history was well represented in the 1986 parade celebrating 
our Village’s 125th anniversary. Photo courtesy Mount Horeb Area Histori-
cal Society.

In November 1943, in the 
skies over Nazi Germany, 
a wounded American tail 
gunner, Gene Moran, lay in 
the severed tail of his Fly-
ing Fortress bomber. The 
mangled wreckage plunged 
four miles toward German 
soil. His parachute shred-
ded by enemy fire, Gene 
awaited the inevitable. The 
cartwheeling tail section 
slammed into a forest and 
dumped Gene onto the cold 
ground. He was alive! Gene 
fell four miles without a 
parachute and survived. But 
his ordeal had just begun. 
Discover his incredible life 
story Thursday, March 5 at 
1pm at the Mount Horeb 
Public Library with author 
John Armbruster, who wrote 
the story of Moran’s life in 
his book Tailspin. 

For more than sixty years, 
Gene said little about one 
of the most extraordinary 
stories of World War II until 
he met the author, John 
Armbruster. John, a close 
friend of the Moran fam-
ily, initially refused to write 
Gene’s story. Twenty years 
removed from a journal-
ism degree and writing high 
school basketball stories for 

newspapers, John couldn’t 
imagine taking on such sig-
nifi cant work. But the author 
agreed to the project when 
one of Gene’s daughters told 
John, “He’ll do it, but only if 
you write it.” The journey of 
telling the story becomes a 
story itself. Tailspin  chroni-
cles Gene’s unbelievable 
World War II survival saga. 
It will also show an elderly 
man fi nally coming to terms 
with the cruelties of a war 
that would haunt his entire 
life. 

John Armbruster gradu-
ated from UW-Madison 
with degrees in journal-
ism and secondary educa-
tion. After a 30-year career 
teaching middle and high 
school social studies, John 
published his fi rst book Tail-
spin, the World War II story 
of a Wisconsin tail gunner 
and prisoner of war who fell 
four miles without a para-
chute and lived.

Books will be available 
to purchase. Armbruster 
will also display WWII ar-
tifacts and newspapers.  For 
more information about the 
library, its programs and ser-
vices, visit mhpl.org or call 
608-437-5021. 

Historium Takes Kids on an Irish 
Adventure with Free Workshop

John Armbruster, who wrote the story of Gene Mo-
ran’s life in his book, Tailspin. 

WWII SURVIVAL 
STORY TOLD AT 
LOCAL LIBRARY

Woman with Mount Horeb connection 
pens her debut romance novel

Two area residents – one 
of whom has Mount Horeb 
roots - recently penned their 
debut novel together, tell-
ing a cozy holiday romance 

inspired by the local com-
munity and the many things 
that make it special.

Jessica Aasve and Ashley 
Arn wrote “Love in Little 
Switzerland” together using 
the pen name Jessica Ashley. 
Aasve’s father, Lee Sherven, 
and her uncle and godfather 
Mark Sherven, are both 
from Mount Horeb, and her 
grandparents owned a farm 
here, where she spent time 
growing up. 

They said the book is in-

spired by the village’s win-
ter charm, traditions, and 
strong sense of community. 
The story highlights familiar 
local experiences, including 
the Christkindli Market, 
snowy winter nights, and 
community gathering places 
like The Alpine. Themes 
of fresh starts, belonging, 
and connection are woven 
throughout, drawing from 
the authors’ own lives.

“At its heart, this book is 
meant to feel like a warm es-

cape,” said Arn. “It’s a story 
people can curl up with dur-
ing the holidays or anytime 
they want something com-
forting and familiar.”

“This is our fi rst novel, 
but it’s sparked a creative 
partnership we hope to con-
tinue,” added Aasve. “New 
Glarus holds endless inspi-
ration, and if readers want 
more, we may just have 
other ideas for future novels 

They recently took the 
time to tell us more about 

By maTT GeIGer
Mount Horeb Mail

continued on page 9

PFLAG Mount Horeb 
continues monthly chapter 
meetings on Monday, March 
2 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in 
the Mount Horeb Public 
Library meeting room with 
guest Johanna Miller.

Johanna Miller is a li-
censed clinical social worker 
with experience providing 
individual, family, and group 
therapy, supervising behav-
ioral health clinicians, and 
supporting organizations 
and communities through 

t r a i n -
ing and 
program-
m a t i c 
change .  
Johanna 
s p e n t 
13 years 
v o l u n -
t e e r i n g 
with GLSEN Baltimore, 
where she provided work-
shops to youth and K-12 
staff with the goal of in-
creasing school safety and 

was recently certifi ed as a 
Trevor Project Trainer.  In 
addition to operating a pri-
vate practice, Johanna is 
Director of New Program 
Development and Clinical 
Training for Catholic Chari-
ties of Baltimore’s behav-
ioral health clinics, where 
she has used her knowledge 
to support the development 
of a more trauma-informed, 
L G B T Q + - r e s p o n s i v e 
agency.

Johanna will be joining 

the group via ZOOM and 
will speak the fi rst hour, with 
the second hour dedicated 
to confi dential support and 
sharing. Email pfl agmoho@
gmail.com to request the 
zoom link. 

This event is free and 
open to the public. The pro-
gram is made possible by a 
grant from the Mt. Horeb 
Community Foundation and 
is not a library sponsored 
event.  

Miller

Johanna Miller to speak with PFLAG
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140 Years Ago-
Mar. 3, 1886
Thos. Gordon lost a valu-

able horse last week.
The Harmony Band enliv-

ened matters at the rink on 
Friday evening last.

A rumor which has been 
going the rounds for some 
time is now beginning to as-
sume tangible shape, to the 
effect that we shall have a 
feed mill erected here before 
many months.

Chester Torgerson re-
cently had disposed of a lot 
of 26 hogs to Robert Mar-
tin, which averaged nearly 
400 pounds each. This is 
the finest bunch of porkers 
received in this market for 
some time.

130 Years Ago-
Feb. 27, 1896
Call at Dahlen’s harness 

shop for your harness this 
spring. A good assortment is 
now made up to supply the 
spring demand.

The whisker club has 
unceremoniously gone to 
pieces; there are but two or 
three steadfast remaining. 
Wonder if this is not a sign 
of an early spring.

The finest suit of clothes 
ever seen on the streets of 
Mount Horeb was worn 
by Mr. Ed. Bennington (a 
medicine show man). Made 
by our merchant tailor, L.H. 
Lewis.

The finest stock of goods 
in the country is to be found 
at N.C. Evans’ Family med-
icines. Every bottle war-

ranted. They will give you 
satisfaction.

A.C. Brader was here 
yesterday to have Kleven 
Brothers figure on a con-
tract to erect a building on 
the County Farm for person, 
afflicted with Leroy, there 
being now two cases under 
county care.

120 Years Ago-
Mar. 1, 1906
A son of Martin Nelson, 

saloonkeeper at Madison, 
confessed to having stolen 
a bag of gold containing 
a thousand dollars while 
acting as bank messenger. 
His father made good the 
amount and the lad has not 
been arrested.

The Coach Horse Asso-
ciation met last week and 
closed up the affairs of the 
company.

Chas. Lindstrom and 
Henry Anderson have been 
busy at work building the 
stone foundation wall for 
the new electric light plant. 
The work is being rapidly 
pushed.

Mr. and Mrs. Britton re-
turned Saturday to take 
charge of their hotel after a 
few month’s  absence, and 
by all appearances greatly 
refreshed. Mr. Britton’s eye-
sight has improved consider-
ably, which his many friends 
will be pleased to learn.

110 Years Ago-
Mar. 3, 1916
Ladies coats and suits 

with their refreshing new-
ness and springy appear-
ance are now being shown 
in our garment section. This 

is a surer sign than the first 
robin. A. Hoff Co.

A number of our citizens 
attended the automobile 
show at Madison last week.

A sound proof telephone 
booth was this week in-
stalled at the National Hotel 
for the convenience of the 
traveling public who use 
long distance lines, it is also 
used for local calls. Host 
Blakeslee has now about 
completed everything about 
the up-to-date Hostelry 
which comparison favorable 
with most city hotels.

Thursday evening Feb. 
24, our venerable friend 
Paul Sletto was called to the 
great sickness at the State 
Hospital, which terminated 
in pneumonia. The remains 
were brought here the fol-
lowing day and over Sunday 
the remains were permitted 
to rest over the Sabbath in 
the Peterson millinery par-
lors his former place of busi-
ness where many of Paul’s 
friends called to once more 
look upon his face.

100 Years Ago-
Feb. 26, 1926
Mrs. John Deneen is dan-

gerously sick with blood 
poison. She is about 50 and 
has raised 8 or 9 children.

The sale on the Forsmo 
farm went very good. Cows 
sold from $65 to $104 
apiece. Horses sold up to 
$157.

The Rev. Lavik, who 
for the past three years has 
served the Perry, Primrose 
and York congregations, 
handed over his resignations 
last Sunday.

L.M. Stuessey has bought 
100 big shocks of corn from 
Mrs. Mary Keleney.

We have learned from re-
liable sources that more than 

$4,300 has been subscribed 
from members of the Perry 
congregation for the Lu-
theran hospital at Madison. 
In Rev. Gunderson’s four 
congregations over $8,000 
has been subscribed for the 
same cause up to Christmas 
time and the work is not yet 
completed. Rev. Berkelo of 
Madison is the solicitor.

90 Years Ago-
Feb. 27, 1936
Mrs. Albert Lukken, 37, 

who was badly burned Fri-
day, Jan. 31, died Monday 
afternoon, Feb. 14. The inju-
ries causing her death were 
sustained when a kettle of 
oil caught fire in her home. 

Songbooks to be used at 
the Legion Auxiliary  meet-
ings have been donated by 
Miss Delia Mael, an auxil-
iary member. 

Edna Nygard, head nurse 
at the Buckner Hospital 
here, fell on the icy streets in 
Madison Monday and broke 
a vertebrae and one rib.

Hiram Skuldt under-
went an appendectomy at 
Madison General Hospital 
Wednesday. 

It happened! A packed 
house witnessed it. It was 
the first conference loss of 
the current season for the 
local cagers. A wild enthusi-
astic crowd cheered and ap-
plauded and sat with fingers 
crossed and tried many other 
Hoodo means of stimulat-
ing victory, but their efforts 
were in vain. The contest 
was furious from start to fin-
ish.

Protecting your Pastures 
from Grub Injury” will be 
one of the subjects talked 
over at a meeting of farmers 
Friday afternoon. the the Mt. 
Horeb Village Hall.

John DeWitt of Holland, 

Mich., has spent the las week 
in Barrneveld installing new 
hatching equipment for the 
Campbell hatchery. The 
hatchery has been moved to 
the building formerly used 
by the Badger-Brodhead 
Cheese Co. for cheese stor-
age. Next Wednesday and 
Thursday, brings MGM’s 
3rd dimension sound film 
sensation, “Audiospopiks” 
to the Strand in addition to 
Jack Benny in “It’s in the 
Air.” Here are some of the 
allusions effected by the 
new film wonder: mice nib-
ble on the end of your nose, 
dreams of seltzer spatter 
your shirt front, a baseball 
lands smack in your eye, 
skeletons chuck you under 
the chin, slide trombones 
whizz close to your cheek, 
lovely girls swing out of the 
screen!

I will be at the Mt. Horeb 
Bank on Saturday, Feb. 
29th, all day. Owing to the 
bad roads I have received 
very little of the taxes dur-
ing the month of February. I 
hope many will pay on the 
29th. Thomas Ayen, Trea-
surer, Town of Springdale.

80 Years Ago-
Feb. 28, 1946
Mr. and Mrs. Werner 

Ryser of Mount Horeb and 
Chicago had the pleasure 
of hearing Wednesday of 
last week that their daugh-
ter, Chermaine, has a movie 
contract waiting for her in 
Hollywood Calif., after she 
finishes high school. Cher-
maine was born on South 
Fifth St., Mount Horeb.

Fred Zweifel, Springdale, 
has purchased an addition of 
40 acres of land adjoining 
his farm from the M.O. Ko-
bbervig estate.

With jumps of 132 and 

147 feet, Rudy Retten-
mend won third place at 
the Westby Ski Tournament 
Sunday. 

60 Years Ago-
Feb. 24, 1966
Super Ball: Get the in-

credible bouncing ball that’s 
caught the nations fancy. 
You’ve seen it on TV. Has 
50,000 pounds of com-
pressed energy. Get yours 
today, just 49¢ with a $5 
purchase at Kalscheur’s 
Fine Foods.

After spending the past 
15 of their 16 years in 
Mount Horeb in offices 
over the Farmers Store (now 
Kalscheur’s) the Attorneys 
Cook and Kalbacken law 
firm has moved around the 
corner to the first floor new 
building at 119 Front Street 
owned by Clarence Laban-
sky.

20 Years Ago-
Mar. 2, 2006
Helen Bergey closed the 

door of her jewelry store at 
203 East Main Street for the 
last time in early 2005. Her 
granddaughter, Julie Bergey 
has polished the counters, 
restocked the cases and re-
opened the store as the third 
generation in the family 
business. 

Bryce Lawrence is the 
name chosen by Larry and 
Jamie Losenegger of Mount 
Horeb for their son born on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2006 at 
Meriter Hospital, Madison.

Harold “Junior” Cush-
man, 77, of Vermont Town-
ship, died on Thursday, Feb. 
23, 2006, at the home farm 
surrounded by his family. 
He was married to Marcella 
“Tootie” Forbes on Feb. 8, 
1956, in Dodgeville.

Gleanings
By Barb Johnson

Mount Horeb Mail

Student Musicians to Perform in the Annual Festival February 28
On Saturday, February 28, 

over 450 student musicians 
from grades 6-12 will par-
ticipate in the District Solo 
& Ensemble Festival at Mt. 
Horeb High School. The fes-
tival is the culminating event 
for this period of year, and 
most students choose to per-
form their finished product 
at the festival. The event is 
sponsored by the Wisconsin 
School Music Association 
(WSMA), which promotes 
school music statewide.

Students can participate 
in various configurations for 

their performances; they can 
choose to play in everything 
from solos to duets and trios 
to larger ensembles. Many 
students participate in more 
than one event; it is not un-
common for high school stu-
dents to participate in four 
or more events. 

Students perform their 
pieces for an adjudicator 
provided by WSMA; these 
adjudicators are experienced 
musicians, many of them 
current and retired music 
educators. After students 
perform, they work with the 

adjudicator on a few items 
and receive written feedback 
after the festival. Students 
also receive a rating based 
on their performance; unlike 
a competition festival, they 
receive ratings based on 
their performance against a 
set of standards. 

For students, the Solo & 
Ensemble unit is a chance to 
learn a lot about music, but it 
is also a favorite for students 
as they have a lot of freedom 
to choose what they want to 
perform and who they want 
to work with, for example, 

students have the opportu-
nity to try out new styles, 
sing in new languages, or 
work with a group of friends 
on a saxophone choir.

For teachers, the Solo & 
Ensemble unit is the only 
time of year where students 
perform more as individual 
musicians rather than the 
typical large ensemble set-
tings. Band teacher Kellen 
Dorner sees this as the time 
of year when students expe-
rience the most growth be-
cause each student must be 
self-reliant and individually 

accountable.
“You can’t look at your 

neighbor and match what 
they’re doing, since you are 
the only person playing that 
specific part in your trio. 
That kind of independence 
improves our entire pro-
gram, and gives students the 
skills needed to succeed in 
really amazing large group 
performances,” says Dorner.

The festival is also popu-
lar with the families and 
friends of the performers, as 
it is an excellent opportunity 
to see individuals perform 

up close. 
This annual event is spon-

sored by the Wisconsin 
School Music Association 
(WSMA), a leader in pro-
viding programs and ser-
vices that challenge youth to 
achieve excellence through 
music. 

Founded in 1932, WSMA 
is a non-profit, statewide as-
sociation serving more than 
3,500 music teachers and 
school administrators in the 
education of over 100,000 
students annually.

School District Selects C.D. Smith Construction for Mount Horeb Elementary School Project
The Board of Education 

took action February 16 
and the Mount Horeb Area 
School District (MHASD) 
announced its selection of 
C.D. Smith Construction as 
its general contracting part-
ner for the Mount Horeb El-
ementary School project. 

This project represents 
what the district called “an 
important milestone made 
possible by the strong sup-
port of the Mount Horeb 
community through the suc-
cessful passage of the school 
referendum. MHASD ex-

tends its sincere gratitude 
to community members 
for their engagement and 
trust in supporting facility 
improvements that directly 
benefit the community’s 
youngest learners and staff.”

The Mount Horeb El-
ementary School renovation 
will combine “existing first- 
and second-grade spaces 
with kindergarten areas, 
creating a more cohesive, 
safe, and developmentally 
appropriate learning envi-
ronment for the District’s 
youngest learners.” C.D. 

Smith Construction brings 
extensive experience in 
K-12 and higher education 
construction throughout 
Wisconsin, with more than 
$440 million in projects 
recently completed and an 
additional $159 million cur-
rently underway, according 
to the district.  

“To maximize efficiency 
and ensure responsible 
stewardship of taxpayer 
resources, the District part-
nered with Bray Architects 
and utilized a Design-Bid-
Build delivery model,” a 

district statement continued. 
“This approach is projected 
to generate approximately 
$4 million in savings com-

pared to original estimates. 
These savings will be rein-
vested into critical facility 
needs, including the replace-

ment of failed backup boil-
ers and other strategic 
cost-saving measures.”

There will be a Mount Horeb Village Board Trustee Candidate Forum on Saturday, 
March 14 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Cafeteria Commons at Mount Horeb High School. 
The event is being sponsored by Mount Horeb Rotary, The Mount Horeb Mail, and 
Cathy Scott, and coordinated with the League of Women Voters. Check back soon for 
more information. 

Village board candidate forum 
will take place March 14 
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The legend of the Force Warriors lives on...through you! 
In Video Game Design, students in K through 2nd grades 
will design their own Knights of the Rebellion, chart a 
course across the galaxy, and create their own epic duel with 
the infamous Dark Knight. Students will learn character de-
sign and creation along with coding basics and video game 
theory. Leave the class with their own video game creations! 
Every Thursday, 5 to 6 pm, March 5 through April 16. The 
class fee is $90 for residents and $100 for non-residents. The 
deadline to enroll is February 26.

Join Total Body Fitness! This class is designed to improve 
fi tness and overall health. Tone muscles while boosting your 
balance, fl exibility, endurance, and speed. Exercises can be 
modifi ed to accommodate all fi tness levels! The spring ses-
sion takes place at 6 pm on Mondays, March 9 through May 
4. The cost is $40 for residents and $50 for non-residents. 
The registration deadline is March 2.

Chess Class is starting soon! Open to beginners and ca-
sual players, this class teaches chess basics, strategy, and 
sportsmanship in a fun, relaxed setting. Grandmasters of 
Chess keeps chess students progressing through 60+ chess 

lessons and thousands of puzzles as well as guided games 
and in-class tournaments. This class is for K-5th graders 
every Wednesday, 4 to 5 pm, March 11 through May 22. 
The cost is $105 for residents and $115 for nonresidents and 
the deadline is March 4.

HOW TO REGISTER:  There are multiple ways to reg-
ister for programs and activities.

Online (go to https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/
mhrd)

In-person at 105 N. Grove Street
Place completed registration form (found on Rec Dept 

website) and payment in 24-hour drop box 
Email completed registration form (found on Rec Dept 

website) and payment to mhrec@mounthorebwi.info

UPCOMING 
REGISTRATION DEADLINES:
2/26: Video Game Design
3/2: Total Body Fitness Spring Session
3/4: Grandmasters of Chess Sess. 2
3/10: Water Exercise Sprig Session
3/30: Little Folk Art Studio

By Stan Hook
With just two weeks left to play in the second half of the 

season, the race for fi rst place is the tightest I believe it has 
ever been.  Five teams are currently tied for fi rst place after 
seven weeks of play.  Several of these teams will play each 
other over the next two weeks, which should help narrow the 
fi eld.  The fi rst of these important matches will take place 
this week between the Kleeman Hay Shakers and Kurniki’s 
Express.  At this point it is anyone’s guess who will win the 
second half.

One of the fi ve teams fi ghting for a fi rst-place fi nish is the 
J&M Bar River Rats.  After defeating the Viking Trolls by 
46 points, the J&M Bar River Rats, who held a fi rst-place 
spot through the fi rst four weeks of this half, before losing 
two matches in a row, have now struggled back to a share of 
fi rst place.  Tracy Funseth and Jimmy Gehin led the way for 
the River Rats, scoring 113 points on the Trolls.

The slow start by the Red Mouse Shuffl ers in the second 
half of the season hasn’t kept them from becoming one of 
the fi ve teams in the hunt for fi rst place.  The Shuffl ers stole 
31 head of cattle from the Norsk Cowboys.  The Shuffl ers 
led this match by as many as 45 points at one point.  The lost 
stock knocked the Cowboys out of sole possession of fi rst 
place and into a tie with four other teams.

Kurniki’s Pipe Benders, who lost to the Cowboys in the 
season’s fi rst half playoff match haven’t had the best of luck 
in the second half either.  Their 8-point loss to the Hay Shak-
ers virtually eliminated them from the hunt and propelled the 
Hay Shakers into the elite fi ve.

The Norsk Pranksters are also on the outside looking in 
but kept their hopes alive by knocking the wind out of the 
Red Mouse Uff-das.  Corey O’Hern and Tommy Schulen-
berg played a big part in the 27 point victory, scoring 115 
points for the Pranksters.  Uff-da’s Bruce Milestone and 

John Baumgartner did all they could to counter the attack of 
Corey and Tommy, but 112 points just wasn’t enough.

The last team to join the group of fi ve was Kurniki’s Ex-
press.  In their match with the Sportsman’s Cheese Eaters, 
engineers Dave Steinhauer and Ed Chancellor shoveled 118 
points into the boilers for this week’s high score.  Engineers 
Jim Boland and John Scheidegger heated their boiler to 112 
psi.  Cheese Eaters Jon Duerst and Brett Hoesly devoured 
just 82 lbs. of cheese for this week’s low score.  The Express 
ended last week’s journey 67 points ahead of the Cheese 
Eaters.

A homicide investigation 
is underway in the Village 
of Ridgeway after authori-
ties found a man dead 
inside his home there, ac-
cording to the Iowa County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce.

On February 12, 2026, 
at approximately 11:20 
a.m., the Ridgeway Mar-
shal’s Offi ce and an Iowa 
County Deputy responded 
to a residence on Collins 
Street in Ridgeway to con-
duct a welfare check. Upon 
arrival, deputies located 
a deceased adult male in-
side the home. Following 
further investigation, the 
death was determined to 
be a homicide.

The victim has been 
identifi ed as Todd Nech-
kash Sr., 62, of Ridgeway. 
Authorities said Nechkash 
was the homeowner and 
the only person living at 
the residence.

Investigators determined 
that Kelli R. Nechkash, 67, 
of Black Earth, Wisconsin, 
had prior contact with law 
enforcement the evening 
before Todd Nechkash was 
found deceased. On Febru-
ary 11, shortly after 11:00 
p.m., she was arrested in 
the Town of Mineral Point 
following a motor vehicle 
crash and taken into cus-
tody for Operating While 
Intoxicated – 6th Of-

fense. Those charges have 
been referred to the Iowa 
County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce.

As the homicide investi-
gation progressed and evi-
dence was gathered, Kelli 
Nechkash was identified 

as a suspect in Todd Nech-
kash’s death. On February 
16, 2026, she was formally 
arrested for First-Degree 
Intentional Homicide. She 
remains in custody at the 
Iowa County Jail and was 
scheduled to appear for a 
bond hearing, February 16, 
at the Iowa County Court-
house.

Todd and Kelli Nech-
kash are married but main-
tained separate residences.

Authorities stated there 
is no danger to the public, 
and the incident appears to 
be isolated. The investiga-
tion remains active and on-
going.

The sheriff’s office is 

asking anyone who ob-
served suspicious activity 
during the late afternoon 
or evening hours of Feb-
ruary 11, particularly in 
the area of Collins Street, 
to contact Iowa County 
Crime Stoppers at 608-
319-6703 or submit a tip 
through the sheriff’s offi ce 
mobile app. Residents and 
business owners with secu-
rity cameras in the area are 
encouraged to register their 
cameras through the app’s 
Crime Prevention tab.

The investigation is 
being led by the Iowa 
County Sheriff’s Office 
with assistance from the 
Ridgeway Marshal’s Of-

fice, the Wisconsin De-
partment of Criminal 
Investigation, the Wis-
consin State Crime Labo-
ratory, the Iowa County 
District Attorney’s Offi ce, 
and multiple local and state 
agencies.

In a statement, the sher-
iff’s offi ce extended con-
dolences to the family and 
friends of Todd Nechkash 
and acknowledged the im-
pact of the incident on the 
Ridgeway community. Ad-
ditional updates will be re-
leased through the sheriff’s 
office’s official channels 
as information becomes 
available.

Recreation Notes

Sugar River Euchre

Homicide

Authorities launch homicide investigation
 after dead body is discovered in Ridgeway

 Nechkash

Standings:
Norsk Cowboys 5-2

J&M Bar River Rats 5-2
Kleeman’s Hay Shakers 5-2

Kurniki’s Express 5-2
Red Mouse Shuffl ers 5-2

Norsk Pranksters 4-3
Kurniki’s Pipe Benders 3-4

Viking Trolls 2-5
Red Mouse Uff-Da 1-6

Sportsman’s Cheese Eaters 0-7

Schedule for Feb. 26th
Cheese Eaters at Shuffl ers (7:00)

Pranksters at Trolls (7:00)
Uff-da at River Rats (7:30)

Hay Shakers at Express (7:00)
Pipe Benders at Cowboys (7:00)

Each winner will receive a $30 gift certificate 
redeemable at any of the participating businesses.

Thank you to our sponsors and to everyone who 
participated in our contest!

Rhoda Hehn, BellevilleRhoda Hehn, Belleville
Bob Zantow, VeronaBob Zantow, Verona

Jackie Coyle, Cross PlainsJackie Coyle, Cross Plains

www.mounthorebmail.com

CongratulationsCongratulations
to the winners of ourto the winners of our

Valentine’s Day Valentine’s Day 
Giveaway!Giveaway!
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By the late 1950s, Mount 
Horeb and the surrounding 
Driftless area was entering 
an economic transition with 
small farms, slowly at first, 
becoming less predominant 
on the landscape. Cheese 
factories were still evident, 
but the curious, and wonder-
fully elongated, buildings 
with their large, shiny, bur-
nished copper kettles catch-
ing glimmers of sunlight 
were transitioning to home-
steads. Believe it or not, one 
room school houses could 
still be found in the area 
until the 1960s. But they too 
were beginning to close as 
“consolidation” became the 
new buzzword in education 
pedagogy.

While change was com-
ing to the public schools, my 
high school graduating class 
of 1961 was still small, 75 
in number, and the majority 
of my peers were bussed in 
from rural farms. So why 
would several of us explore 
and, eventually, live inter-
nationally for decades? Yes, 
we were rural and small, 
but we were certainly not 
provincial. The mysterious, 
limestone walled, steep val-
leys of the Driftless were a 
beckoning call to outsiders. 
In fact, the declining use of 
small dairy farms provided 
a ready-made residence for 
newcomers seeking “back-
to-the land” lifestyles, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin faculty 
with worldwide reputations, 
related researchers, writers 
and artists, and many others. 
Besides the excellent local 
teachers, the high school 
also attracted a few unique 
educators, often the spouses 
of graduate students at the 
UW.

All of this provided 
us with a window on the 
world. Croatian born art-
ist, Marko Spalatin, turned 
an old school house in 
Blue Mounds into his stu-
dio where he created silk 
screen works that have been 
displayed internationally; 
world renowned Danish 
born UW harpsichord mu-
sician and scholar, Gunnar 
Johansen (featured in Time 
Magazine), built his own 
house and recording studio 
north of the mounds; Marie 
Teresa Ríos, a writer best 
known for her 1965 book, 

“The Fifteenth Pelican” (be-
came the basis for the TV 
sitcom “The Flying Nun”), 
lived north of town on 
Highway 78; Jane Farwell, 
creator of “Folklore Vil-
lage,” brought international 
folk dancing and music to 
the Mount Horeb school 
during winter vacations. I 
was lucky enough to meet 
several of these people; I 
worked as a printmaker’s 
assistant with Spalatin, was 
invited to dinner with the 
Johansen’s and, by chance, 
ended up at the high school 
gym and dancing with peo-
ple from around the country.

One idea that truly broad-
ened our “window on the 
world” was the Peace Corps, 
originally proposed in the 
1950s by our own Wiscon-
sin Representative, Henry 
Ruess. However, it was 
slow in coming until Ken-
nedy promoted the volun-
teer corps during his 1960 
presidential campaign, pos-
sibly mentioning it during 
his campaign stop in Mount 
Horeb. The first groups of 
volunteers began training in 
June 1961, just as my class-
mates and I were graduating 
from high school. The idea 
was so widely promoted in 
colleges that those attend-
ing were well aware of the 
Peace Corps! 

Norm Thomson was the 
first of my cohort not just 
to volunteer, but to “go na-
tive” following his gradu-
ation from Milton College. 
He headed to Uganda after 

which, in an unusual twist, 
he completed a second 
Corps term in Kenya. No 
doubt his parents, John and 
Olive, well-known UW bi-
ologists, were part of the 
stimulus (the UW has con-
sistently sent some of the 
largest numbers of Peace 
Corps volunteers overseas 
with 3,074 alumni having 
served since 1961). After 
his Peace Corps stints, he 
remained in Africa due to 
opportunity to teach biology 
at St. Partrick High School, 
in Iten, in the Rift Valley 
of Kenya. He gathered lab 
equipment, created cur-
riculum, taught science, and 
encouraged his students to 
seek high education world-
wide. He also coached track 
(having been on the track 
team in Mt. Horeb) and led 
many of his students to in-
ternational competition and 
even the Olympics. 

Peg Henze’s father was 
co-owner of Kessner-Henze 
Cheese Company on South 
2nd Street. He had lived in 
New York City for several 
years where he met Peg’s 
mother, Madaline, so they 
were both rather cosmopoli-
tan. When asked about her 
love of things international, 
she exuberantly describes 
her favorite children’s book 
series, My Book House, 
a treasured gift from her 

mother which tells stories of 
kids growing up, primarily, 
in Europe. At the UW Madi-
son, Peg lived in the French 
House which further opened 
her eyes to the world. Flo-
rian, her future husband 
had come to Madison from 
France on a Fulbright Fel-
lowship to study economics. 
They met in 1961 and were 
married in 1964, her senior 
year, just prior to Florian’s 
return home to serve in the 
French Army. Interestingly, 
before he left, he was teach-
ing French to future US 
Peace Corps workers. Peg 
reports she knew all about 
Kennedy’s Peace Corps and 
was attracted primarily to 
its humanitarian goals. She 
would have volunteered had 
she not gotten married.

Dennis Lienau selected 
a religious school affiliated 
with the Evangelical Lu-
therans, Midland College, 
in Nebraska. His parents op-
erated the Gamble-Skogmo 
Hardware on Main Street 
in Mount Horeb. While at 
Midland, Dennis joined the 
civil rights activists rid-
ing interstate buses into the 
segregated South to chal-
lenge the non-enforcement 
of Supreme Court decisions 
that ruled segregation was 
unconstitutional. Another 
classmate, Jim Lund, did the 
same. After college, Den-

nis volunteered in the Peace 
Corps and was sent to Thai-
land. Post Peace Corps he 
obtained a graduate degree 
at the University of Hawaii, 
then moved to Indonesia. 
There he became a teacher 
and administrator at the Ja-
karta International School 
where he remained for over 
a decade. 

And how did these three 
fare? Norm spent many 
years in Kenya where a 
Thomson Education Fund 
has been established with 
a national biology contest 
for all high school stu-
dents. He returned to the 
US, completed his PhD in 
biology from UW Madison 
and taught at the Univer-
sity of Georgia. There he 
published a large number of 
papers (often linked to Louis 
Leakey’s paleontology work 
in the Rift Valley) and was 
honored with several univer-
sity-wide teaching awards. 
He also directed the Uni-
versity of Georgia’s Kenya 
Study Abroad Program. 
Norm died from melanoma 
at age 70, in 2013. He is sur-
vived by his spouse, Rose 
Jepkorir Chepyator-Thom-
son, and three sons. Dennis 
married Sri Setyanings and 
has three daughters. After 
decades in Indonesia, he re-
turned to Virginia and now 
teaches history part time. 

Peg has outlasted them 
all and continues to live in 
France for over 60 years. 
She has three children, and 
numerous grandchildren. 
Regrets? “None, really, al-
though I do miss the snow, 
especially around Christ-
mas.” But she also states, 
“mentally, I live on two 
continents!” She often visits 
family and friends in the US, 
plus, she has been fortunate 
to keep and ride several be-
loved horses at her home in 
France, a special love since 
her Mount Horeb childhood. 
And she adds, “My life is 
filled with many friends. I 
feel very engaged and happy 
here in southern France.” 

Looking into a crystal ball 
in 1961 and asking who of 

this small graduating class 
might spend decades living 
overseas, these same indi-
viduals might have come to 
mind. Why? Their level of 
involvement in the commu-
nity and high school might 
be the giveaway. All three 
were in the National Honor 
Society, participated in mul-
tiple plays, wrote for the stu-
dent newspaper, starred in 
forensics and eagerly joined 
the chorus, orchestra, and 
dance band. Peg recalls they 
“were politically active and 
the three of them, as high 
school juniors, wrote a po-
litical piece which appeared 
in a Madison newspaper.” 

All three were curious, 
bright go-getters. But so 
were others, so no doubt 
there were a variety of fac-
tors, including having fami-
lies that were open to the 
world, or “worldly,” if you 
will. According to Peg, all 
three definitely wanted to 
be humanitarians, perhaps 
embracing the Peace Corps’ 
goals: To help the people of 
interested countries in meet-
ing their need for trained 
workers, and, to help pro-
mote a better understanding 
of other peoples on the part 
of Americans. 

Then there is the unpre-
dictable variable of love, 
perhaps the true key to their 
decisions as they all mar-
ried spouses from their ad-
opted countries. The heart, 
unbothered by borders, re-
members what the passport 
forgets. Or perhaps better 
said by the Roman poet Vir-
gil,  “Love conquers all; let 
us too yield to love.”

Village Vignette
A window on the world

Norm Thomson looks on as his spouse Dr. Rose Jepkorir Chepyator receives a sports 
ward in Nairobi Kenya. She was a member of the Kenyan national team for the 1980 
Olympic Games in Moscow. Currently a Professor at the University of Georgia, she 
has appeared on PBS and ABC news. 

Consider this alternative...
Single Premium Deferred Annuity

No Stock Market Risk
4.00% guaranteed for 1 year-
4.25% guaranteed for 2 years
5.00% guaranteed for 3 years 
5.25% guaranteed for 5 years
$10,000 Minimum ($5,000 minimum for IRAs)
Monthly interest income or tax deferred option

The Investment Center
at

Farmers Savings Bank 
305 Doty St., Mineral Point, WI  53565

608-987-5020 or 608-987-5024
Underwritten by ELCO Mutual Life & Annuity. Rates subject to change.

Not a deposit. Not FDIC-insured. Not insured by any federal government 
agency. Not guaranteed by the institution. May go down in value.

Public Affairs, for an evening covering the latest research 
on civil discourse initiatives, as well as best practices and 
methods of public engagement. Following the public talk, 
participants will have the opportunity to brainstorm and dis-
cuss ways to apply these insights in our own community.

More program dates, speakers, and registration details 
will be announced soon. For more information, visit www.
mhpl.org or call Melissa Roelli at  608-437-5021. 

DISAGREE
continued from page 1

By Laurence Kruckman
Village Vignette
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SkillsUSA Wisconsin, a 
partnership of students, 
teachers, and industry rep-
resentatives working to-
gether to ensure America 
has a skilled workforce, an-
nounced the results of its re-
gional competition held on 
Friday, January 30, at UW-
Platteville in Platteville, WI. 

3-D Printing & Design 
(High School)

First Place: Chet Davis, 
Germantown High School

Second Place: Linnea Ja-
cobson, River Valley High 
School

Third Place Mason 
Neuenschwander, Cam-
bridge High School

3-D Printing & Design 
(Middle School)

First Place: Peleus Parker, 
Waunakee Middle School

Second Place: Allie Riley, 
Barneveld Middle School

Third Place: Arwen Val-
cheff, Barneveld Middle 
School

Carpentry
First Place: Logan Fer-

guson, New Glarus High 
School 

Second Place: Shomar-
ion Tubbs, Barack Obama 
School of Career & Tech Ed 
(BOSCTE)

Third Place: Jackson 
Albers, McFarland High 
School

CO2 Dragster (High 
School)

First Place: Bevin Brad-
ley, Barneveld High School

Second Place: Isabel 
Pahlman, Barneveld High 
School

Third Place: Jackson 
Albers, McFarland High 
School

CO2 Dragster (Middle 
School)

First Place: Nolan Quinn, 
Waunakee Middle School

Second Place: Ryan 
Haesler, Barneveld Middle 
School

Third Place: Griffi n Pohl-
man, Barneveld Middle 
School

Electrical Construction 
Wiring

First Place: Connor Mc-
Donald, Winneconne High 
School

Second Place: Caleb 
Hilmer-Amundson, Hart-
ford Union High School

Third Place: Sophia 
Schwartz, Howards Grove 
High School

Electronics Technology
First Place: Dakota Grey, 

Waunakee High School
Second Place: Justin 

Schnarsky, Jefferson High 
School

Third Place: Adam 
Nobling, Jefferson High 
School

Entrepreneurship (High 
School)

First Place: Logan Deml, 
Zhicheng Huang, Geetham 
Pabbisetty, and Grant Walsh, 
Germantown High School

Second Place: Sydney 
Doll, Eva Gunenfelder, 
Maya Martinson, and So-
phia Smith, New Glarus 
High School

Third Place: Charles 
Gullickson, Dea’Mon 
Meise, and Luisita Murray, 
Madison East High School

Entrepreneurship (Mid-
dle School)

First Place: Cheyenne Al-
fred, Addyson Durst, Wynn 
Heibel, and Makena Moyer, 

Barneveld Middle School
Second Place: Janiya 

Beverly, Kamryn Hall, 
LaNiah Rushing, and Ava 
Smith, Barack Obama 
School of Career & Tech Ed 
(BOSCTE)

Facilithon
First Place: Jonathan 

Reyes, Cambridge High 
School

Second Place: Grace Frei-
mark, Oshkosh North High 
School

Third Place: Shaila Ran-
dall, Howards Grove

Job Interview (High 
School)

First Place: Charlotte 
Rehm, Oshkosh North High 
School

Second Place: Kallan Ja-
cobson, River Valley Senior 
High School

Third Place: Emily 
Steiner, Oshkosh North 
High School

Job Interview (Middle 
School)

First Place: Jacob Sandry, 
Barneveld Middle School

Second Place: Coryn Ro-
ethle, Barneveld Middle 
School

Third Place: Dewayne 
Harris, Barack Obama 
School of Career & Tech Ed 
(BOSCTE)

Job Skill Demonstration 
Open (High School)

First Place: Junie Kierce, 
Waunakee High School

Second Place: Naga 
Gandhari, Sun Prairie West 
High School

Third Place: Stephen Hu-
lett, Oshkosh North High 
School

Job Skill Demonstration 
Open (Middle School)

First Place: Annalee Luna, 
Barneveld Middle School

Medical Math 
First Place: Kerrigan 

Kimball, Oshkosh West 
High School

Second Place: Olivia 
Ghorai, Hartford Union 
High School

Third Place: Nolan Bary-
enbruch, Barneveld High 
School

Medical Terminology
First Place: Layla Silva, 

Oshkosh North High School
Second Place: Liana 

Smithyman, Hartford Union 
High School

Third Place: Anna Lyn-
gen, Oshkosh North High 
School

Power Equipment Tech-
nology

First Place: Zach Klauer, 
Waunakee High School

Second Place: Wyat 
Schleis, Mishicot High 

School
Third Place: Joseph 

Schuch, Oregon High 
School

Prepared Speech (High 
School)

First Place: Kiyah Brun-
ner, Oshkosh North High 
School

Second Place: Tristyn 
Holzhueter, Oconomowoc 
High School

Third Place: Landon 
Marty, New Glarus High 
School

Prepared Speech (Mid-
dle School)

First Place: Jordan 
Whitehead, Barack Obama 
School of Career & Tech Ed 
(BOSCTE)

Promotional Bulletin 
Board

First Place: Izabel Durst, 
Hannah Esch, and Erin 
Lasse, Barneveld High 
School

Second Place: Megan 
Bingen, Lydia Gault, and 
Paige Teske, Hartford Union 
High School

Third Place: Colette Al-
exander, Cali Aslesen, and 
Lena Jarvela, Waunakee 
High School

Related Technical Math
First Place: Xavier Bott, 

Waunakee High School
Second Place: Finnegan 

McGuire, Oregon High 
School

Third Place: Brady 
Bartlett, Oregon High 
School

Team Engineering Chal-
lenge (High School)

First Place: Jaydin Knick-
meier, Masina Lealaua, and 
Meghan Saemann, Cam-
bridge High School

Second Place: Ben 
Dutcher, Blake Horsfall, and 
Genesis Solache, Madison 
East High School

Third Place: Jada Bell, 
Neva Clarke, and Brooklynn 
Gross, Clinton  Junior Senior 
High School

Team Engineering Chal-
lenge (Middle School)

First Place: Jake Davis, 
Asher Lee, and Nyima 
Shingza, Waunakee Middle 
School

Second Place: Bristol 
Hird, Arabella Redman, and 
Ellasyn Sims, Wauzeka-
Steuben Middle School

Third Place: Brookes 
Benisch, Nathan Jones, and 
Titus Miethke, Clinton Ju-
nior Senior High School

TeamWorks
First Place: Callan Jaeger, 

Brook Jelen, Charlie Kraus, 
and Nathaniel Weber, Hart-
ford Union High School

Second Place: Brady 
Brunk, Wyatt Harlfinger, 
Roland Jaeckel, and Lucas 
Valenzuela, Watertown High 
School

Third Place: Evan John-
son, Mazin Plumb, Myron 
Reuter, and Marshal Rooney, 
Platteville High School

Technical Drafting
First Place: Drew Kraus, 

Hartford Union High School
Second Place: Rowen Par-

sons, Oregon High School
Third Place: Levi Gon-

zalez, Oshkosh West High 
School

Welding
First Place: Lucas Palmer, 

River Valley Senior High 
School

Second Place: Nicholas 
Bork, Cochrane Fountain 
City

Third Place: Gabryel Mc-
Donald, Winneconne High 
School

Welding Sculpture 
(High School)

First Place: Claire Mond-
lach, New Glarus High 
School

Second Place: Austin 
Carstensen, River Valley 
Senior High School

Third Place: Deagyn Lu-
piezowiec, Cambridge High 
School

Welding Sculpture 
(Middle School)

First Place: Charlie Ford, 
River Valley Middle School

Woodwork Display – $0-
$50 (High School)

First Place: Sawyer Lar-
son, McFarland High School

Second Place: Maddie 
Becker, Mount Horeb High 
School

Third Place: Connor Se-
linske, Waunakee High 
School

Woodwork Display – $0-
$50 (Middle School)

First Place: Calista John-
son, Waunakee Middle 
School

Second Place: Reid 
Knowles, Waunakee Middle 
School

Those who placed at the 
regional event have an op-
portunity to advance to par-
ticipate in the 53rd annual 
Wisconsin SkillsUSA State 
Leadership and Skills 
Conference (SLSC) in 
Madison, Tuesday, April 7 
– Wednesday, April 8. The 
Wisconsin SLSC, the 
largest hands-on workforce 
development event in 
the state, is the premier 
showcase of Wisconsin’s 
most highly skilled career 
and technical education 
students.

State competitions will 
occur at the Alliant Energy 
Center, 1919 Alliant Energy 
Center Way, and Madison 
Area Technical College 
(MATC), 1701 Wright St. 
Other competitors in a cat-
egory can participate in 
the SLSC until the maxi-
mum number of competitors 
in the category is reached. 
Winners in all National-
Qualifying Events will be in-

vited to represent Wisconsin 
at the National Leadership 
& Skills Conference in At-
lanta, GA, June 1–5, 2026.

Nationally, there are 114 
head-to-head skilled and 
leadership competitions, and 
the 2026 Wisconsin Skill-
sUSA SLSC will offer more 
than 60 different competi-
tions across middle school, 
high school, and post-sec-
ondary divisions, with more 
than 1,750 students partici-
pating. This is the largest 
showcase of career and tech-
nical education in the State, 
with business and industry 
representation from over 
100 companies and over 300 
volunteers, technical chairs, 
and judges.

Founded in 1973, Wiscon-
sin SkillsUSA added 14 new 
chapters in the 2025 school 
year, bringing the total to 
166 high school and middle 
school Wisconsin second-
ary chapters. A partnership 
of students, teachers, and 
industry representatives 
working together to ensure 
America has the skilled 
workforce needed to stay 
competitive, the SkillsUSA 
diverse talent pipeline cov-
ers more than 110 trades, 
technical, and skilled ser-
vice occupations, mostly re-
lated to science, technology, 
engineering, and mathemat-
ics (STEM).

 Dozens of corporations, 
trade associations, busi-
nesses, and labor unions 
support SkillsUSA Wis-
consin to assure its mis-
sion success. Programs are 
integrated into career and 
technical education through 
a framework of personal, 
workplace, and technical 
skills grounded in academ-
ics. SkillsUSA also offers 
technical skill assessments 
and other workplace cre-
dentials.

Helping each student 
excel and as a solution to 
shrinking the skills gap, 
SkillsUSA is a national non-
profi t organization serving 
high school and college stu-
dents who are preparing for 
careers in trade, technical, 
and skilled service occupa-
tions.

SkillsUSA empowers its 
members to become world-
class workers, leaders, and 
responsible American citi-
zens. SkillsUSA improves 
the quality of our nation’s 
future skilled workforce 
by developing framework 
skills, including personal, 
workplace, and technical 
skills grounded in academ-
ics. The SkillsUSA mission 
is built upon — and its suc-
cess depends on — the com-
mitment of members and 
partners to the following 
values: integrity, respect, re-
sponsibility, citizenship, and 
service.

Good News Lutheran Church
- WELS 

9975 Pepper Dr, Mt Horeb
Pastor Jonathan Bauer

Thursday Worship: 6:30 pm
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
Sunday School and Bible

Study: 10:15 am
608-437-4646

GoodNewsLC.org
Immanuel Lutheran- ELCA 
310 W. Main St. Mount Horeb

608-437-8733
10am Sunday Worship
www.immanuelmh.org/

1st Steps Childcare
608-218-4425

Mt. Horeb Evangelical
Lutheran Church – ELCA 

315 E. Main St. 608-437-5012
www.elcmthoreb.org

5 pm Saturday Worship
9 am Sunday Worship

Mt. Horeb United Methodist  
Corner of Hwy. S & Hwy. 78
Sunday Worship: 9am online

and in person
umcmh.org

Celebrating God's Inclusive
Love

Mt Vernon United Church of
Christ 

1693 Washington St. Verona
608-832-6677

Sunday Worship, in-person and
on Facebook Live, 10:15 am

Bible Study 9am-10am
We are an Open and Affirming

Congregation
New Hope Evangelical Free

Church 
639 S. Eighth St., Mt. Horeb

Phone: 608-437-3273
www.newhopeefc.org

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service

Perry Lutheran Church
ELCA 

1057 Hwy 78 S, Mt. Horeb
608-437-5294

Sunday Worship 9:00 am
www.

perrylutheranchurchelca.org
Springdale Lutheran Church 

2752 Town Hall Rd.
608-437-3493

Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: 1st, 3rd & 5th

Sundays of the month at 10am
twosteeples.org

St. Michael The Archangel
Parish 

~St. Ignatius Catholic Church
109 S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb

608-437-5348
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am

Tuesday, 5:30 pm,
Thurs-Friday, 8:00 am;

Sat. 5:00 pm
~Holy Redeemer Catholic

Church
10070 Spring Valley Dr.,

Mount Horeb
Mass: Sunday 8:00 am

Vermont Lutheran Church-
ELCA 

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515

www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

West Blue Mounds Lutheran
Church 

2962 Church St., Blue Mounds
608-437-3493

Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: Every 2nd & 4th

Sunday of the month, 10 am
twosteeples.org

Questions? Contact Andy at 
andy@driftlessconservancy.org 

or 970-406-0333

Attention Landowners, 
Join our Intro to Prescribed Fire Workshop!

Topics include:
• Fire Behavior
• Burning Techniques
• Safety and Equipment

$25 per Participant
Live Fire Exercises

(weather permitting)
Lunch & Snacks Provided

Register at driftlessgrasslands.org

Attention Landowners! 
We are hosting two Intro to Prescribed Fire Trainings this Spring!

Intro to Woodland and Savanna Burning (Two Day Event)
Dates: February 28th and March 28th Location: Brodhead, WI Cost: $175

Intro to Prescribed Fire Training
Date: Friday, April 24th Location: Mineral Point, WI Cost: $100 (Lunch Included)

Sign up on the Events page at driftlessgrasslands.org
Questions? Contact Olivia

ohorton-pacana@pheasantsforever.org
 810-964-7414

CHURCH NOTES

MoHo and Barneveld students shine at SkillsUSA
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and even before the conti-
nents had found their current 
homes, they were here. 

“Wisconsin has some 
of the oldest rocks on the 
continent,” explains Carsyn 
Ames, curator for the Wis-
consin Geological & Natural 
History Survey. “And some 
of the youngest. That’s cool 
in and of itself.”

Located at 211 S. Blue 
Mounds Street in the Vil-
lage of Mount Horeb, the 
Wisconsin Geological and 
Natural History Survey’s 
geologic repository houses 
“a variety of carefully or-
ganized and maintained 
earth-science materials.” 
These collections, which are 
carefully stored in what was 
once a Gemplers call center 
and warehouse, are essential 
to improving the scientifi c 
community’s understanding 
of the geology and natural 
resources of the state. 

The fact that the geologic 
repository is in the Troll 
Capital of the World means 
Mount Horeb is home to 
cores from more than 2,000 
drillholes throughout the 
state, representing more 
than 660,000 linear feet of 
subsurface rock samples 

from mineral, engineering, 
and geologic investigations. 
The samples are obtained by 
driving a diamond-studded 
drill bit deep into the Earth. 

There are also more than 
15,000 hand-size rock sam-
ples as well as cuttings from 
more than 12,000 individual 
water-wells throughout the 
state. The cuttings include 
700,000 individual samples, 
each covering a fi ve-foot in-
terval, representing approxi-
mately 2 million linear feet 
of drilling. 

Scientists estimate the 
collection is worth north-
ward of $170 million, al-
though much of it is simply 
impossible to replace.  

The Wisconsin Geo-
logical & Natural History 
Survey is not open to the 
public every day, but it does 
work to engage with and 
educate the community. The 
WGNHS Research Collec-
tions and Education Cen-
ter includes approximately 
20,000 square feet for the 
collections but also space 
for public education, where 
staff develop programs and 
host workshops that have 
a hands-on component for 
groups interested in learning 
more about the geology and 
hydrogeology of Wisconsin.

Ames, who originally 

hails from South Carolina, 
manages the geologic col-
lections and core reposi-
tory while also coordinating 
visits for researchers who 
would like to view, sample, 
and analyze the core or cut-
tings collections. Despite 
the vastness of the facility, 
she knows it like the back of 
her hand. These rocks have 
enormous scientifi c value, 
but they hold something else 
in them, too. 

“I feel a sense of place 
anywhere,” Ames explains. 

At a young age, Ames 
suspected she wanted to 
work outside, which eventu-
ally led her to a job where 
she regularly works jobsites 
at which heavy machinery 
drills deep into the earth. It’s 
what she calls a “hands-on” 
approach to science and one 
that has “powerful” applica-
tions. 

For Ames, these samples 
tell a story that delves deep 
into history, telling epic tales 
that made this place what it 
is and formed everything 
that came after them. These 
rocks bore witness to the 
very fi rst origins of life and 
some still bear their marks, 
like the perfect image of a 
cephalopod death assem-
blage or the remnants of tri-
lobites that were once every 

bit as alive as any modern 
human. For Ames, Wiscon-
sin is a place where the tides 
of a vast sea once lapped – 
“We used to be beachfront 
property, back in the day,” 
she jokes - where Milwau-
kee was under a mile of ice, 
where everything is linked 
directly to something that 
came before and something 
that will inevitably this way 
come. 

“We can look at the land-
scape now and know all that 

stuff,” she said. 
It gifts anyone a certain 

comforting  and healthy per-
spective on existence. 

“Oh yeah,” Ames smiled. 
“We’re all temporary.” 

It is also a place where 
very old things encounter 
very new ones. Where pre-
historic rocks are penetrated 
by x-ray machines that read 
their chemical fi ngerprints. 

Ames points out that it’s 
very human to look to the 
Earth for answers, from a 
small child collecting small 

rocks to an adult carefully 
cataloguing miles of core 
samples for scientifi c pos-
terity. In fact, that’s why 
Wisconsin is called “The 
Badger State.” Because peo-
ple, all of whom are relative 
newcomers to this place and 
this planet, have dug into the 
earth for generations, fi nd-
ing lead and other resources, 
but also discovering impor-
tant things about their own 
stories - their own shared 
story - along the way. 

TAHort.com

TAHort.com

TIM ANDREWSTIM ANDREWS
HORTICULTURIST LLCHORTICULTURIST LLC

608-795-9948608-795-9948

TIME IS RUNNING OUT! TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 
OAKS AND ELMS MUST BE PRUNED OAKS AND ELMS MUST BE PRUNED 

BEFORE BEFORE APRIL TO AVOID INFECTION.APRIL TO AVOID INFECTION.

Call now for a free Call now for a free 
evaluation by our Certified evaluation by our Certified 
Arborist and get onto our Arborist and get onto our 

tree pruning schedule.tree pruning schedule.

GEODE
continued from page 1

Carsyn Ames is curator for the Wisconsin Geological & Natural History Survey, which houses 660,000 linear feet of subsurface rock samples (as well as fossils and other rel-
ics) in Mount Horeb. Photos by Matt Geiger. 
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Mount Horeb • Dodgeville
eschinsurance.com

We Service Domestic and Import Vehicles
3137 Hwy. 78, Mount Horeb • 608-437-5112

HELWIGAUTO.COM

1520 Springdale St., Mount Horeb
608-437-4599

AND FIREARMS
Locally Owned and Operated

Complete Auto Parts Supplier!

What’s happening in YOUR community? 
Don’t look on the internet for reliable 
coverage: Read the Mount Horeb Mail!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Just $59 per year in-state. Add an e-sub for just $10 more.

Sign up online: mounthorebmail.com
or call 608-767-3655

1650 Springdale Street
Mount Horeb
608-437-5501

SUBMIT NEWS 
& NEWS TIPS!
Support your community newspaper 

and help us continue to promote,
strengthen and connect the

communities we serve.
Email the Mount Horeb Mail:

mgeiger@fingerpub.com

HAVE   A 

NEWS

TIP?

YOUR FULL SERVICE GROCERY STORE  •  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
1845 Springdale St., Mount Horeb • 608-437-3081

Specialty Meats, 
Cheese, Produce, 

Deli & Bakery.

We do special 
orders because
our customers 

are special!

Whatever your advertising 
needs ... large or small ... 

close to home or across the 
area ... you can count on us! 
We offer a variety of options 
to fit any advertising budget. 

FREE GRAPHIC DESIGN 
when you place your ad!

Contact Lisa Kueter-Anderson: 
608-225-3738 or adsales12@fingerpub.com

Presenting: FEBRUARY COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
From FFA Member to Industry Professional – Mt. Horeb Chapter’s Path to Career Readiness

This Community Interest Page is Proudly Supported by these Local Businesses

Walton and Associates, Inc.
402 E. Main, Mount Horeb • 608-437-5534

PROTECTING FARMERS IS IN OUR ROOTS

VIKING HARDWARE  
& RENTAL

Ace is the place 
with the helpful 
hardware folks.

MOUNT HOREB 608-437-8717  • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

The Mt. Horeb FFA is a premier leadership organi-
zation dedicated to supporting students as they nav-
igate the diverse landscape of modern Agricultural 
Sciences. To participate in FFA, students must be 
enrolled in at least one Agricultural Science course 
per year.  This requirement bridges the gap between 
classroom theory and leadership development. To-
day, the field of agriculture, food, and natural re-
sources extends far beyond traditional production, 
offering over 250 unique career paths. According to 
the Wisconsin DATCP, agriculture remains a corner-
stone of the state’s economy, employing approxi-
mately 10% of the workforce and generating $113 
billion annually.

The Agricultural Sciences Department at Mt. Horeb 
High School offers tailored “Programs of Study” de-
signed to guide students toward their specific career 
goals. These pathways include Agricultural & Indus-
trial Welding; Diesel Power, Structural, & Technical 
Systems; Animal Production & Veterinary Science; 
Biotechnology; Horticultural Production & Plant Sci-
ence; Natural Resources & Environmental Science; 
and Agricultural Leadership, Education, & Literacy.

Through partnerships with the Wisconsin Techni-
cal College System and the Universities of Wisconsin, 

Mt. Horeb Agricultural Sciences offers extensive dual 
enrollment opportunities. Students can earn college 
credits and build official transcripts while still in high 
school through advanced courses such as ASR (Agri-
cultural Sciences Research) Gas Metal Arc Welding, 
ASR Shielded Metal Arc Welding, ASR Natural Re-
source Management, Agricultural Mechanics II, Hor-
ticulture II, Animal Science, Plant Science, Biotech-
nology, and ASR Biotechnology Lab Skills. Beyond 
the classroom, students gain invaluable on-the-job 
training through the Youth Apprenticeship and Su-
pervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) work-release 
programs.

The success of Mt. Horeb FFA is fueled by a ro-
bust Program of Activities aimed at post-secondary 
success. These initiatives allow students to build 
professional resumes and establish critical network-
ing connections. This work is made possible by the 
unwavering support of over 260 local members of 
the Mt. Horeb FFA Alumni and Supporters Chapter, 
alongside more than sixty local and regional busi-
nesses and organizations. These partners provide es-
sential funding, mentorship, work placements, and 
contest coaching.

From the National FFA Convention & Expo and the 
annual Toy Show to the Canada Fishing Trip and the 
FFA Plant Sale, students engage in dozens of high- 
impact activities. Each year, the program hosts the 

Mt. Horeb FFA Annual Banquet in March. This event 
celebrates student achievements, where members 
receive Proficiency Awards for their profession-
al work, earn FFA Degrees, and are awarded post- 
secondary scholarships to further their education.

The chapter annually travels to the National FFA Convention and Expo in Indianapolis. Graduates 
Aubrey Schlicht and Garrett Waefler received the American FFA Degree at this year’s convention.

Mt. Horeb FFA’s Trout Team raises Rainbow Trout 
fry to fingerling size and then releases them in late 
spring.  Last year’s Trout Team included (Left to 
Right) Callaway Deegan, James Zwettler, Jack Davis, 
Mason Schauf, Anaveja Burns-Blizzard, and Layla 
Havens.

This school year marked the chapter’s first “Calm 
in the Country” event. FFA members helped the 
student body learn about the mental health bene-
fits of animals by bringing several of them to enjoy 
during study hall and lunch at the beginning of the 
school year.

By Taylor Ferguson
Mt. Horeb FFA Reporter
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NextGen Roofing & ConstructionNextGen Roofing & Construction

Call Today Call Today 608-570-0244608-570-0244
 Roofs – Pole Sheds – Garages – Barndominiums

Berlin Journal Newspapers
For professional service contact us today!
920-361-1515 • 301 June Street, Berlin • printing@theberlinjournal.com

■ Complete Design Department
■ Endless Print Capabilities
■ Free Estimates
■ Customer Satisfaction

Now part of the newspaper group.

Jollie Tree
Service

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Storm Damage

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS

Free Estimates

608-206-2834
jollietree@aol.com

Dodgeville
OVERHEAD DOORS

& Openers Sales
& Service

Home, Farm or  
Commercial
Call Doug at

608-935-0076
GARAGE DOORS  
AND OPENERS

Ehlert. 
The Ehlerts purchased the 

business, located at 122 East 
Main Street, from Robin 
Pharoe, who opened the 
shop where countless kids 
(and plenty of adults) have 
visited to peruse the choco-
lates, caramels, sour can-
dies, nostalgic throwbacks 
and new candy innovations. 
They offi cially became the 
owners on February 1, and 
they are keeping the store, 
and the name, moving for-
ward. 

“We used to own a lawn-
care business and we knew 
Robin through that,” ex-
plained Hana. “So, we 
reached out to her and asked 
if it was true she was selling. 
She’s been so supportive.”

The Ehlerts, who live in 
Mount Horeb, have vis-
ited Sugar Troll with their 
children and with Hana’s 
mother when she visited 
from Japan, so they knew 
it was capable of putting 
smiles on the faces of its 
customers. 

Hana first came to the 
United States in 2008 as a 
high school exchange stu-
dent. 

“I didn’t speak English!” 
she recalls with a hearty 
laugh. “I cried all the time 
because I was hungry and I 
didn’t know how to ask for 
food.” 

But in her host fam-
ily near Germantown she 
found a second home, and 
she remains close with them 
today. “With them, I knew I 

would never be alone,” she 
said. 

She returned to the United 
States for college at the 
University of Wisconsin at 
Whitewater, where she tu-
tored another student who 
was majoring in Japanese. 
His name was Jason, and the 
two fell in love and married. 
The rest is history. Today she 
speaks perfect English, and 

she jokes that she wouldn’t 
have to ask for candy any-
more, anyway, because she 
now owns Sugar Troll. 

Along with the store, they 
also inherited general man-
ager Lisa DeKelver, who 
has been with the business 
for the past three-and-a-half 
years. 

“The store truly is multi-
cultural and those walls are 
all international, but Lisa 
also did a great job focusing 
on local, and that whole sec-
tion there is local,” explains 
Hana. 

“I also want people to 
know we have vegan and 

sugar free options,” she 
added. 

They even plan to start 
serving Japanese crepes, 
a popular street food that 
Jason noticed Americans 
particularly loved during his 
time there. There will also 
be boba tea coming soon. 

DeKelver will remain the 
manager, keeping a sense of 
continuity and stability. And 
the Ehlerts are excited to 
spend time there, too. They 
look forward to a sweet fu-
ture together. 

“Rest assured, we’re stay-
ing,” Hana said. 

Sugar Troll in Mount Horeb will celebrate fi ve years in 
operation on Saint Patrick’s Day, now under new owner-
ship. Photo by Matt Geiger. 

SWEET
continued from page 1

their debut novel. 

First of all, tell us a little 
about yourselves. How did 
you end up becoming writ-
ers, and how did you end 
up in New Glarus?

Ashley Arn: I’ve been an 
avid reader for as long as I 
can remember, especially 
romance novels. Our local 
library would confi rm that 
I tend to go through books 
pretty quickly. Writing was 
never something I initially 
planned, but storytelling has 
always been part of how I 
process the world. I moved 
to New Glarus from Califor-
nia seeking a different pace 
of life and immediately felt 
drawn to the deep sense of 
community here. I’m also 
the owner of The Alpine in 
New Glarus, along with my 
husband, and being so im-
mersed in village life and 
the people who pass through 
its doors every day has only 
deepened my love for this 
place. The village has a way 

of making people feel wel-
come and rooted, and that 
sense of belonging became 
central to both my life and 
our story.

Jessica Aasve: I’ve al-
ways wanted to write a book, 
but for years that dream qui-
etly sat on the back burner 
while I focused on work, 
family, and raising my kids. 
I came to New Glarus at a 
time when I was rebuilding 
and creating a new chapter 
for myself and my kids. Liv-
ing here reminded me how 
powerful community can 
be, and writing this book felt 
like fi nally giving myself 
permission to pursue some-
thing creative that had been 
calling to me for a long time.

There are a lot of steps 
(and hurdles) to go from 
wanting to write a book 
to writing and publishing 
one. What was the process 
like for you?

Arn: The process was 
equal parts exciting and 
overwhelming. We didn’t 
start with a formal plan. We 

started with conversations, 
ideas, and a shared sense 
that there was something 
meaningful here. Balancing 
writing with real life meant 
most of the work happened 
late at night or through long 
voice note conversations. 
Slowly, those pieces came 
together into something real.

Aasve: What surprised 
me most was realizing that 
it doesn’t take perfect tim-
ing to write a book. It takes 
commitment. We wrote in 
spare moments between 
work, kids, and everyday 
life, and those pieces even-
tually became a full novel. 

Publishing was intimidat-
ing, but once we committed, 
the process felt empower-
ing. The biggest hurdle was 
trusting that our story be-
longed out in the world.

Tell us all about ‘Love 
in Little Switzerland.’ It’s 
a cozy holiday romance, 
right? Tell us how your 
sense of place and home 
informed the story.

Arn: “Love in Little 
Switzerland” is very much 
a cozy holiday romance, but 
it’s also a story about redis-
covery and belonging. New 
Glarus becomes almost cin-
ematic during the holidays. 
The lights, chalets, crisp air, 
and snow already feel like a 
story waiting to be told. We 
wrote from what we know, 
love, and experience every 
season, paying close atten-
tion to the sensory details 
that people who live here 
sometimes take for granted.

Aasve: We wanted read-
ers to feel like they were 
walking through New 
Glarus in December. The 

setting isn’t just a back-
drop. It’s an active part of 
the story. The warmth of the 
village, the sense of safety, 
and the way people show up 
for each other all naturally 
shaped the narrative.

Co-writing anything 
comes with both opportu-
nities and challenges. How 
did you make the collab-
orative process work for 
you?

Arn: Collaboration for 
us was chaotic, funny, emo-
tional, and surprisingly 
seamless. We leaned into 
each other’s strengths and 
trusted the shared vision. 
Some of the best moments 
came from late-night brain-
storming sessions when the 
story felt most alive.

Aasve: Because we’re 
best friends, honesty came 
easily. The process wasn’t 
always polished, but it was 
deeply authentic. We trusted 
each other to speak up when 
something didn’t feel right 
and to protect the heart of 
the story together.

Jessica Aasve and Ashley Arn wrote “Love in Little 
Switzerland” together. Photo contributed. 

ROMANCE
continued from page 2

Archeologists have found evidence of candy dating 
back more than 5,000 years in Egypt. Ever since then, 
across the globe, people have used treats to mark life’s 
highs and lows, and to sweeten the average day. A wed-
ding is highlighted by a cake. A funeral ends with a 
communal meal at which the grieving share desserts. 
Kids spend the entire autumn brimming with anticipa-
tion for Halloween. Kids save up their allowance to 
head down to the local candy shop, a place where all 
the angst of youth is dimmed by the bright packaging 
and silly images adorning the many varieties of treats. 
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Library announces winners of Red Hat Coloring Contest

Ages 3-6
Riley Havens
Emersyn King

Ages 7-11
Ashland Rortvedt

Isla Vondra

Ages 12-17 
Vivienne Reinders

Makayla Stephenson

Ages 18+
Ian Zander

Adrianna Jensen

Isla Vondra Ashland Rortvedt Ian Zander

Emersyn King Vivienne Reinders

The 
Winners

Adrianna Jensen Riley Havens
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SPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSports Editor
Rob Reischel

robreischel@gmail.com

Follow Rob Reischel
on Twitter at
@robreischel

Vikings surge into tie for league lead

Alex Chapman and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team moved into a first place tie in the Badger Small Conference after a 
win over McFarland last Friday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

McFARLAND — On 
a night when a key return 
from a standout player, 
a bold shift toward a big 
lineup and a monster sec-
ond half by their star helped 
deliver a significant revenge 
win for Mount Horeb’s boys 
basketball team, an even 
bigger surprise unveiled af-
terward in the locker room 
transformed jubilation into 
unrestrained celebration.

Junior forward Alex 
Chapman returned with a 
flourish from a five-game 
absence due to a broken 
wrist, scoring 19 points last 
Friday to help power the 
Vikings to a 74-64 triumph 
over McFarland in a playoff 
intensity environment be-
tween Badger Small Con-
ference rivals who seem 
destined to square off again 
in the postseason.

In itself, this was an im-
portant statement for Mount 
Horeb, which improved to 
18-5 overall and 10-3 in 
the Badger Small. The Vi-
kings have now won 10 of 
11 games despite playing 
much of that time without 
Chapman and/or senior 
guard Josh Manchester, one 

Senior Night is always 
an emotional evening.

At times, it can be a 
tough night to focus, con-
centrate and perform at a 
high level.

Mount Horeb’s boys 
basketball team did just 
enough of all three and 
defeated visiting Madison 
Edgewood, 61-54, on Feb. 
17.

Senior guard Josh Man-
chester erupted for 37 
points and the Vikings 
pulled away in the final 
four minutes to notch a 
huge win.

Mount Horeb improved 
to 17-5 overall and 9-3 in 
the Badger Small Con-
ference. League-leading 
McFarland also fell to 
Fort Atkinson on the same 
night, opening the door for 
the Vikings to get back in 
the conference title chase.

Mount Horeb did just 
that, too, defeating Mc-
Farland three nights later, 
while Sauk Prairie was also 
stunned by league bottom-

Mount Horeb 
posts huge win 
at McFarland

Mount Horeb 
rallies past 
Madison 
Edgewood

by ADAM MERTZ
Sports Reporter

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

continued on page 15 continued on page 14

Mount Horeb-Barneveld’s Eli Maier won all three of his matches at the Lodi Sectional last Saturday. Photo courtesy of Mary 
Langenfeld

Wrestlers 
fall short at 
sectionals
MH-B settles for second 
in team competition

Mount Horeb-Barneveld’s 
wrestlers finished in second 
place at the WIAA Division 
2 Lodi Sectional last Sat-
urday and fell short of the 
state team meet, which will 
be held in La Crosse March 
6-7.

The Vikings edged Bel-
mont/Platteville, 39-38, in 
the semifinals, but lost to 
Evansville, 45-36, in the 

champion-ship match.
MH-B defeated Lodi, 

50-29, in the second place 
match.

Here’s a recap of the Vi-
kings’ matches.

•  Mount Horeb-
Barneveld 39, Belmont/
Platteville 38 — The Vi-
kings received pins from 
Hunter Stevens at 150 
pounds, Easton Kammerud 
(165), Eli Leonard (190) and 
Le-land Havens (285) and 

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

continued on page 13
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“Your Complete Family Shoe Store”
Black Earth, WI

M-Fr 9-7, Sat 9-5, 
Sun 10-5

608-767-3447 | 608-231-4445

608-767-2788

Jackson Ballew made his 
fi rst trip to the WIAA Divi-
sion 2 boys state swimming 
meet a memorable one.

Ballew, a freshman at 
Mount Horeb, earned points 
in two events at the state 
meet held Feb. 20 at Wauke-
sha South High School.

Ballew fi nished in 12th 
place in the 50-yard free-
style in a time of 22.56 sec-
onds. McFarland standout 
Blake TeBeest won that 
event with a new state re-
cord time of 20.29 seconds.

Ballew was also 13th in 
the 100-yard freestyle in 
50.47 seconds. TeBeest also 
set a new state record in that 
race with a winning time of 
42.92 seconds.

Ballew earned nine points 
for Mount Horeb, which 
finished in 25th place in 
the overall team standings. 
Whitefi sh Bay won the state 
team title with 319 points, 
while McFarland — which 
had won the previous two 
state titles — was second 
with 241 points.

Mount Horeb had just four 
swimmers in its program 
this season, so Ballew’s 
performance at state was 

a notable achievement for 
everyone involved with the 
Vikings.

WIAA Division 2 state 
meet

Feb. 20
Team scores
1, Whitefi sh Bay, 319; 2, 

McFarland, 241; 3, Sauk 
Prairie/Wisconsin Heights, 
184; 4, Ashwaubenon, 159; 5, 
Edgewood, 157.5; 6, Cedar-
burg, 146; 7, Shorewood, 
128; 8, Rhinelander, 117; 9, 
The Prairie School, 116; 10, 
Nicolet, 88; 11, Chilton Co-
op, 81; 12, DeForest, 80; 13, 
Stoughton, 79; 14, White-
water, 68; 15, Watertown, 
63.5; 16, Plym-outh, 46; 17, 
Port Washington, 40; 18, 
Notre Dame/Southern Door, 
29.5; 19, Rice Lake, 29; 20, 
Brookfi eld Academy, 29; 21, 
Wayland Academy, 25; 22, 
Whitnall, 24.5; 23, Grafton, 
24; 24, Kiel/Elkhart Lake-
Glenbeulah, 15; 25, Mount 
Horeb, 9; 26, Tomahawk, 8; 
27, Mil-ton, 7; 28, Augustine 
Prep South, 4; 29, Fort Atkin-
son, 1.

Top Mount Horeb fin-
ishes:

50-yard freestyle: 12. 
Jackson Ballew, 22.56.

100-yard freestyle: 13. 
Jackson Ballew, 50.47.

 by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Ballew makes a 
splash at state

Mount Horeb’s Jackson Ballew had a terrifi c performance at the WIAA Division 2 boys state 
swimming meet last Friday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

The hockey season for 
Stoughton — which in-
cludes players from Mount 
Horeb — ended in the fi rst 
round of the WIAA Division 
1 playoffs.

Third-seeded Monona 
Grove rolled past the Vi-
kings, 8-0, in a regional 
semifi nal.

The Silver Eagles scored 
two goals in the fi rst period, 
four in the second and two 
more in the third.

Monona Grove held a 
65-12 advantage in shots on 
goal, including a 27-2 edge 
in the fi rst period.

Monona Grove then rolled 
past sixth-seeded Madison 
Memorial, 7-0, in a regional 
fi nal. Stoughton fi nished the 
season 4-20.

 — by Rob Reischel

Hockey 
Vikings 
ousted

Vikings hope to shine in second season
Twenty four games are in 

the books — and they were 
certainly impressive.

Mount Horeb’s girls bas-
ketball team went 14-10 
overall. The Vikings also 
went 11-3 in the Badger 
Small Conference and fi n-
ished second in the league.

Now, Mount Horeb is 
hoping its second season ri-
vals the fi rst.

The Vikings begin the 
postseason Friday when 
they host Sauk Prairie in a 
WIAA Division 2 regional 
semifi nal at 7 p.m. Mount 
Horeb is the No. 4 seed and 
the Eagles (13-11, 9-5) are 
seeded fi fth.

The winner will likely 
travel to top-seeded Madi-
son Edgewood (18-6, 14-0) 
for a regional fi nal on Fri-
day.

“The kids have worked 
hard and continue to have 
great team chemistry,” 
Mount Horeb coach Bart 
Leibfried said. “So, hoping 
they get the opportunity to 
play in front of packed gyms 
to show the community what 
they are capable of.”

The Vikings wrapped up 
the regular season last week 
with a 56-52 loss at Min-

eral Point on Feb. 16 and a 
57-26 rout of Fort Atkinson 
on Feb. 19.

Here’s a recap of those 
games.

• Mineral Point 56, 
Mount Horeb 52 — The 
Pointers, who went 20-4 in 
the regular season and won 
the Southwest Wisconsin 
Activities League, edged the 
visiting Vikings.

Mount Horeb got a ter-
rifi c game from Jami Chap-
man, who scored 25 points, 
including 21 in the second 
half. But the Vikings shot 
just 24.0% from the fi eld 
and 42.8% from the free 
throw line (6-of-14).

“Really good game lead-
ing up to the WIAA playoffs 
against a quality opponent,” 
Leibfried said. “We did ev-
erything except make shots 
consistently to win the 
game, so lots to build on.”  

The Vikings fell into an 
11-2 hole after they had four 
turnovers in their fi rst six 
posses-sions.

“Unforced turnovers 
where you just fumble the 
ball, dribble it off your knee 
or get it ripped away cannot 
happen when you play on 
varsity, especially against a 
quality opponent like Min-
eral Point,” Leibfried said  

Lauren Mester, who had 

10 points on the night, keyed 
a comeback and Mount 
Horeb pulled even, 16-16. 
Mineral Point closed the 
half on a 12-4 run, though, 
and surged to a 28-20 half-
time lead.

“We had another stretch 
where we missed some easy 
scores inside and missed 
some wide open 3s,” Leib-
fried said.  

Chapman’s scoring bar-
rage helped Mount Horeb 
put together a 14-2 run and 
surge to a 35-33 lead with 
7:30 left in the game.

“The staff got on her a lit-
tle at half to get great shots, 
not good shots, and to be 
quick with her decisions and 
moves around the bucket,” 
Leibfried said of Chapman. 
“She responded.”

Mineral Point answered 
with a 12-4 run, though, 
and reclaimed a 45-39 lead. 
Then the Pointers went 10-
of-12 from the free throw 
line in the last 4 minutes to 
prevail.

In addition to Chapman’s 
big night and a strong ef-
fort from Mester, Courtney 
Monroe added nine points.

“Games like this will only 
help us going into the play-
offs,” Leibfried said.

• Mount Horeb 57, Fort 
Atkinson 26 — Nalia Cra-

ven led a balanced scoring 
attack with 11 points as the 
Vikings routed the visiting 
Blackhawks on Feb. 19.

Courtney Monroe added 
eight points, Jami Chapman 
and Avery Monroe both had 
seven and Magali Forlines 
and Lauren Mester had six 
points.

“It was the fi rst time all 
year I didn’t see the inten-
sity pre-game to be ready to 
come out to play,” Leibfried 
said. “So I had to get their 
attention in the locker room 
before even coming on the 
court and they responded.”

It worked.
The Vikings picked apart 

Fort’s 1-3-1 zone defense 
throughout and made 11 
3-pointers.

“We got great ball move-
ment and kids found the 
open spots, which led to us 
shooting the ball well and 
especially the 3,” Leibfried 
said. “All of them were 
great inside-out looks with 
our feet stepping to the rim, 
which really helps the ball 
go in.”

In all, nine different Vi-
kings scored.

“It was nice to see Nalia 

Craven get back on track 
with 11 points after not scor-
ing against Mineral Point,” 
Leibfried said. “We need 
Nalia to score from the pe-
rimeter and in the mid-range 
with her pull up jumpers.  

“Courtney Monroe did 
a really nice job of fi nding 
open players when getting 
the ball in the high post and 
fi nished the game with eight 
assists.

“We will continue to work 
on the one stretch each game 
where we get loose with the 
ball and have unforced turn-
overs.”

 by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Jami Chapman and Mount Horeb’s girls basketball team open the postseason Friday at 7 p.m. 
when they host Sauk Prairie. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld
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edged Belmont/Platteville 
in the semifinals.

Bryce Madden also won, 
12-2, at 106 pounds and the 
Vikings’ Drew Droessler 
(120) and Eli Maier (175) 
both received forfeits.

• Evansville 45, Mount 
Horeb-Barneveld 36 — 
Evansville won eight of 
the first nine matches and 
defeated the Vikings in the 
championship.

MH-B’s Hunter Stevens 
pinned his opponent at 157 
pounds. After Evansville 
clinched the match, though, 
it forfeited the final five 
matches.

•  Mount Horeb-
Barneveld 50, Lodi 29 — 
The Vikings notched seven 
pins and nine overall wins 
and captured the second 
place match.

MH-B picked up pins 
from Timmy Kruse at 144 
pounds, Hunter Stevens 
(150), Easton Kammerud 
(165), Eli Maier (175), Eli 
Leonard (190), Leland Ha-
vens (285) and Bryce Mad-
den (106).

Maxton Stevens also 
notched a 7-0 win at 132 and 
Gavin Reynolds received a 
forfeit at 215.

Semifinals
Mount Horeb/Barneveld 

39, Belmont/Platteville 38

113: Payton Morshead 
(16-23) Fr., BEPL pinned 
Ryan Kuntz (2-11) Jr., 
MHB, 3:00

120: Drew Droessler (23-
20) So., MHB won by forfeit

126: Aiden Weigel (16-
7) Jr., BEPL pinned Nolan 
Ryan (3-7) So., MHB, 0:57

132: Briggs Weigel (47-6) 
So., BEPL def. Maxton Ste-
vens (35-17) Fr., MHB, 15-1

138: Jaxcyn McCartney 
(9-14) Fr., BEPL pinned 
Dawson Bell (8-11) So., 
MHB, 4:37

144: Dylan Weigel (52-1) 
Sr., BEPL pinned Timmy 
Kruse (21-18) Sr., MHB, 
3:01

150: Hunter Stevens (48-
2) Sr., MHB pinned  Jesse 
Kastner (20-18) So., BEPL, 
1:10

157: Tyler Kisamore (49-
6) Sr., BEPL pinned  Landon 
Kahl (17-17) So., MHB, 
3:48

165: Easton Kammerud 
(20-3) Fr., MHB pinned  
Jerdan Crase (13-26) Fr., 
BEPL, 1:21

175: Eli Maier (47-4) Jr., 
MHB won by forfeit

190: Eli Leonard (49-
0) Sr., MHB pinned  Cam 
Moore (29-20) Sr., BEPL, 
3:00

215: Ethan Burggraf 
(21-27) Sr., BEPL pinned  
Gavin Reynolds (13-14) So., 
MHB, 4:30

285: Leland Havens (39-
7) Fr., MHB pinned  Thomas 

Kastner (17-11) Sr., BEPL, 
4:09

106: Bryce Madden (41-
12) Fr., MHB def. James 
Kastner (31-16) So., BEPL, 
12-2

First Place Match 
Evansville 45, Mount 

Horeb/Barneveld 36
120: Collin Frey Jr., 

EVAN pinned  Drew Droess-
ler (23-20) So., MHB, 5:12

126: Kolten Bollig So., 
EVAN pinned  Nolan Ryan 
(3-7) So., MHB, 0:51

132: Benjamin Braun-
schweig So., EVAN pinned  
Maxton Stevens (35-17) Fr., 
MHB, 5:03

138: Brandon Staver Jr., 
EVAN pinned  Dawson Bell 
(8-11) So., MHB, 1:44

144: Liam Crandall Fr., 
EVAN pinned  Nick Burre-
son (13-13) Sr., MHB, 1:16

150: Race Howlett Sr., 
EVAN pinned  Timmy Kruse 
(21-18) Sr., MHB, 3:19

157: Hunter Stevens (48-
2) Sr., MHB pinned  Lincoln 
Keller Sr., EVAN, 3:50

165: Adryan Wessels Sr., 
EVAN pinned  Landon Kahl 
(17-17) So., MHB, 5:54

175: Thomas Heiser So., 
EVAN def. Easton Kam-
merud (20-3) Fr., MHB, 
17-5

190: Eli Maier (47-4) Jr., 
MHB won by forfeit

215: Eli Leonard (49-0) 
Sr., MHB won by forfeit

285: Leland Havens (39-

WRESTLE
continued from page 11

7) Fr., MHB won by forfeit
106: Bryce Madden (41-

12) Fr., MHB won by forfeit
113: Ryan Kuntz (2-11) 

Jr., MHB won by forfeit

Second Place Match 
Mount Horeb/Barneveld 

50, Lodi 29
126: Aiden Zitani So., 

LODI pinned  Nolan Ryan 
(3-7) So., MHB, 1:23

132: Maxton Stevens (35-
17) Fr., MHB def. Bryer 
Caves (36-5) Jr., LODI, 7-0

138: Zander Kellogg (28-
9) Sr., LODI pinned  Daw-
son Bell (8-11) So., MHB, 
0:56

144: Timmy Kruse (21-

18) Sr., MHB pinned  Liam 
Johnson (24-16) Jr., LODI, 
5:44

150: Hunter Stevens (48-
2) Sr., MHB pinned  Hayden 
Struse-Clark (19-14) Sr., 
LODI, 1:41

157: Alex Breunig (46-8) 
Sr., LODI pinned  Landon 
Kahl (17-17) So., MHB, 
0:27

165: Easton Kammerud 
(20-3) Fr., MHB pinned  
Bryce Ballweg (11-11) Fr., 
LODI, 0:46

175: Eli Maier (47-4) Jr., 
MHB pinned  Devyn Brown 
(19-23) Jr., LODI, 1:05

190: Eli Leonard (49-
0) Sr., MHB pinned  Levi 
Maier (6-24) Fr., LODI, 

0:20
215: Gavin Reynolds (13-

14) So., MHB won by for-
feit

285: Leland Havens (39-
7) Fr., MHB pinned  Austin 
Browne (26-19) Jr., LODI, 
0:31

106: Bryce Madden (41-
12) Fr., MHB pinned  Isaac 
Ziegler (22-17) Fr., LODI, 
5:55

113: Owen Dorshorst (44-
5) So., LODI pinned  Ryan 
Kuntz (2-11) Jr., MHB, 2:00

120: Everett Dorshorst 
(32-10) Fr., LODI pinned  
Drew Droessler (23-20) So., 
MHB, 4:33

Timmy Kruse and the Mount Horeb-Barneveld wrestlers finished second at the Lodi Sectional 
last Saturday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Gymnasts second at conference meet
On one hand, Mount 

Horeb’s gymnastics team 
was disappointed its six-
year run as Badger Confer-
ence champions came to an 
end last Saturday.

On the other, the Vikings 
were thrilled how they per-
formed at the conference 
meet and remarkably opti-
mistic about the upcoming 
postseason.

Waunakee/DeForest won 
the league title with 141.275 
points, edging second place 
Mount Horeb (140.50). 
Monona Grove (134.05), 
Watertown (133.0) and 
Baraboo (131.725) rounded 
out the top five at the eight-
team conference meet.

Mount Horeb did post 
its highest team total of the 
year, though, giving them 
tremendous hope for what 
lies ahead.

“We knew we had our 
work cut out for us, espe-
cially after Waunakee/De-
Forest came out on top in 
our dual meet (Feb. 3) and 
again at the Platteville Invite 
last week,” Mount Horeb 
coach Martha Koller Faust 
said. “Our team embraced 
the challenge and certainly 
gave their best efforts.”

The top-five finishers in 
each event earned places on 
the podium.

Mount Horeb’s Sylviah 
Seeliger was fourth in the 
all-around competition with 
a 35.35 overall score, while 
Carmen Oglesby was fifth 
(35.125).

Harper Hendrickson was 
first on the balance beam 
(9.20) and Oglesby was 
third (9.0). Seeliger was 
fourth on the uneven bars 
(8.8) and Averi Kalscheur 
was fifth (8.70). 

Oglesby was fourth on the 
vault (8.85) and Hendrick-
son was fourth on the floor 
(9.125).

“Our girls put up a strong 
fight with competitive 
performances on all four 
events, but we came up just 
short,” Koller Faust said. 
“I couldn’t be more proud 
of this entire team — their 
effort, resilience and sup-
port for one another — and 
I truly couldn’t have asked 
for anything more from 
them today.”

• On deck: Mount Horeb 
heads to the WIAA Division 
2 Dodgeville Sectional on 
Saturday. Opening ceremo-
nies are at 9:40 a.m. and the 
meet begins at 10 a.m.

Other teams competing 
for a trip to state include: 
Dodgeville/Highland/Iowa-
Grant/Mineral Point co-op, 
Monona Grove, Platteville/
Belmont/Lancaster co-op, 
River Valley/Barneveld 
co-op, Southwestern/Cuba 

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

City/Darlington co-op and 
Watertown.

• JV: Mount Horeb’s JV 
team edged Waunakee/De-
Forest, 127.725-127.50.

W/D had won the dual 
meet championship, mean-
ing the two teams tied for 
the overall conference title.

“This was a great tes-
tament to the depth and 
strength of our entire pro-
gram,” Koller Faust said. 
“The Badger Conference is 
very competitive not only 
team-wise, but individually.  

“We had several gymnasts 
earn individual honors by 
placing in the top five across 
all five events at both the 
varsity and JV levels, which 
is always so rewarding to 
see.”

Elise Hooks won the all-
around title with a 32.55, 
while Tori Schilling was 
fifth (24.575).

Tessa Soppe was first on 
the vault (8.45), while Averi 
Kalscheur was sec-ond 
(8.30), Schilling was third 
(8.225), Hooks was fourth 
(8.25) and Evie Wyse was 
fifth (8.20).

“Having all five of our JV 
vaulters stand atop the po-
dium was extra special and 
a true highlight of the day,” 
Koller Faust said.

Hooks was first on the 
balance beam (8.50) and 
Schilling was second (8.30), 
while Kate Van Gorden was 

first on the floor exercise 
(8.40). Hooks and Schilling 
also tied for second on the 
uneven bars (8.05).

Varsity team results: 1. Wau-
nakee/DeForest, 141.275; 2. Mount 
Horeb, 140.5; 3. Monona Grove, 
134.05; 4. Watertown, 133.0; 
5. Baraboo, 131.725; 6. Reeds-
burg, 127.4; 7. Milton/Edgerton, 
122.275; 8. Sauk Prairie, 118.925.

VAULT (34.45)
4th place medal — Carmen 

Oglesby, 8.85
Sylviah Seeliger — 8.7
Harper Hendrickson and Avena 

Meyers — 8.45

BARS (34.35)
4th place medal — Sylviah 

Seeliger, 8.8
5th place medal — Averi 

Kalscheur, 8.7
Tessa Soppe — 8.55
Harper Hendrickson and Carmen 

Oglesby — 8.45

BEAM (35.70)
1st place medal — Harper Hen-

drickson, 9.2
3rd place medal — Carmen 

Oglesby, 9.0
Sylviah Seeliger — 8.95
Averi Kalscheur — 8.55

FLOOR (36.0)
4th place medal — Harper Hen-

drickson, 9.125
Averi Kalscheur — 9.0
Carmen Oglesby — 8.975
Sylviah Seeliger — 8.9

ALL-AROUND
4th place medal — Sylviah 

Seeliger, 35.35
5th place medal — Carmen 

Oglesby, 35.125
Harper Hendrickson — 35.075

JV Team Results: 1. Mount 
Horeb, 127.725; 2. Waunakee/De-
Forest, 127.5; 3. Baraboo, 120.975; 
4. Watertown, 108.35; 5. Monona 
Grove, 45.15; 6. Reedsburg, 31.95; 
7. Milton/Edgerton, 30.5; 8. Sauk 
Prairie, 14.65.

VAULT (33.225)
1st place medal — Tessa Soppe, 

8.45
2nd place medal — Averi 

Kalscheur, 8.3
3rd place medal — Tori Schil-

ling, 8.225
4th place medal — Elise Hooks, 

8.25
5th place medal — Evie Wyse, 

8.2

BARS (30.6)
2nd place medals — Elise Hooks 

and Tori Schilling, 8.05
Kate Van Gorden — 7.35

Marie Hutchins and Evie Wyse 
— 7.15

BEAM (32.60)
1st place medal — Elise Hooks, 

8.5
2nd place medal — Tori Schil-

ling, 8.3
Tessa Soppe — 8.0
Ava Bilse — 7.8
Kate Van Gorden — 7.6

FLOOR (31.30)
1st place medal — Kate Van 

Gorden, 8.4
Elise Hooks — 7.75
Jacey Morin — 7.7
Evie Wyse — 7.45
Ava Bilse — 7.3

ALL-AROUND:
1st place medal — Elise Hooks, 

32.55
5th place medal — Tori Schil-

ling, 24.575.

Mount Horeb’s Carmen Oglesby finished fifth in the all-
around competition at the Badger Conference meet last Satur-
day. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld
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TOWN OF PERRY 
NOTICE

LAND USE COMMITTEE 
MEETING

Wednesday, March 4, 2026
Perry Town Hall

10084 County Highway A 
7:00 PM

Teleconference: 
425-585-6272

access: 394-722-206   #
Agenda 

1. Call to Order.
2. Minutes of Previous 
Meeting – February 4, 2026.
3. Michelle Thode, 10864 
CTH A – land division and 
zoning changes from FP-35 
to RM-16 for a 30.5-acre lot 
with site plan and driveway 
for residence, 29 acres to 
rezone the existing residence, 
and 1.5 acres to FP-1. *
4. Town Comprehensive Plan 
– review and edit Element 8, 
“Land Use.” 
5. Pending applications – 
review and discussion.
6. Schedule meetings.
7. Adjourn.

Stephanie Zwettler
Deputy Clerk

www.perry-wi.gov
A quorum of the Town Board 

may be present at this meeting.
* A site view will be conduct-

ed at the Thode site on 
Saturday, February 28, 2026, 
beginning at 8:30 AM.

Posted:  Town Hall, Town 
Garage, Daleyville signpost, 
Town website – February 26, 
2026.  

Publish: 2/26/26   WNAXLP

TOWN OF PRIMROSE
NOTICE

The Town of Primrose Board 
of Supervisors meeting for 
March 2026 will be held on 
Monday, March 2nd, 2026, at 
8468 County Road A, Verona, 
WI beginning at 7:30pm.  The 
agenda for this meeting will 
be posted at the Town Hall, 
Mount Vernon Auto, Primrose 
Church, and on the Town 
website.  A summary of the 
agenda will be available on 
the voice message system at 
608-832-6660.

Publish: 2/26/26   WNAXLP

TOWN OF SPRINGDALE
NOTICE

The Town of Springdale, Dane County, is seeking bids for 
remodeling a back hall, bathroom and closet area in the town hall 
(built in 1980). The project consists of drywall repair, electrical 
work, flooring, wall tile, shelving/cabinets, trim carpentry, doorway 
widening and replacement, wall bolstering for grab bars, painting, 
and installation of fixtures. For questions or to view the space, 
please contact Jackie at adminclerk@springdalewi.gov. Bidders 
should be aware that, as a municipal building during an election 
year, town hall will not be available for work during the following 
dates: 3/30- 4/8; 8/3-8/12; or 10/26-11/4. Bids should be itemized 
as much as possible, sealed, and submitted no later than noon on 
Friday, 3/13, to be opened at a public meeting at 7PM on Monday, 
3/16.

Publish: 2/19/26, 2/26/26   WNAXLP

of Manchester offen-
sively,” Todd Nesheim 
said. “And Nick Ibinger 
brought some scrappiness 
and lots of momentum our 
way with his offensive re-
bound and hustle plays in 
consecutive order.”

Anderson helped give 
the Vikings a 48-43 lead 
with a left wing attack and 
a nifty assist to Leibfried.

The Crusaders answered 
with five quick points to tie 
the game, 48-48, and took 
a 51-50 lead. But Manches-
ter’s five straight points put 
Mount Horeb back in con-
trol, and the Vikings held 

on down the stretch.
Mount Horeb shot just 

2-of-17 from 3-point land 
(11.8%) and 11-of-20 
from the free throw line 
(55.0%), but found a way 
to prevail.

“We continue to win 
games in different ways 
without a full roster. I 
guess that means we are 
doing some other things 
pretty well.”

• On deck: Mount Horeb 
is at Fort Atkinson (12-11, 
8-5) Thursday at 7:15 p.m.

feeder Reedsburg. That 
left Mount Horeb, McFar-
land and Sauk all tied atop 
the conference with 10-3 
records with one game left 
in the regular season.

Edgewood led, 51-50, 
when Manchester drilled 
a 3-pointer and was fouled 
with 3:49 remaining. Man-
chester missed the free 
throw, but on the Crusad-
ers’ ensuing possession, 
Manchester forced a steal 
and scored giving the Vi-
kings a 55-51 lead with 
3:34 left.  

“That was the turn-
ing point,” Nesheim said. 
“Both teams missed their 
share of free throws down 
the stretch, but we did just 
enough to get the win.”

Mount Horeb honored 
its eight seniors — Man-

chester, Hayden Anderson, 
Kam Nesheim, Ethan Mor-
risard, Max Grundahl, Cal 
Odgers, Henry Jennings 
and Nick Ibinger — before 
the game. The Vikings then 
raced to a 16-9 lead.

“A really great start for 
us,” Todd Nesheim said. 
“We were very good offen-
sively as we had some bal-
ance and were able to score 
around the basket. On the 
other end, I thought we 
were outstanding. We had 
Edgewood frustrated with 
our ball pressure and did 
a nice job of keeping them 
out of the lane.”

Anderson picked up 
his second foul midway 
through the first half, 
though. And with Mount 
Horeb’s Alex Chapman 
still sidelined, that left the 
Vikings with Manchester 
as their only proven scorer.

That helped Edgewood 

pull even by halftime, 24-
24.

“I felt fortunate to be 
in that situation,” Todd 
Nesheim said. “I felt with 
Anderson coming back we 
would be in good shape. 
We got by sitting him and 
survived and I felt with 
him and (Evan) Leibfried 
on the floor that would be 
a good matchup for us.  

“They were also both-
ering us with their wing 
pressure, so we talked 
about some ways to defeat 
their switches both on-ball 
screens and on-wing to 
post pin down screens. We 
needed to touch the paint 
more.”

Neither team could gain 
any separation, though, 
much of the second half 
and the teams were tied, 
39-39, with nine minutes 
left.

“We were a heavy dose 

EDGEWOOD
continued from page 11

Mount Horeb lands No. 2 seed
They’ve been battered 

and bruised, injured and 
aching all year long.

Yet somehow, Mount 
Horeb’s boys basketball 
team has put itself in posi-
tion to have a memorable 
postseason.

The Vikings received the 
No. 2 seed in their half of 
their WIAA Division 2 sec-
tional.

Mount Horeb (18-5) 
has a first round bye, then 
hosts the winner of sev-
enth-seeded Fort Atkinson 
(12-11) and 10th-seeded 
Elkhorn (5-17) in a regional 
semifinal March 6 at 7 p.m. 
If the Vikings advance there 
and seeds hold, they’d host 
third-seeded Monroe (15-7) 
in a regional final March 7 
at 7 p.m.

The sectional semifinals 
are March 12 and the sec-
tional finals are March 14.

Mount Horeb is gunning 

for its first trip to state since 
the 2015 team won the 
championship.

“I’m happy with the 
(No.) 2 seed,” Mount Horeb 
coach Todd Nesheim said. 
“I thought maybe we’d 
have a chance at the (No.) 1 
seed with the win the other 
night (over McFarland). Ei-
ther way if we take care of 
business, we get two home 
tournament games and play 
McFarland on a neutral 
court in the sectional semi-
finals.”

McFarland is the No. 1 
seed on Mount Horeb’s side 
of the bracket, followed 
by the Vikings, Monroe, 
Milton, Waukesha West, 
Stoughton, Fort Atkin-
son, Madison Edgewood, 
Waukesha North, Elkhorn 
and Jefferson.

If seeds hold, Mount 
Horeb would face top-
seeded McFarland in a 
sectional semifinal. The 
Vikings defeated the Spar-

tans, 74-64, at McFarland 
on Feb. 20.

New Berlin West is the 
No. 1 seed on the other 
side of the bracket, where 
Beaver Dam, defending 
Division 2 state champion 
Wauwatosa West, Sauk 
Prairie and Brookfield Cen-
tral round out the top five 
seeds.

Mount Horeb travels to 
Fort Atkinson Thursday, 
where it can capture a share 
of the Badger Small Con-
ference title with a win. 
Considering those same 
teams could meet in the re-
gional semifinals, Nesheim 
isn’t quite sure what to ex-
pect from the Blackhawks.

“I think typically it would 
be a game where you played 
it kind of vanilla,” Nesheim 
said. “But obviously with a 
championship on the line 
for us this week we can’t do 
that. It will be interesting to 
see if (Fort) coach (Mike) 
Hintz does that.”

Either way, Nesheim is 
thrilled how his team is 
playing heading into the 
postseason.

Mount Horeb has suffered 
a bevy of injuries this year, 
most notably to standouts 
Josh Manchester (shoulder) 
and Alex Chapman (wrist). 
Despite those challenges, 
the Vikings have won five 
straight games and 10 of 11.

“I was extremely pleased 
with the way we performed 
at McFarland,” Nesheim 
said. “It’s been a season 
of adjustments that’s for 
sure and now trying to get 
Josh and Alex back into the 
mix and have the rest of the 
guys play as well as they 
have been playing without 
them was going to be key.

“I thought we did that re-
ally well the other night. If 
we can continue to play at 
that level, we will be hard 
to beat.” Hayden Anderson (right) and Mount Horeb’s boys basket-

ball team received the No. 2 seed in their sectional. Photo cour-
tesy of Mary Langenfeld

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor
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RUDY DET WEILER 
S4194 BARREAU RD. 
LAVALLE, WI 53941

FREE ESTIMATES!

A NAME 
THAT STANDS 

FOR 
QUALITY

• Can be Installed Over An Existing Roof
• 40 Year Factory Warranty 

• 4- Star Hail And Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak 
• Hidden Fastener • Many Colors Available

UNITED ROOFING

Tired of re-roofing 
your house?

TRY A 
STEEL ROOF!

RUDY DET WEILER 
S4194 BARREAU RD. 
LAVALLE, WI 53941

FREE ESTIMATES!

A NAME 
THAT STANDS 

FOR 
QUALITYQUALITY

• Can be Installed Over An Existing Roof
• 40 Year Factory Warranty 

• 4- Star Hail And Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak 
• Hidden Fastener • Many Colors Available

UNITED ROOFINGUNITED ROOFING

Tired of re-roofing 
your house?

TRY A 
STEEL ROOF!

608-986-2468 
Leave a Message!

          GREAT LIVING for 55+
Professionally managed by Attic Angel 

841 N. Main Street • Verona, WI 
Studios • 1BR • 2 BR

Includes ALL utilities, daily breakfast buffet,  
housekeeping, common spaces and more!

Your hometown lifestyle awaits!
           Call for a tour: 608.653.1801

OakmontSeniorCommunity.com

of the state’s leading 
scorers. 

Beating the Spartans (18-
5, 10-3) on their home fl oor 
avenged a 42-point loss to 
them on Jan. 15 when Man-
chester went down early 
with a separated shoulder 
that put him in street clothes 
for the next seven games — 
the same type of injury that 
ended his postseason last 
year.

“We were embarrassed at 
home, big time,” Chapman 
said. “We took that person-
ally and we made it happen 
tonight.”

The win took on even 
greater importance when 
the Vikings learned that 
Reedsburg had shocked 
conference leader Sauk 
Prairie, elevating the Vi-
kings into a three-way tie at 
the top with the Eagles and 
McFarland. 

With a victory this 
Thursday at Fort Atkinson, 
Mount Horeb can claim at 
least a share of the Badger 
Small title.

“Feels like we’re kind of 
the underdogs almost — 
kind of beaten up, guys out, 
not knowing how we were 
going to put it all together,” 
said Manchester, who was 
held to just one point in the 
fi rst half but fi nished with a 
game-high 27, all inside the 
3-point line. “It’s kind of 
fun to just go out there with 
nothing to lose and having 
fun.”

Want to talk about having 
fun? 

Check out Chapman, who 
raged out of the gates with 
a baseline jumper on a de-
signed set and a 3-pointer 
from the right corner. 

“It was nice to see him 
get going with that first 
shot. He was laughing down 
the court,” junior post Evan 
Leibfried said. “It was awe-
some to get him back.”

Or listen to Manchester, 
who said “life was easy” 
during a fi rst half when he 
missed all eight shots from 
the floor — and admit-
tedly got a little agitated by 
“overrated” chants from the 
McFarland student section 
— but was feeding red-hot 
teammates for their own 
scores.

“If I have to score one 
point, 30, 40 — doesn’t 
matter. I honestly could 
care less,” said Manchester, 
who is averaging nearly 30 
points per game on the sea-
son and now ranks No. 15 

on the all-time state scor-
ing list with 2,413 career 
points. “I’ve got nothing 
left to prove in my career, 
so I’m just trying to go out 
there and win.”

Then there was Leibfried. 
Historically, Mount 

Horeb has lacked size in 
its program, instead hang-
ing its hat on scrappiness, 
shooting and a team-fi rst 
mentality. 

But after watching 
6-foot-9 junior post Eli 
Krueger exert his infl uence 
on both ends of the fl oor 
in the fi rst half — hitting 
3-pointers, blocking or al-
tering a multitude of shots, 
and clogging Manchester’s 
path to the basket — the Vi-
kings assistant coaches rec-
ommended an elevated role 
for the 6-foot-7 Leibfried 
to form a potent frontcourt 
alongside 6-6 senior for-
ward Hayden Anderson and 
the 6-4 Chapman. 

Head coach Todd 
Nesheim bought in. 

The chess move suddenly 
gave Mount Horeb a signifi -
cant advantage in size and 
mass at the other four po-
sitions. And Leibfried em-
braced the role with vigor, 
keeping Krueger in check 
on the defensive end — in-
cluding putting him on the 
fl oor once with an emphatic 
blocked shot — and provid-
ing an outside threat offen-
sively that drew Krueger 
away from full-time basket 
protection mode.

“He’s really good,” Leib-
fried said of Krueger, who 
finished with 23 points 
and eight rebounds. “The 
coaches told me to play 
physical and get up in his 
face. That’s what I tried to 
do, and I think I did a pretty 
good job.”

Riding Chapman’s hot 
start, Mount Horeb forced 
an early timeout by Mc-
Farland after Anderson’s 
3-pointer produced a 10-3 
lead. The Vikings prompted 
another Spartans timeout 
after staking themselves 
to a 23-14 lead at the 8:15 
mark on their best posses-
sion of the half, with Nick 
Ibinger draining a 3-pointer 
off an inside-out assist from 
Leibfried following an An-
derson offensive rebound.

The Spartans responded 
with a 10-2 run bookended 
by a basket from Ben Bo-
sold, their lone honoree 
on Senior Night, and a 
3-pointer from Krueger to 
draw within 25-24. McFar-
land seized its only lead of 
the fi rst half moments later 

when sophomore guard 
Braydon Fischer sliced 
through the Mount Horeb 
defense on a coast-to-coast 
layup for a 31-29 edge.

Manchester — face-
guarded throughout the 
half by McFarland’s Gar-
rett Crull, and with second 
and third defenders rushing 
at him regularly — fi nally 
got on the board with a free 
throw with 46.8 seconds 
left. Manchester then forced 
a steal, missing a transition 
layup that Anderson put 
back in the closing seconds 
to send the Vikings to the 
locker room with a 32-31 
lead.

Chapman finished the 
first half with 13 points, 
with Nesheim taking no 
credit for his mental readi-
ness and lack of rust.

“I don’t have to say 
anything to him. He’s the 
smartest kid we’ve got,” 
Nesheim said. “He stayed 
ballhandling, he stayed 
conditioning. We never 
once talked about anything 
basketball-related.”

Added Manchester: 
“That’s just the type of kid 
he is. He’s always going to 
be prepared. He’s one of the 
hardest workers on the team 
and he’s always locked in. 
When we were both hurt, 
we talked about how when 
we were both back, how 
deadly it would be. And we 
showed that tonight.”

Just as Mount Horeb or-
chestrated early opportu-
nities for Chapman in the 
fi rst half, the Vikings went 
straight to Manchester in 
the second to get him back 
on track. He scored four of 
the team’s fi rst fi ve baskets, 
including a three-point play 
following one of his fi ve 
steals to provide Mount 
Horeb a 44-41 lead with 
14:48 left.

The teams traded the 
lead four times before the 
Vikings went on an 8-0 
run behind a putback and 
3-pointer by Leibfried 
(seven points, team-high 
11 rebounds) sandwiched 
around another steal-and-
score by Manchester for a 
54-47 edge.

“He’s an energy guy,” 
Chapman said of Leibfried. 
“When you get him roll-
ing, get him moving, he’s 
going to be hard to stop. He 
played out of his mind to-
night.”

Mount Horeb repelled 
another McFarland surge 
when Chapman drained a 
3-pointer from the left wing 
and Manchester converted a 
turnover into a layup for the 
third time, claiming a 64-58 
lead with 3:52 remaining. 
Spartans guard Kam Mein-
holdt answered by drain-
ing his third 3-pointer of 
the second half and, after a 
stop, Sawyer Punzel had a 
potential tying trey go off 
target.

But that was it for McFar-
land. 

Shaking off his early 
struggles, Manchester re-
sumed his customary late-
game role of closer, scoring 
the Vikings’ fi nal 10 points. 
He hit a spinner over 
Fischer and blew through 
him for another hoop and a 
68-61 advantage, then made 
his fi nal six free throws.

Now, Mount Horeb has 
a chance to repeat as Bad-
ger Small champion, and 
has its sights set on a deep 
postseason that – if seeds 
hold – sets up a rubber 

match against McFarland. 
The Vikings will make this 
push without two contribu-
tors who’ve been ruled out 
for the season — Kyle Fre-
itag (shoulder) and Aiden 
Aeschlimann (foot) —  but 
with a resurgent Chapman 
and Manchester alongside 
a supporting cast that has 
matured mightily.

“We’re going to be a 
tough out,” said Nesheim, 
whose team topped the 
Spartans in the regional 
fi nals last year before fall-
ing one step shy of the state 
tournament. “That’s been 
the goal since we lost last 
year — get back to that sec-
tional fi nal game, and then 
be a little better.”

Feb. 20
Mount Horeb …. 32  42 — 74
McFarland ……… 31  33 — 64
Mount Horeb (fgm-fga ftm-

fta pts) — Kam Nesheim 0-1 0-0 
0, Josh Manchester 9-22 9-13 27, 

Hayden Anderson 6-7 1-3, Max 
Grundahl 0-0 0-0 0, Cal Odgers 
0-3 0-0 0, Mason Williams 1-3 2-2 
4, Evan Leibfried 3-5 0-0 7, Nick 
Ibinger 1-3 0-0 3, Alex Chapman 
8-14 0-1 19. Totals: 28-58 12-19 
74.

McFarland — Joe Fortune 0-2 
0-0 0, Braydon Fischer 3-11 0-1 
7, Garrett Crull 7-15 2-2 17, Eli 
Krueger 8-13 5-6 23, Parker Roh 
0-0 0-0 0, Kam Meinholdt 4-12 0-0 
12, Ben Bosold 2-4 0-0 4. Totals: 
24-57 7-10 64. 

 Team stats
Three-pointers: MH 6-15 

(Chapman 3-7, Leibfried 1-1, An-
derson 1-2, Ibinger 1-2, Manchester 
0-3), McF 8-25 (Meinholdt 4-11, 
Krueger 2-3, Crull 1-4, Fischer 1-5, 
Fortune 0-1, Bosold 0-1). Transi-
tion points: MH 9, McF 4. Points 
off turnovers: MH 11, McF 9. 

Rebounds: MH 39 (Anderson 
11, Leibfried 11), McF 30 (Krueger 
8, Bosold 8). Assists: MH 14 
(Manchester 6), McF 19 (Crull 
6). Steals: MH 6 (Manchester 5), 
McF 3 (Fischer 2). Blocks: MH 2 
(Anderson 1, Leibfried 1), McF 3 
(Krueger). Turnovers: MH 7, McF 
9. Fouls: MH 12, McF 15.

BOYS BB
continued from page 11

Evan Leibfried (21) and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team notched a huge road win at 
McFarland last Friday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

PAL STEEL
New • Used • Surplus

FABRICATION • CRANE SERVICE • STEEL PROCESSING

MULTI-METAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER
Pipe - Plate - Channel - Angle - Tube - Rebar - Bar Grating, Expanded Metal -

Sheet - Lintels - B-Decking - Pipe Bollards - Decorative Iron Parts
I & H Beams $3 & up per foot

STAINLESS STEEL & ALUMINUM

STEEL ROOFING & SIDING

212 3rd Street, Palmyra • 262-495-4453 • sales@palsteel.com

We Are Open! New Office Location Across The Rail Road Tracks

NEW
LOCATION

FREE 
Stock Book

ROUGH SAWN LUMBER & ROLLS + SHEETS 8’X15’ CONCRETE MESH 109A, 79A, 69A
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS: 

NOON WEDNESDAY
the week prior to publication.
For rates and deadline information for 
multiple paper insertion, please call 
608-767-3655 or email:
classifieds@fingerpub.com

Rate: $13.00 for up to 
10 words, additional words are 

30¢ each. Ads must be paid in 
advance by credit card by calling

608-767-3655; or at our central
office in Black Earth – 

Finger Publishing, Inc.,
1126 Mills St., Black Earth

CLEARY  
RETAIL SALES

GREAT DEALS FOR ALL OF YOUR BUILDING 
AND CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Including 29 gauge new steel in many colors, lightly 
used steel, metal trims, walk doors, windows, trusses, 

lumber, fasteners, and even overhead doors!   
Contact the Cleary Building Corp. retail sales division 

at 608-497-4764.  Or retail @clearybuilding.com

FOR RENT 2 bedroom on 2nd
floor of 2 flat in Blue Mounds.
Off street parking, laundry.
$950 plus utilities. 608-212-
7347.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE Larger
pieces for outdoor wood stove.
Call Steve 608-576-3637.

Licensed In-Home 
Day Care Openings  

in Mt. Horeb
• 30 Years Experience
• CPR Certified
• References
• Funding Welcome
• Best Rates in Town
• Plenty of Indoor &  

Outdoor Play
• Music Activities
• Meals Provided

Contact Jen / 608-712-0488

HELP WANTED Local
countertop manufacturer is
looking for person to build and
install countertops in the local
area. Good wages and benefits
provided. Cal 608-798-4733 for
an appointment.
HOME HEALTHCARE PRO-
VIDER WANTED- weekend
mornings available. House-
keeping/personal care. Good
Pay. Cross Plains area. Call for
details. 608-798-4946

PARTS • SALES
SERVICE

RITCHIE IMPLEMENT, INC.
BARNEVELD
Barneveld 608-924-9711 • Cobb 608-623-2331

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT
GASTROPARESIS/STOMACH 
PARALYSIS (“FROZEN 
STOMACH”) or VISION LOSS 
after use of WEIGHT- LOSS 
GLP-1 drugs, you may be 
entitled to compensation. 
Contact Charles Johnson 
800/535-5727
MISCELLANEOUS
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-
355-6955 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-518-2155
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
425-2108 today!
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-844-260-2934
YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided 
tours available. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel designed 
for mature travelers. Our tours 
include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, entrance 
fees, a professional Tour Director 
and select meals. For a limited 
time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 
YMT today. 1-888-351-2630

Spring Seasonal
Positions
Available

• CDL Drivers*
• Non CDL Drivers
• Warehouse/Skid Loader Operator
*Will consider assisting with obtaining CDL

Visit the Marxville or Spring Green Location at:
9119 Hwy 19             212 E. Peterson Street
Mazomanie, WI 53560     Spring Green, WI 53588
(608)767-2172    (608)588-7239

Call for more information 
or apply online…
insightfs.com/careers

WE’RE
HIRING!

Scott’s Custom Services
Scrap Metal Pickup

Junk Vehicles • Batteries • Appliances

Scott Shelstad • Owner • Mt. Horeb
Please leave a Message

608-279-4227
Will Pick up all types of metal.

Prairie Du Sac, WI

HIRING 
DRIVERS & 
TECHNICIANS
Republic Services 
hiring CDL A & B 
Drivers and Diesel 
Technicians • Competitive Pay

• Great Benefits-
PTO, 401(k), 
ESPP

• Career 
Advancement 
Opportunities

SUSTAINABILITY 
IN ACTION

Prairie du Sac, WI

Dane - Iowa Wastewater Commission
Entry Level Wastewater Operator

Full Time / 7:00am-3:30pm M-F
Location: Mazomanie, Wisconsin

Job Summary: We are seeking a skilled and motivated individual to 
join our team as an entry level wastewater operator. As a member of 
the team, you will work under the guidance of the Superintendent 
and Lab Manager to learn how to operate all aspects of the treatment 
facility in a safe and efficient manner.

Responsibilities:
     • Assist with the day-to-day operations. 
     • Conduct regular checks and inspections to monitor equipment   
       and process performance and identify potential issues.
     • Perform equipment maintenance.
     • Accurately record data, and maintenance activity in logs and 
       computer systems.
     • Stay current with industry advancements, best practices, and  
       regulatory changes related to wastewater treatment.
     • Learn to operate the sludge removal process and learn
       laboratory practices.

Required Qualifications:
     • High school diploma or equivalent.
     • Strong work ethic and willingness to learn.
     • Ability to work effectively in a team environment.
     • Basic mechanical aptitude.
     • Valid driver’s license and reliable transportation.
     • Reside within 30 minutes of the facility for on-call emergencies.

Ideal Qualifications:
     • Basic or advanced wastewater operator’s license in the 
       State of Wisconsin with any of the following subgrades: 
       A1, B, C, P, D, L, and SS.
     • Experience in wastewater treatment plant operations.
     • Wastewater lab experience.

Compensation: Competitive wage with excellent benefits, Wisconsin 
Retirement System, paid vacation, sick leave and clothing allowance.

Application Process: To apply for this position, please submit your 
resumé, cover letter, and any relevant certifications or licenses to Jeff 
Moyer, Wastewater Superintendent, at daneiowawwtf@gmail.com. 
Interviews will be scheduled beginning the week of March 16.

EOE

PAY RANGES FROM $15/HR.–$16/HR.
Park Rangers & Park Technician positions require 
two years of driving experience. If you enjoy 
working outdoors, are self-motivated with good 
customer service 
and communication 
skills, we have 
several fun summer 
positions available. 

Apply at WISC.JOBS 
Keyword “Blue Mounds”    

Deadline is March 5, 2026

Apply at WISC.JOBS 
Keyword “Blue Mounds”    

Deadline is March 5, 2026

PAY RANGES FROM $15/HR.–$16/HR.PAY RANGES FROM $15/HR.–$16/HR.
Park Rangers & Park Technician positions require 
two years of driving experience. If you enjoy 
working outdoors, are self-motivated with good 
customer service 
and communication 
skills, we have 
several fun summer 
positions available. 

Apply at WISC.JOBS 

RENTALSFOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Subscribe for $49/year
608-767-3655

Advertise in the Classifieds
Sell or search, hire and find employment.  

Call us at 608-767-3655 to place an ad!

SEEKING CLERK/TREASURER (FULL-TIME)

Village of Blue Mounds

Submit cover letter, resume and references to:
info@bluemoundsvillage.com or in writing to:  

Village President, P.O. Box 189  
11011 Brigham Avenue
Blue Mounds, WI 53517

The Village of Blue Mounds (Pop. 948) is seeking a qualified, detail- 
oriented professional to serve as its Clerk/Treasurer. This key leadership role is 
responsible for official meetings and records management, municipal financial 
operations, and election administration.
Salary & Benefits:

Competitive salary DOQ plus comprehensive benefits including health, 
dental, life insurance, Wisconsin Retirement System, paid leave & professional 
development.

800 Compassion Way, Dodgeville, WI 53533 • 608.930.8000

Healthcare Employment Opportunities
Become a part of a growing and dynamic health 

care organization that was named a TOP 100 Critical 
Access Hospital! We have a wonderful variety of 
employment opportunities available including:
• Director of Obstetrical 

Services
• OB Registered Nurse
• Certified Nursing 

Assistant
• Dietitian
• Environmental 

Services (p.m./nights)
• Medical Coding 

Team Lead
• Imaging Technologist 

(nights)
• Registered Nurses (ED, 

SNF, Float)
• Certified Diabetes 

Care & Education 
Specialist (CDCES)

• Clinic CMA or LPN
• Clinic Triage RN

To learn more about these and other great job opportunities,
go to our website at: www.uplandhillshealth.org

• Director of Marketing 
& Community 
Relations

• Clinic Registration 
Specialist

• Human Resources 
Generalist

• Emergency Dept 
Intake Technician – 
AEMT

• Health Information 
Management File Clerk
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