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Veterans support
Local Swim Team
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Sports editor
Reischel wins
Foothall
Writers of
America award

Reischel

Rob Reischel, Sports
Editor for the Mount Horeb
Mail, recently received a
Professional Football Writ-

continued on page 4

The 2026 homecoming
parade will take place on
Friday, September 25th.
The start time for the pa-
rade will be approximately
2:45 p.m., fifteen minutes
after the pep rally at the
high school. The parade
will follow the same route
as in past years.

The route will start on

continued on page 4
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Where the

wild things are

Dave Laufenberg with his dog, Tui, who originally came from the Assiniboine and Sioux Indian Res-
ervation in Wolf Point, Montana. They are pictured on land that was recently home to two plants - corn

and soy - and now boasts around 200 species. Photo by Matt Geiger.

Mag Agriculture’s
Dave Laufenberg
touts the benefits of
ecological diversity

By Mt Geiger
Mount Horeb Mail

“Farming is this beautiful
intersection of all things,”
says Dave Laufenberg. “Ev-
erything comes together on
the farm.”

Standing in a pasture
brimming with life, his
words echo those of iconic
writer Wendell Berry: “My
basic assumption when talk-
ing about agriculture is that
there’s more to it than just
agriculture. That you can’t
disconnect one part of a so-
ciety from all the other parts
and just look at the results
and that alone.”

American units of gov-
ernment, from federal all
the way down to city and

continued on page 6

Laurence Kruckman publishes debut book of local stories:
‘Driftless Anthology: Coming of Age n Western Wlsconsm

By Mart Geiger
Mount Horeb Mail

A new book published by
Little Creek Press on Au-
gust 15 shines a light on the
people and places that make
this region special. Readers
of the Mount Horeb Mail
will likely recognize some
of these tales by Laurence
Kruckman, which have ap-
peared as his “Village Vi-

the time to answer a few
questions about his work,
his life, the way a sense
of place keeps people
grounded, and whether or
not Thomas Wolfe as actu-
ally correct about whether or
not you can go home again.

First of all, tell us a little
about this book? What’s it
about?

Kruckman: At its heart,

our lives, and in particular
my life. By returning back
to my boyhood town and
actual house after 50 years,
I was able to look into a
unique historical mirror and
reflect on what forces played
arole in my development as
a person. The backdrop is
the Driftless Area of western
Wisconsin and a small town
in Dane County, but I feel

Laurence Kruckman with Carolyn White. Photo
contributed.

Driftless Anthology is a the core message speaks to
series of essays exploring
people and places that shape

gnettes” in these pages.

Kruckman recently took continued on page 6

Saturday, October 3rd

Internatlonal Tug of War Competltlon

Startmg at 11am Wlth Exhlbltlon Pulls :
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Lorelei Lawry, left, and Julia Straka are the Rotary students for September.
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Lawry and Straka are
Student Rotarians

September is a favorite
time at the Mount Horeb Ro-
tary Club because it means
that high school students are
back to eat lunch with the
club at noon Wednesdays at
Culver’s and share their cur-
rent activities.

Lorelei Lawry and Julia
Straka are the Rotary stu-
dents of the month for Sep-
tember. Both are members
of Club Interact, the Rotary
affiliate for students. Club
Interact does service ac-
tivities, including recently
decorating bags for children
at Ronald McDonald House.

Lorelei is a founding
member of Sources of
Strength, a high school
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group focused on mental
health. The group is plan-
ning a community-wide
“color run” next spring, with
proceeds to an organiza-
tion that supports substance
abuse treatment.

Lorelei is also active in
band and choir. She plays
multiple instruments and is
currently serving as uniform
manager and drum major in
the marching band. She’s
been involved in the musi-
cal and competed in solo
and ensemble contests in
both vocal and instrumental
music. Her other activities
include Green Team, Stu-
dent Council, Debate Club,
HOSA, Link Crew, National
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i SOUNTRY MUSIC CONCER7g )

MAGGIE MAE & THE
SAWMILL CREEK BAND
Saturday, September 26

Next Concert Sunday, October 11
Located at Sawmill Creek Farm
N8855 Badger Rd ¢ Blanchardville
Enjoy the day with with friends listening to some of best
traditional country music and yodeling around.

( Bring your Lawn Chairs * Concessions are available )

Featuring Talented Local Musicians (Mark Gruenenfelder, Maggie,
Dan Smith, Eric Nofsinger, Walter Barger & Jeff Colson)
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\ Maggie Mae - 608-617-9274 Y,

Honor Society, Social Jus-
tice Club and Viking Book
Club.

Lorelei is the daughter of
Molly and Mike Lawry and
the sister of Cy Lawry.

Julia Straka is having a
busy fall as captain of the
State Champion cross coun-
try team. The team had a
great start to its season de-
spite competing against
larger schools. In the winter,
Julia plays basketball and in
the spring she’s on the track
and field team. She was re-
cently selected to the home-
coming court.

Julia is a class officer and
a member of National Honor
Society, and works at Mill-
er’s and the school district.
She’s co-founder of “Letters
of Love” and shared that the
group recently handwrote
100 fall-themed letters that
will be sent to hospitalized
children. Julia is the daugh-
ter of Josh and Sarah Straka
and the sister of Katherine
and William. She hopes to
attend UW-Madison or the
University of lowa and is in-
terested in a career in health
care or education.

QuaurTy SERVICE

NEED AUTO BODY REPAIRS?

Call

Us First!

Yo
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¢ FREE Loaner Car

e |-Car & ASE
Certified Techs

e Written Warranty

 Foreign & Domestic
Vehicle Repair

Some Foreign Models Excluded.
Not Able to Handle some Rust Repairs.

2011 Springdale St.
Mount Horeb

(608) 437-5555
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American Legion supports
MHHS Girls Swim Team

MHHS GreesSuwTean 5 300%

At fonroen pad oo

The Mount Horeb American Legion Post 113 donated $300 to the Mount
Horeb Girls Swim Team. Al Breunig, the Legion’s Finance Officer, presented
the check to the MHHS Girls Swim Team.

Jeannie Statz uses weight
loss journey to support
local veterans’ breakfast
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Jeannie Statz set out on a health journey a year ago. She wanted to take
control of her life again. On her journey, she has lost over 140 pounds and is
helping others become healthier along the way.

At the end of June, Jerry Hook, Commander of the Mount Horeb American
Legion, met with Jeannie and they talked about how they could combine her
efforts with a way to support local Veterans. They talked about asking people
to pledge money for every mile that Jeannie walked during July. A few days
later, Jeannie and Hook met with the VFW Commander, Marny Skindrud, to
talk (top photo).

They decided that the funds would go to support the free Veterans Break-
fast held the first Saturday of every month at The Red Mouse, because every
month more than 50 Veterans attend the breakfast, eat great food, and social-
ize. Jeannie received sponsorships from businesses and individuals and they
are grateful to everyone who supported Jeannie along the way. Jeannie raised
over $1,000 and Jerry Hook raised over $300.

Jeannie has since joined the Mount Horeb American Legion Auxiliary so
that she can continue to honor her father, DuWayne Statz’s military service.
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Local Government

Mount Horeb Historic Preservation Commission
applies for grant money to bolster funding

By Erin Hernoon
Mount Horeb Mail

The Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC) is ap-
plying for 2026 grant fund-
ing. The HPC met August
26 and voted to continue its
funding process to support
commission goals. It also
approved its July meeting
minutes and planned future
discussions surrounding
current design standards.

HPC Chair Marc Schellp-
feffer introduced a letter of
intent Village Administrator
Gabe Altenbernd prepared
for Jason Tish, the Certified
Local Government (CLG)
Coordinator with the Wis-

consin Historical Society.
Schellpfeffer said while the
commission’s previously
sought-after and obtained
grant went toward the ongo-
ing Village historic resource
survey, this grant applica-
tion would focus on revising
existing codes for historic
properties, ensuring any
renovations preserve their
historicity and the character
of the Village.

“We had gone after a
grant to help us with the his-
toric resource survey that’s
currently going on,” Chair
Schellpfeffer said. “This
would be another grant ap-
plication around our design
review standards as they

relate to downtown as well
as historic structures that
would be in its purview in
the future.”

According to the letter,
if selected, the Village will
utilize the funds to hire a
consultant to clarify and
personalize the design stan-
dards so historic property
owners have a clear un-
derstanding regarding any
maintenance, alterations or
additions to their properties.
Similarly, the HPC and Vil-
lage Trustees will be able
to utilize it as a clear set of
guidelines with which to
evaluate such projects.

HPC Citizen member
Destinee Udelhoven said

the 2026 grant aligns well
with goals the commission
has maintained since its in-
ception.

“I would have liked to go
for this grant first, but we
were told by the state, and
I now agree, that it would
have been nice to have our
survey in order before we
do our design standards,”
Citizen member Udelhoven
said. “These design stan-
dards will help people who
are doing updates or projects
on their house that are on the
register to know what we’re
looking for. The application
should be as clear as pos-
sible, so folks don’t feel like
they got blindsided by regu-

lations.”

Udelhoven said she an-
ticipates the HPC will be
informed by the Wisconsin
State Historic Preservation
Office if Mount Horeb is the
grant’s recipient by spring
2027. If selected, she said
the grant will be reimburs-
able with no match required,
and the Village will have the
opportunity to meet with
multiple consultants and ul-
timately decide if they wish
to move forward with the
project.

“I think we should know
by the spring. [The consul-
tants] are applying for the
full project amount, and
then you have to get three or

four bids to make sure that
the number is appropriate.
This is going to be between
$30,000 and $40,000, so it
would include quite a bit
of input from the public,”
Udelhoven said. “There’d
be a meeting or two asking
for feedback from the con-
sultant, and if it’s no match,
and the Village decides, for
whatever reason, they don’t
want free money, they can
say no.”

The Historic Preservation
Commission next meets Sep-
tember 23, 2026 at 6 p.m.

Village of Blue Mounds votes on increase for fire

budget; Trustee Jefl Lange leaves village board

By Asican Knrpusicky
Mount Horeb Mail

The Blue Mounds village
board approved the budget
for the Mount Horeb Area
Joint Fire Department at its
Sept. 9 meeting with a small
increase.

The village board heard a
presentation from MHAJFD
Fire Chief Jenny Minter
on the 2025 call data and
increases in costs that re-
quire a budget change. She
told the board that the fire
department was requesting
an increase of $84,500 for
2027.

Minter said personnel is
always the highest cost, and
the department had to in-
crease the budget for fill-in
staff because of the high vol-
ume of calls. She added the
cost to repair fire apparatus

is increasing. And the de-
partment is requesting in the
budget an increase to the pot
of money that goes towards
checks volunteer firefighters
receive based on the number
of calls they volunteer at.

Minter said MHAIJFD
wasn’t requesting a wage
increase for EMS this year,
but she was watching area
departments to compare
wages, and hopes her de-
partment can remain com-
petitive.

In Blue Mounds, Minter
said the department re-
sponded to 98 calls in the
village in 2025, which was
the exact same as 2024.

Minter said the fire de-
partment would hold its
budgetary meeting and look
for approvals at the end of
September. For the budget

to pass, seven of the eight
municipalities needed to ap-
prove the budget.

The Blue Mounds village
board approved the budget
at its Sept. 9 meeting.

Also at the meeting, resi-
dent Audra Anderson spoke
during public comment
about a concern she had re-
garding permitting and zon-
ing for a specific property.

Anderson pointed to a de-
tached garage on Cave of the
Mounds Road that is zoned
residential, but is operating
as a commercial business.

Baum responded that he
was aware of the situation.

“There were probably
some issues in how that pro-
cess is handled,” Baum said.

Baum announced earlier
in the meeting he was look-
ing for residents to be part

of a temporary committee
to review and revise the vil-
lage’s building permit and
zoning standards, as they are
out of date.

And Baum said this ad
hoc committee could ad-
dress the standards so there
would not be oversights like
this again.

And Trustee Curt Winter
said this was an issue with
the village’s process: “What
happened here is a lapse in
how we’re supposed to do
business.”

And he said the village
board was looking at the
issue very seriously.

“This is not getting blown
off by anyone,” Winter said.
“This is getting looked at
real hard, and changes have
to be made for the benefit of
the town.”

Correction: Rosenbaum statement

The following quote,
which was from Springdale
supervisor John Rosen-
baum, was mistakenly at-
tributed to the wrong person
(Bachman) in last week’s

fire budget article: “I am not
a member of your commit-
tee, but this is very impor-
tant to Springdale. I do not
think it is too late for 2027,
maybe there is a phase in

over three years starting in
2027, as this is a significant
dollar amount for every-
body and for the Village to
just say this is a big number
for us and we cannot do it

in 2027..... I am going to
challenge you and suggest
we just phase into this as a
fairer arrangement starting
in 2027.” The Mail regrets
the error.
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Baum also shared at the
meeting that Trustee Jeff
Lange resigned because he
was moving out of the vil-
lage.

He said that means the
village will put out a call

for a new trustee to finish
his term. People who are in-
terested can check the Blue
Mounds village website for
more information.

United Methodist Church of Mount Horeb

<\ Specify when ordering:

CALL: 608-604-5240 to place your orders.
To order online please visit: www.umcmbh.org

Cost $7.50 ea.

(advance order only)

J 2 OPTIONS AVAILABLE!

o Meat/Potatoes
o Meat/Potatoes/Carrots
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Single Premium Deferred Annuity
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3.50% guaranteed for 1 year
3.50% guaranteed for 2 years
5.25% guaranteed for 3 years
5.50% guaranteed for 5 years

$10,000 Minimum ($5,000 minimum for IRAs)
Monthly interest income or tax deferred option

The Investment Center
at

Farmers Savings Bank
305 Doty St., Mineral Point, WI 53565
608-987-5020 or 608-987-5024
Underwritten by ELCO Mutual Life & Annuity. Rates subject to change.
Not a deposit. Not FDICinsured. Not insured by any federal government
agency. Not guaranteed by the institution. May go down in value.




PAGE 4

MOUNT HOREB MAIL

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

Gleanings

By Bare Jonnson
Mount Horeb Mail

140 Years Ago-

Sept. 29,1886

Miss Lottie Lewis has
shut up shop as Milliner and
intends going to Chicago for
a while.

A brand new milliner has
located in our midst and oc-
cupies the front room of A.
Oberg’s building.

H.A. Cowie failed of get-
ting nomination for county
sheriff by five votes only,
much to the regret of his
many friends.

One of the balloons sent
up by H. G. Elliott & Co.,
on the night of July 5th,
has been heard from, it was
found by a Winnebago In-
dian near Lake Superior
who, when discovered, was
carrying water in it. He has
started on foot for this place
to claim his one pound of
tea.

On October 1st the spe-
cial delivery system of the
post office department will
included every post office in
the United States. Anyone
wishing a letter delivered to
the party addressed at once
can do so by adding a tent
cent stamp prepared for the
purpose. In small offices the
mail will be delivered to a
distance of a mile from the
office.

130 Years Ago-
Oct.1,1896
John Olson, of the firm

of Fosshage and Olson, has
been at Milwaukee taking a
course in embalming.

Good work has been done
on the R.R. Crossing on
Second St. The work has
been carried on by volun-
teers. Thanks for your con-
tribution.

Arne Huset has about
finished his new house on
Main St. in Witte’s addition.
A very tasty and comfort-
able home it is.

The number of walnut
pickers that have gone to the
Mounds with ladders and a
lot of empty sacks, have all
come back well loaded with
disappointments. It isn’t a
walnut year, it ain’t.

Why in the name of com-
mon sense does not the
property owners in the east-
ern part if the village build
a fire cistern, say near the
Lutheran church? The fire
department stands ready
to offer their service free
of charge. But what can be
done without water? Wake
up citizens, you cannot af-
ford to lose your homes
even if insurance is carried.

120 Years Ago-

Sent. 21,1906

After a vacation of several
weeks during the hot part
of the summer the 1.O.G.T.
Lodge resumed their semi-
monthly regular meets last
Monday evening at the
home of Fink brothers.

The circuit and munici-
pal courts in Madison have

been exceedingly busy the
past couple of weeks mak-
ing out citizenship papers.
Tuesday was the last day
papers could be had under
the old law. The new law
that is now in effect is more
stringent.

Gottleib Kunz is again
back to his studies at Naper-
ville, Ill. Mr. Kunz has the
pluck and energy to con-
tinue to strive for knowledge
in the face of limited means,
but it is generally such men
that make a mark in the
world sooner or later in life
and we believe Mr. Kunz
will not be one exception to
this rule.

Henry Lee will succeed
A.O. Bakken as carrier on
mail route No. 3 from this
place, after Oct. Ist, as the
latter has sent in his resigna-
tion, to take effect on that
date. Mr. Lee has bought the
horses and rigs of Mr. Bak-
ken and is getting in trim for
the arduous job. Mr. Bakken
will give his time to his new
invention, the open rig car-
riers’ cabinet, on which he
has obtained a patent. He
is receiving orders from far
and near, and indications are
very favorable for a success-
ful business.

Mr. and Mrs. Ole Sloten
are new residents of Mount
Horeb, having rented the
Henry Peterson house in
Martin’s Addition on “Look-
out Heights.”

110 Years Ago-

Sept. 29,1916

The Equity society had
a meeting in the village
hall Wednesday afternoon,
which was well attended.

A very large gathering
was present at the mission
fest at Perry last Sunday.
The spacious church was
unable to room the multi-
tude. The offering amounted
to $378.20. A number from
here were present.

Olin Ruste has appropri-
ately named his place “Airy
Knoll Farm” and has ordered
stationary at this printery.
There are many farms still
unnamed and suggest that
everyone owning of a farm
puts on his or her thinking
cap and get busy, find some
appropriate name and let us
stand sponsor by publishing
the count of the christening,
and then you will want the
farm stationary.

100 Years Ago-

Sent. 28,1926

Stanley (Todd) Jacob-
son, has opened a pressing,
cleaning and dying shop in
the former Mount Horeb
Bank Building, in the room
above the Gesme Barber
Shop. “Tod” has installed
a Hoffman Steam Pressing
Outfit and is prepared to do
good work at a very reason-
able figure.

The Moser group., famous
Swiss Yodelers, who are
making a tour of this coun-
try will present a concert at
the Parkway theatre, Octo-
ber 10.

A large number of rela-
tives tendered Dr. and Mrs.
J.E. Brager a surprise party,
Sunday in honor of their
25th wedding anniversary.
A bounteous chicken dinner
was served as well as  a de-
licious supper. Dr. and Mrs.
Brager have lived in this

Letter to the Editor

‘A game of the super rich’: Al will ruin
lives and destroy the environment

Watching the news these
weeks about Al... the same
weeks they are suing more
companies for not having
control of their content and
ruining our children’s lives!!

How stupid are we to
think no harm will come of
even more technological in-

vasion of humanity? It’s just
a game of the super rich to
get more money and power,
with no concern for any-
thing else.

Here in Wisconsin, on
Lake Michigan, a huge
lakefront acreage has been
totally ripped up & leveled
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to make way for a data cen-
ter. When the neighborhoods
next door complained about
the devastation, the com-
pany started offering all the
homeowners money to buy
them out!!

And in Wisconsin more
and more huge power lines
are being built, huge swaths
of woodland leveled to clear
the paths, completing much
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of it before the homeowners
near this mess are allowed to
speak. On top of all this is
the devastation of jobs that
made it possible for gen-
erations to have a good life.
Soon all the precious energy
we need for heat and air
conditioning will be sucked
up by technology sharing
mostly useless Al generated
crap.

Karen L. White,
Mount Horeb
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village the entire 25 years
of their married life and are
numbered among our most
esteemed citizens.

Mr. and Mrs. W.T. Mason
and Morton Larson of Chi-
cago arrived for several days
visit at the Teman Gordon
farm, Mrs. Gordon returned
with them for a visit in Chi-
cago.

Gottlieb Warren, Blue
Mounds, won third prize on
his block cheese at the Mil-
waukee State Fair.

Thomas Ayen and crew
commenced on Friday to cut
down the hill just south of
No. 19, by the four corners
on the Riley-Mt. Vernon Rd.

90 years Ago-

Sept. 24,1936

Elmer Disrud, village
night watchman, early Sun-
day morning discovered
a blaze in the office of P.J.
Dunlap feed mill. The blaze
was ignited by a bolt of
lightning and burned from
the ceiling down the entire
length of the wall. Disrud
broke a corner out of the
door window to reach in
and unlatch the door and
entered the building and ex-
tinguished the fire. He was
joined by Orville Bergh who
assisted him.

Irven Hoff, Wallace Fos-
shage, Leo Haig, ke Myr-
land and Ed Throndson left
last Saturday night for Long
Lake on a fishing expedi-
tion.

In the Marling Gun Club
clay bird shoot last Sunday,
Cy Henderson, Riley, crack
shot, won first honor, miss-
ing one lone bird in the reg-
ular shoot.

60 Years Ago-

Sent. 29,1966

Residents in Mt. Horeb
will be offered an oppor-
tunity to ZIP Code their
mailing lists during Octo-
ber, Postmaster Walter Post
announced. Letter carriers
will deliver “no postage
needed” cards to each of the
city’s 770 residential deliv-
ery stops. One card for local
addresses and one for out of
town.

At the Strand: “Born
Free” in Technicolor, filmed
in Africa. “The gay and ex-
citing adventures of Elsa the
lioness.”

1967 Cars on display
today at Klusendorf Chev-
olet. Camaro! Chevrolet!
Chevelle! Chevy II! Cor-
vair!

a0 Years Ago-

Sent. 23,1976

The opening night of Vi-
king football was marred by
a robbery of about $1,000
worth of electronic gear
from the band room.

The long-awaited ap-
proval of federal funding
for a new wastewater treat-
ment plant for the Village of
Mount Horeb was received
this week. The 75 percent
cost share has been ap-
proved for 1.2 million dol-
lars.

Walter and Mary Hamady,
rural Mount Horeb, have
been chosen as “Outstand-
ing Forestry Award” winners
in Dane county for 1976.

continued from page 1

ers of America Dick Connor
Writing Award.

In addition to his work for
Finger Publishing, which
owns the Mail, Reischel
covers the Green Bay Pack-
ers for Conley Media and
Forbes Sports.

The Connor Award cat-
egories are named for some
of the renowned pro football
writers who chronicled the
NFL over its history.

The Connor Awards en-
compass beat reporting, col-
umns, features, enterprise
news/features (shortform
and longform), breaking

news, and game stories writ-
ten by PFWA members
from post-Super Bowl LIX
through Super Bowl LX.

Reischel took third place
in the Dave Anderson Col-
umn Writing for a column
titled: “Why Trading Aaron
Rodgers Was Indeed A
‘Good Day’ For The Green
Bay Packers.”

Reischel has covered the
Packers since 2001 for sev-
eral media outlets and has
written eight books about
the team. His new book on
the 1996 Green Bay Packers
Super Bowl championship
team will be available in the
summer of 2027.

continued from page 1

Academy Street in front of
the PC. From there, it will
take a left onto Fourth Street
for a block. The route will
continue, taking a right onto
Garfield Street where it will
proceed to the High School.

All community members
attending the parade are en-
couraged to sit west of the
Garfield and Sixth Street
intersection. Students will
have assigned seating, based
on their school.

Any High-School-related
organization or alumni floats
needed to be registered by

Wednesday, September 23.

Due to time constraints
of the parade, only High
School-related teams/clubs
or alumni floats are included
in the parade. Registration
forms can be picked up at
the high school office.

One reminder to the pa-
rade participants is that
there is to be nothing thrown
or distributed during the
homecoming parade for the
safety of the students.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding the parade,
please call Todd Nesheim at
437-7121.
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Indiginous
perspectives on
Lewis and Clark

The Lewis and Clark ex-
pedition spent countless
hours navigating, document-
ing and discovering lands
that were already home to
dozens of Native nations
with established govern-
ments, trade networks, cul-
tures, and histories. From
the Indigenous perspective,
the land was not unknown.
In truth, without the support
of the Mandan, Hidatsa and
other tribes, the expedition
likely would not have suc-
ceeded. Join Dr. Matthew
Villeneuve, Turtle Moun-
tain Chippewa Descent, at
the Mount Horeb Public
Library Tuesday, October 6
at 6:30pm as he shares an
Indigenous telling of the
Corps of Discovery, high-
lighting a crucial part of
US history. Dr. Villeneuve
is a Professor of US His-
tory and American Indian
Studies at UW-Madison. He
currently teaches courses on
American Indian history,
Native studies, and Indig-
enous education. Matthew’s
scholarship is informed by
his Turtle Mountain Band
of Chippewa descent. For
more information about the

library, its programs and
services, visit www.mhpl.
org or call 608-437-5021.

Bail Scams
continue

Despite attempts to alert
the public to a scam target-
ing families of individuals
recently booked into the
Dane County Jail, the Sher-
iff’s Office received another
report over the weekend of
someone falling victim to it.

Jail bookings are public
information, and scammers
are taking advantage of this
by calling family members,
falsely posing as jail staff,
and asking for bail money
over the phone. This past
weekend, they were asked to
pay $3,000 via Venmo, and
the caller identified himself
as a Sgt. Gary Reynolds.

Telephone and computer
scams have become increas-
ingly complex and convinc-
ing; no one is immune to
being targeted. The phone
number on your screen may
look legitimate, but that’s
part of their game. It’s im-
portant to know how to rec-
ognize a phone scam. The
Federal Trade Commission
offers the following advice:

-Scammers may pretend
to be law enforcement or a
government agency. They
may claim you’ll be ar-

rested, fined, or deported
if you don’t comply. Their
goal is to scare you into
paying. Law enforcement
and government agencies
won’t call to threaten you,
and they will never ask for
money over the phone.

-Scammers will pres-
sure you to act immedi-
ately. Honest businesses
will give you time to con-
sider their offer. Take your
time.

-Scammers will insist
you pay using methods that
make it hard to get your
money back, such as wire
transfers, gift cards, crypto-
currency, or a payment app.
Anyone who insists you
pay that way is a scammer.

-Scammers will imper-
sonate a government agency
to obtain your personal in-
formation. Never give out
sensitive information, such
as your Social Security
number or bank informa-
tion, over the phone.

-Scammers will play on
your emotions. Most people
feel compelled to respond
if they believe a loved one
needs their help. Hang up
the phone and reach out to
that person directly.

If someone you know
is booked into the Dane
County Jail, our website of-
fers a “Resources for Family

NNOUNCEMENTS

and Friends” page, https://
www.danesheriff.com/Jails/
Family-and-Friends, as well
as detailed instructions on
how to bail someone out of
jail, https://www.danesher-
iff.com/Jail/Bail-Informa-
tion

If you receive one of these
calls, hang up immediately.
If you have been a victim of
this scam, report it to your
local authorities.

Platinum Card

Staff at the Mount Horeb
Public Library are excited to
roll out a new opportunity
for our patrons — a beautiful
new metal card we are call-
ing the platinum library card
— and it comes with perks
too!

Patrons can earn a plati-
num library card by check-
ing out 1,000 items from
the Mount Horeb Public
Library. Track your check-
outs via our easy checkout
tracker. Earn prizes along
the way when you reach the
200, 500, and 800 checkout
milestones. At 1,000 check-
outs you get your beautiful
new card. It’s that easy!

Platinum cards come with
ongoing perks. For example,
holders of platinum library
cards will be eligible for one
free book at the Friends of
the Library Used Book Sale

(held twice per year in the
Library Meeting Room.)
Other perks may be forth-
coming.

Stop by the library today
to begin earning your plati-
num library card. This
program was generously
sponsored by the Friends
of the Mount Horeb Public
Library.

On Tuesday, October
6, Dr Annalisa Stevenson
will present on Gardening
Success Starts with Soils.
Healthy gardens start with
healthy soils. In this presen-
tation, soil scientist and UW
Extension Master Gardener
Annalisa Stevenson will
explore how soils support
plant growth, water regula-
tion, nutrient cycling, and
other essential ecosystem
services, while highlight-
ing gardening practices that
build long-term soil health.

The club meets monthly,
every first Tuesday, 6:45PM,
at Wisconsin Surplus, Mt
Horeb, 2600 Rte 78 South,
in the Violet Room. The
building is located on the
west side of the village of
Mt Horeb (at the second exit
heading west off 18/151).
Refreshments at 6:45, pre-
sentation starts at 7:00, and

Senior Center News

the club business meeting
begins at 8:00.

Contact Gloria Davies at
jrdgrdquilt@mbhtc.net for
more.

A chance to visit
farm of the year

Thursday, October 8,
1:00 PM CDT - 4:00 PM
1762 S. Sharpes Corner Rd.

Can bird habitat and prai-
rie complement an operat-
ing farm? You betcha! Join
us for an engaging day on
Steve and Beth Albert’s
Praire Bluff Farm.

The Alberts, who are
Marbleseed’s 2026 Farmers
of the Year, are showcas-
ing their organically man-
aged egg layer farm. They
are joined by Andy Paulios,
Natural Resource Manager
with Dane County Land &
Water Resources Depart-
ment.

Andy will lead a guided
walk to share how the Al-
berts have worked with the
neighboring county park
to enhance bird habitat.
Agronomists and conser-
vationists will be on site to
help with discussion and
production curiosities. Light
locally sourced snacks will
be served.

Attendance is open to ev-
eryone but please RSVP.

September Events

Mondays and Thurs-
days, Table Tennis,
10:00am. It is open to all
levels, providing a casual
and friendly atmosphere
for playing. Fridays, Cof-
fee & Chat, 9:00am. Coffee
will be provided, or you can
bring your own. Enjoy your
morning coffee with some
conversation. Free and open
to all.

Writing Class, Your Life
as Story, with Julie Tallard
Johnson, a local author, will
be held on 9/25 from 4:30-

6:00pm. This class is for any
writer wanting to write from
life-whether as a memoir, a
collection of stories, or fic-
tion rooted in lived experi-
ence. Call the Senior Center
at 608- 437-6902 for more
information and to sign up.

Friday, September 25th,
Bingo at 12:30, $1 a card
to play. Lunch is provided.
Sponsored by The Lions
Club.

Saturday, September
26th, Oakwood Fruit
Farm in Richland Center

HANDS ON WORKSHOP:
MOSAIC GLASS LANTERNS
Create a one-of-a-kind mosaic
glass lantern to decorate and
light up your home or add

a pop of color and creativity
to your outdoor space.
September 26, 10 am & 2 pm

To sign up: facebook.com/
JadasGardenBlueMounds

NCTOpen
bidlotyoleritveek!!
[ITeOESUIINTZo1pi

SHOP!

% YOUR ONE STOP

MUMS -

COOL SEASON CABBAGE, KALE & PANSIES
FALL & HALLOWEEN DECOR  HOUSEPLANTS < GIFT CERTIFICATES

GARDEN
PUMPKINS & GOURDS

10849 VILLAGE CIRCLE + BLUE MOUNDS

608-437-GROW -« JadasGarden.com

visit. The bus will leave the
Senior Center at 10:00am.
Lunch location TBD. Please
call the Senior Center at
608-437-6902 to reserve
your spot.

Tuesday, September
29th, Movie Matinée at
1:00pm. We will be show-
ing National Treasu

re. Refreshments, pop-
corn, and snacks will be
provided! “Historian and
code-breaker Ben Gates
(Nicolas Cage) has been
searching his whole life for

a rumored treasure dating
back to the creation of the
United States. Joining an ex-
pedition led by fellow trea-
sure hunter lan Howe (Sean
Bean), Gates finds an ice-
locked Colonial ship in the
Arctic Circle that contains a
clue linking the treasure to
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. But when Howe be-
trays him, Gates has to race
to get to the document ahead
of his so-called colleague.”
There is no cost for this ac-
tivity.

NORWEGIAN DINNER

- Norwegian Meatballs
-Red Potatoes
«Corn - Peas b
«Cranberry Salad
- Lefse - Krumkake
« Assorted Desserts

Saturday, September 26
4:00 p.m. -
Adults & Youth $17 « Children 5 & Under Free

7:00 p.m.

W et

X

SPRINGDALE ].UTHERAN CHURCH

2752 Town Hall Road, Mount Horeb

UPCOMING EVENT
INFORMATION: As we
head into Fall, we are excited
to be going back to Legacy
Theater in the Dells for the
Monster Mash performance.
Please call the Senior Cen-
ter to reserve your space as
availability is limited! Your
ticket includes the bus ride,
show, and lunch. Thursday,
October 8th: Monster Mash:

“A wannabe Ghost Hunter
and his skeptical girlfriend
stumble into a mysterious
theater and discover there’s
only one way out....” Big
laughs, no nightmares! We
will leave the Senior Center
at 12:45pm. Lunch consists
of roasted chicken, a bread
roll, corn, green beans,
roasted potatoes, and des-
sert.

Best Pr'\Ces
& Quality
inthe =

Valley View Farm

NOW OPEN

YOU ASKED. WE LISTENED. WE’'RE BACK!

* Fall Garden Mums ¢ Straw Bales ¢ Gourds
e Corn Bundles ¢ Pumpkins & Heirloom Pumpkins
¢ Varieties of Squash*
*Including Our Famous Honey Nut & Delicata Squash

OPEN FOR SELF-SERVE
Daily 9:30am - 4:30pm

Thru the End of October

070 DRAMMEN VALLEY RD « MT. HOREB, WI 608-523-1452
(Accessible from Hwy. 39 or County A, Just South of Daleyville)

www.linstrothfarmmarket.com
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readers everywhere. While
not intending to answer it,
the essays also address the
age-old question, can you
go home again? Literary
figures like Thomas Wolfe
and countless others have
famously pondered this
question. While they often
found a deep disconnect
between their static memo-
ries of youth and the reality
of adulthood, I did not. My
essays explore the reasons
why my experience was
surprisingly positive. These
essays dive into why that
return brought clarity rather
than disappointment.

Our readers are already
Sfamiliar with you from
your Village Vignettes. Tell
us about how you came up
with the idea for this series,
and how that led into the
book:

Kruckman: Returning
to my boyhood home after
retiring was a deeply physi-
cal and emotional experi-
ence. My wife, Carolyn,
and I made a vow to walk
regularly, whether on the
trails in Stewart Park or in
town. During these walks,
it suddenly struck me: I was
stepping on the exact same
sidewalks that carried me to
school every day. Decades
ago, I had also been a pa-
perboy on these very streets,
learning every house and
face. As I walked, ghosts of
the past began jumping out
at me, triggering a flood of

unexpected memories—
both good and bad. Eventu-
ally, Carolyn grew a bit tired
of hearing me describe these
‘ghost memories’ and sug-
gested I try journaling as a
way to cope. I took her ad-
vice, and those notes quickly
turned into short vignettes,
poems, and story fragments.
Around that same time, |
began bumping into a few
locals who had never left
Mount Horeb—people I
hadn’t seen in decades. One
of the first was Ralph Buech-
ner, a man from my parents’
generation who was then in
his 90s. He spotted me at a
local art fair just weeks after
we moved back, and we in-
stantly connected. I started
driving Ralph around the
beautiful valleys of the
Driftless Area. As anyone
who knew him can attest,
he was a goldmine of local
history. I began penning his
stories, which inspired my
first complete essay, Ralph:
Town Hero. That shifted ev-
erything. The ghost memo-
ries were no longer chasing
me; instead, I was chasing
them, eagerly tracking down
the living links to my past.
I began writing in earnest
about the colorful charac-
ters from my childhood.
These stories eventually be-
came the weekly Village Vi-
gnettes column in the Mount
Horeb Mail. Later, a friend
suggested I compile them
into a single volume, and the
rest, as they say, is history.
What was the most
rewarding, or perhaps

surprising, thing about
compiling these stories?

Kruckman: Discover-
ing my role as a cultural
transporter! I realized I
was carrying readers back
to small-town Wisconsin
during the 1950s and early
1960s—a pivotal era of
rapid social and economic
change. 1 vividly remem-
ber the “farmer nights”
of my grade school years,
when Fridays and Satur-
days transformed Main
Street into a bustling hub.
Sidewalks were packed as
rural families brought crops
to the mills and livestock
to market, dropping by the
hardware and lumber yards
along the way. For both
town and country kids, the
energy was electric; theaters
were packed, and restaurants
boomed. While economic
shifts quickly erased this
way of life, writing allowed
me to reconnect with those
vibrant memories. Surpris-
ingly, 1 discovered that
these stories are linked by a
single theme: how deeply a
specific place shapes a per-
son’s life. Ultimately, writ-
ing this collection shifted
my return to the Driftless
area into a profound, life-
changing journey—one that
forced me to reflect on my
own path, practice gratitude,
and bridge the past with the
present.

Your tales focus very
much on time and place.
What makes this part of
the Driftless special to you?
What makes this good soil

Book Launch September 29
Join Laurence Kruckman at Mount Horeb’s downtown Driftless Historium (100 S
2nd St) on Tuesday, September 29 at 6 p.m. for the official launch of his new book,
“Driftless Anthology: Coming of Age in Western Wisconsin.” At this family-friendly,
free event, Kruckman will share his rediscovery of the hills, valleys, and small towns in
the Driftless Region where he spent his youth.
His book is a heartfelt journey in which Kruckman’s reflections and stories ex-
plore how this unique landscape—and the people and experiences within it—shaped
his life. His childhood adventures in Mount Horeb, encounters with remarkable char-
acters, memories of post-war Wisconsin and reflections on identity and belonging work
together to capture the spirit of a place unlike any other. Along the way, he introduces
readers to war heroes, teachers, soda jerks, coaches, conservationists, family members,
local legends, and lifelong friends whose influence extended far beyond their titles.
Laurence Kruckman is a medical anthropologist, educator, and writer whose work
has appeared in numerous academic journals, including American Anthropologist, So-
cial Science and Medicine, and Medical Anthropology. He taught at the University
of Wisconsin—La Crosse, Humboldt State University, and Indiana University of Penn-
sylvania. After a forty-year academic career, Kruckman returned to Mount Horeb, his
boyhood home, where he began documenting the people, places, and experiences that
shaped his life. Driftless Anthology is the result of that journey home.
For more information about this event, call the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society
at 608-437-6486 or email mthorebahs@gmail.com.

for stories?

Kruckman: Without a
sense of place, especially a
love of place (and I mean
more than just people), |
think we humans become
adrift. Capitalism forces
most people to go where the
jobs are, which many people
do, as I did, and unless we
work hard to put down roots
and feel good about a place
or respect a place, I think
we become lost souls rarely
investing in community.
Growing up in this unique
landscape, the Driftless
stayed with me and I realize
it is not the Rockies or the
Allegheny’s, but for kids it
is/was a mysterious set of
valleys, caves and quarries
that was ideal for child-
hood play, including (and

I hope I don’t offend any-
one) Cowboys and Indians.
Fortunately, my street was,
in post-war days, loaded
with boys: Haroldson’s,
Gullick’s, Aavang’s, Statz’s,
Jenkin’s, the list goes on. We
played almost every day in
the wonderful hills north of
my dead-end street, in Stew-
art Lake Park; there were
pick-up ball games in empty
lots, sledding in winter, and
so on. | also had a wide
range of jobs. Believe it not,
pin-setter, drug store gopher,
cave guide, paperboy. These
childhood adventures, my
part-time employment, and
the adult characters swirl-
ing around these activities
provided more than enough
fodder for stories.
Anything else you want

to add?

Kruckman: Most of the
book’s profits, if any, will go
to the Driftless Historium. It
represents the type of insti-
tution that every small town
needs to promote a sense of
place, to help people, even if
they’re not born here, to find
a ‘home,” to put down roots,
and respect and protect the
environment around them.
I also want to thank essay
co-authors: Carolyn White,
Wm Sutter, Jim Leary, and
Jack Pohle all contributed.
It takes a village to write a
book! The book is available
at the Historium bookstore
in Mount Horeb, bookshop.
org, on-line at Little Creek
Press, Barnes & Noble and
Amazon.

WILD

continued from page 1

village, have long worked
diligently to stamp out rural
communities in the name of
alleged progress. In recent
years, the insatiable maw of
development has devoured
much of Wisconsin’s rich-
est farmland as a proces-
sion of small family farms
are pushed out of business.
Farming, which has been
the heartbeat of the human
experience since the Neo-
lithic Revolution, has in-
creasingly come under the
domain of big business as
people become more and
more detached from their
food sources.

And yet, standing here
surrounded by tall grasses,
fluttering butterflies, and
swaying explosions of yel-
low and lavender flowers,
there is a discernable, palpa-
ble glimmer of hope for the
future. It’s hard not to be op-
timistic when surrounded by
the beauty of the unadulter-
ated Wisconsin landscape.

“‘Laugh ... Be joyful
though you have considered
all the facts,”” says Laufen-
berg. “That’s my favorite
Wendell Berry quote.”

Laufenberg, a 2006 Mount
Horeb High School gradu-
ate, spent years living out
west and trained and worked
in the field of ecology.

“For most of my 20s I
got paid to count birds,” he

tion, and biodiversity.”

WHAT IS WILDING?

According to Mad Agriculture, Wilding is “an ecological framework built around the
strategic integration of perennial cover—native prairies, silvo-pasture systems, peren-
nial crops, and riparian buffers—into working agricultural landscapes to reconstruct
habitat connectivity and build a functionally connected, multi-use habitat network ca-
pable of delivering ecosystem services, supporting species movement, and maintain-
ing biodiversity across watershed and regional scales. Sustaining that network requires
financial structures and commercial opportunities that make coordinated stewardship
economically viable for the farmers and landowners doing the work.”

“Decades of research document the extent to which the conversion of perennial cover
to cropland has diminished ecological function and demonstrate that strategically sited
native perennial cover can produce substantial improvements in water quality, soil func-

laughs.

But he recently returned
home, drawn by the fact that
Wisconsin, despite fervent
efforts to destroy it, retains
something of Tolkien’s
“Shire.”

Laufenberg is currently
working as a “Wilding”
Manager for Mad Agricul-
ture, a national non-profit
striving to create a new en-
vironmental and economic
system in which the land
and its people can both
thrive. The idea is so simple
it sounds slightly insane,
hence the “Mad” name, a
reference to Berry’s poetry:
That people, wild plants and
animals, domestic plants
and animals, and all of soci-
ety can thrive together.

The best place to start is
on farms.

“The basic idea is that we
can show up gracefully,”
says Laufenberg.

The idea of “Wilding” is
to replace desecrated spaces
with sacred ones; to swap

vast monoculture for eco-
logically intense, diverse
parcels where food, nature,
culture and fun all joyously
mingle. The idea is to trans-
form agriculture and make it
regenerative.

“Plants, you know, they
make homes for all the other
critters, of course,” explains
Laufenberg. “So, in theory,
the more plant species you
have, the more bugs and ev-
erything else.”

Located just outside
Mount Horeb, the 50-acre
Laufenberg family farm,
which sits on the headwa-
ters of the Sugar River, is
being used to showcase the
potential of Wilding. Here,
the two crops that dominate
industrial agriculture have
been replaced by hundreds
of others. In the space of
a few short seasons, it has
transformed into an eclectic
paradise. Today, rather than
two species of plants, there
are hundreds.

“Biodiversity is a reflec-

tion of the resilience of
the fabric of our common
home,” Laufenberg ex-
plains.

“You know, two years ago
there were two members of
the plant kingdom on this
entire property,” he contin-
ues. “A big, domestic grass:
corn. And a big, domestic
legume: soy. And that first
year we got it to 20 species,
so an entire magnitude of
two, to 20, when we planted
out the pastures with a
10-species mix, mostly non-
native cool weather stuff,
pasture that grows fast and
can be grazed off and grow
back quick. And we planted
a bunch of different trees,
honey locust, oak, two dif-
ferent little orchards with
persimmon, apple, pear. I
thought it would take the rest
of our lives to get to 200, to
get to the next magnitude,
but this year we planted 170.
So, it’s about 200 now.”

The more plants there
are, the more animals can

thrive. Human beings, for
those who might have for-
gotten, are a species of ani-
mal, which is similar to all
others in nearly everything
except its remarkable capac-
ity to either harm or heal its
planet.

With or without people,
the world will always exist
in a state of flux. It is in bio-
logical diversity that it sur-
vives through the challenges
of perpetual change.

“Maybe at the heart of it,
maybe at the heart of ecol-
ogy is just one tenant, and
that is constant change,”
muses Laufenberg. “Don’t
fall for the illusion of stabil-
ity.”

A small, diverse farm is
a healthy farm, he reasons.
Its capacity for change al-
lows it to thrive through heat
and cold, flood and drought,
good fortune and bad.

“You know, this year July
was awfully hot and awfully
dry,” he says. “That means
certain species out of that
170 species we just put in
did really poorly. It was too
harsh, they died, germinated,
whatever. But other species
were like, ‘Yeah, okay, I can
roll with this.” And if you
have enough diversity in a
space to kind of roll with
the dynamic nature that has
always been, whether in cli-
mate to some degree, [ mean
obviously the intensity and
frequency of kind of anoma-
lous events is increasing,

things can thrive.”

Mad Agriculture works
to make regenerative farm-
ing and Wilding projects
economically feasible, se-
curing funding to make
more diverse farms a reality.
The Wilding program pro-
vides funds and expertise to
“bring nature back into the
farmscape.” Most often, that
takes the form of converting
marginal lands to prairie,
said Laufenberg.

“It can still be hayed and
grazed as part of the work-
ing lands mosaic while also
contributing meaningfully
to biodiversity and soil and
water health,” he said.

As Wilding manager,
Laufenberg facilitates the
design and build of each
project. If enough people
do it across the nation, there
will be immense corridors of
“wild” farms through which
species can freely move.

The idea is not to punish
humans for living on the
land, but to reward them
for doing so in a way that
is healthy. If people’s food
is healthier and happier,
and if the places it grows
are healthier and happier, it
stands to reason that all of
society will be happier and
healthier, too.

“We are what we eat,”
says Laufenberg, “and so are
animals and so are plants.”
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Prime Time Plus builds community
through travel, education and connection

Bank program offers trips, events and educational opportunities designed to
keep clients connected and engaged

By Alec Finger
Finger Publishing

For Lake Ridge Bank cli-
ents age 50 and older, Prime
Time Plus offers more than
an opportunity to travel.
The program, led by PTPC
Director Katie Magyera,
combines trips, local activi-
ties, educational programs
and social events with an
emphasis on building con-
nections among members.

Magyera oversees the
bank’s Prime Time Plus ef-
forts alongside Associate
Director Jenny Gutzmer,
who helps coordinate the
program’s activities and
travel opportunities.

Magyera said the program
has been part of the bank for
nearly 35 years, continuing
through the transition from
State Bank of Cross Plains
to Lake Ridge Bank.

Today, Prime Time Plus
has about 4,000 members,
with about 1,500 people ac-
tively traveling or participat-
ing in events throughout the
year.

Gutzmer is excited to be
involved with one of the

area’s only bank-sponsored
travel and event groups for
clients.

The program is open to
bank clients age 50 and
older who meet basic re-
quirements. Once a member,
they receive the Prime Time
Plus newsletter and can par-
ticipate in the program’s
events and trips. Members
also receive benefits includ-
ing free checks on a check-
ing account and a discount
on safe deposit boxes.

While travel is one of the
program’s most visible fea-
tures, Magyera said Prime
Time Plus is designed to
serve members at different
stages of life.

Its offerings include ex-
tended domestic and in-
ternational trips, day trips,
local activities, appreciation
events, banking education,
estate planning seminars,
fraud and identity theft edu-
cation, and instruction on
digital banking tools.

The travel program is de-
signed to remove much of
the planning burden from
members. Magyera and
Gutzmer accompany mem-

ATTIC ANGEL

Looking to regain your
strength after hospitalization?

Needing care for a loved one
while you recharge or travel?

Our short-term respite and recuperative
stays for 55+ provide many amenities

and most importantly,
piece of mind.

We also offer long-term suites!

Call now for availability 608.662.8878

Lake Ridge Bank Prime Time Plus Director Katie
Magyera and Associate Director Jenny Gutzmer pose in
front of Peggy’s Point Lighthouse during a Prime Time
Plus trip. Photo contributed by Lake Ridge Bank.

bers on trips, coordinate
with tour operators and han-
dle much of the communica-
tion and logistics.

“We can really meet the
needs of both the most avid
traveler and a new traveler
by just being there to take
care of every detail,” Mag-
yera said.

That approach can be par-
ticularly appealing to people
who have spent years plan-
ning family vacations and
are ready to let someone else
handle the details.

The program also aims
to make group travel acces-
sible to people who may not
have a regular travel partner.

Magyera said some mem-
bers have spouses or part-
ners who no longer want
to travel, while others have
lost a spouse or are traveling
alone.

“They still want to travel,
and being part of our com-
munity makes it feel really
safe to do so,” Magyera said.

Trips vary considerably in
length and structure. Recent

ESTD —

c
Ompant

== SUNRISE
AUCTION COMPANY

Serving Wisconsin statewide

BID | SELL | WIN

FULL-SERVICE
ESTATE LIQUIDATION
Selling an estate? Downsizing? Selling a collection?
Let our family help yours.

FIREARMS / COINS / JEWELRY
Antiques / Farm Toys / Tools
Sports Memorabilia / Collectibles & More

Online auctions. Nationwide bidders.
CALL TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR ITEMS

608-219-5026

SunriseAuctionCompany.com

A hot air balloon ride over the Maasai Mara in Kenya
offers Prime Time Plus travelers a unique way to experi-
ence the region. Photo contributed by Lake Ridge Bank.

examples included Costa
Rica at 10 days, France at
nearly two weeks and an
Oregon and Northern Cali-
fornia trip that lasted nine
days and covered approxi-
mately 1,400 miles by bus.
An upcoming Asheville trip
is planned for five days.

The program has also
been incorporating more
free time and choices into
trips based on member feed-
back.

“To help ensure we con-
tinue to offer programs and
trips our clients will enjoy,
we survey participants after
every event or trip to see
how we can improve cur-
rent offerings or add new
trips and programs,” Mag-
yera said.

That feedback has helped
shape upcoming trips. New
Orleans was selected after
repeated member requests,
while Kenya is being of-
fered again after three years
because of continued inter-
est.

The program’s local ac-
tivities provide another way
for members to participate
without committing to an
extended trip.

Prime Time Plus has
taken members to Lambeau
Field and on a Lake Geneva
lunch cruise, while upcom-
ing activities include a tour
of American Family Field
and a visit to the Harley-
Davidson Museum.

The program’s annual

See PRIME, on next page

SURPLUS SUDS

LAUNDROMAT & PET WASH

Life Easier

One Load & One
Paw at a Time!

SURPLUSSUDS.COM - 608-333-5208

100 S. WASHINGTON ST., MT. HOREB



PAGE 8

MOUNT HOREB MAIL

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

PRIME

Continued from previous page

appreciation concert, for
example, drew about 650
people this year. Magyera
said some longtime travelers
who no longer take extended
trips still attend the concert
to reconnect with friends
they made through Prime
Time Plus.

Education is another sig-
nificant component of the
program.

Recent offerings have
included a four-part estate
planning seminar as well as
sessions on digital banking
tools, digital wallets, fraud,
identity theft and safer bank-
ing practices.

Magyera said education is
an important part of Prime
Time Plus because the pro-
gram is designed to provide
more than travel opportuni-

' Al

Elyée & Eric

ties.

“We have identity theft
seminars. We have fraud
seminars. So the jazz hands
are what excite people,
right? The travel, but there
is a lot that comes back to
the client,” Gutzmer said.

Magyera said the program
also focuses on helping
members plan for the future
and stay safe while manag-
ing their finances.

“How to keep you safe,
how to plan for the future,
how to be thoughtful with
that, and that’s really impor-
tant to us,” she said.

The Prime Time Plus
newsletter also serves as a
way to share information
about banking safety and
changes to banking proce-
dures.

Beyond the travel and
educational components,
Magyera said the relation-
ships formed through Prime
Time Plus are what make the
program meaningful.

“It’s the people,” Magyera
said when asked about the
most rewarding part of the
program.

She said the relationships
formed through the program
can extend beyond individ-
ual trips and events.

“It’s a group of strang-
ers coming onto a bus and
leaving as family. It doesn’t
matter where we go, people
leave connected,” Magyera
said.

Magyera said Prime Time
Plus also aims to supple-
ment, rather than replace,
the work of local senior

INSURING
CONFIDENCE
IN YOUR FUTURE

Get peace of mind!

Located in Monticello ® Also Serving the Surrounding Areas

A rhinoceros moves through as tour buses observe from nearby. Photo contributed

by Lake Ridge Bank.

centers.

“Our communities also
have really amazing se-
nior centers that offer a lot
of these amazing pieces as
well,” Gutzmer said. “We
like to think that we just
supplement all the amazing
base work that happens at
the senior centers.”

For eligible clients who
have never participated,
Magyera has a simple invi-
tation: “Get on the bus.”

Magyera said members

can bring eligible guests,
and nonmembers under age
50 may also participate as
guests, subject to applicable
limits and fees. Adult chil-
dren have joined their par-
ents on trips.

The goal, Magyera said,
is to give people an oppor-
tunity to experience the pro-
gram rather than simply hear
about it.

“A lot of people don’t get
it until they see it in action,”
she said.

Ultimately, Magyera and
Gutzmer described Prime
Time Plus as a way for
people to form connections
while exploring new places
and experiences.

“They might not know
each other well, and they
leave as family. They leave
as friends,” Magyera said.

For a program that has
been part of the bank for
nearly 35 years, that sense
of connection remains at its
center.

Please join us for the
Fall Community Conversation:

How Food Shapes
Brain Health As We Age

September 29, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Middleton Performing Arts Center

and streaming online
Free and open to all

Presented by: Learn more and RSVP

Wisconsin Alzheimer’s

Disease Research Center
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH

608-265-0407
adrc.wisc.edu/FCC2026
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Move up and down your stairs
smoothly, safely, and on your terms.

Comfort you feel the moment you sit
down, all the way to the top.

Proudly made in America, combining
local craftsmanship with trusted quality.

GO FARTHER. SMARTER. HAPPIER. FASTER. STRONGER. TOGETHER.

Call Today for a
FREE Quote

1-866-456-1161

(608) 223-3000 « www.lakeridge.bank ¢ Member FDIC
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How arthritis affects daily
life and mohility

Arthritis is a broad cate-
gory of joint and connective
tissue disorders that impacts
around one in five people in
both Canada and the United
States, according to the Ar-
thritis Society of Canada.
In fact, arthritis is a leading
cause of disability for many
people around the world.
Arthritis becomes a greater
concern as people age. That’s
particularly so with osteoar-
thritis, which is degenerative
condition caused by repeated
use and stress on joints.

Common symptoms of
arthritis include joint pain,
swelling, reduced mobility,
and physical weakness. Such
signs underscore how much
arthritis can affect daily life.
Symptoms may come and
go, but it’s not always easy
living with arthritis, particu-
larly rheumatoid arthritis.
Also, in some people, rheu-
matoid arthritis can damage
body systems beyond the
joints, including the skin,
eyes, lungs, heart, and blood
vessels, says the Mayo Clin-
ic.

There is no cure for arthri-
tis, so working on lifestyle
changes can improve quality
of life and help people man-
age day-to-day tasks more

There is no cure for arthritis, so working on lifestyle
changes can improve quality of life and help people
manage day-to-day tasks more easily.

easily.

. Lose weight: Car-
rying around extra weight
can put greater stress on
joints, causing more pain
and stiffness. Losing a little
weight can help alleviate
stress on hips and knees and
facilitate mobility.

. Take medicine:
Talk to your doctor about
which medicines might be
available to help manage
daily symptoms. Certain
prescriptions and over-the-
counter options can help pre-
vent flare-ups and may even
reduce the risk of further
problems.

. Find balance: Johns
Hopkins Medicine suggests
toggling between activ-

ity and rest to protect joints
and lessen symptoms. Take

breaks when needed, and
don’t feel down on yourself
if you can’t exercise for as
long or as intensely as you
once did.

. Get regular activ-
ity: Certain exercises can
help reduce joint pain and
stiffness. Consult with a doc-
tor about what you can do to
keep joints flexible. Swim-
ming, walking and low-
impact aerobic exercise can
promote flexibility.

. Talk to someone:
Arthritis also can come with
emotional symptoms that
you may want to discuss
with a mental health profes-
sional

Arthritis affects millions
of people’s lives, but man-
agement of the condition can
improve quality of life.

4 Estate Planning
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4 Probate Services
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1100 Springdale St.
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Fully Install

Over Your Tub?

Install “The Step” today!
Works on Existing Tubs

Free Estimates ¢ Call Steve at 608-225-3938

f www.wi-walkinshowers.com ¢ Locally owned in Verona, Wi

Great gifts for retirees

Millions of working pro-
fessionals may feel as though
retirement is a long way off.
But data suggests retirement
may be a lot closer than many
people believe. According to
separate findings from the
Employee Benefit Research
Institute and the Transam-
erican Center for Retirement
Studies, the average worker
in the United States retires
at 62. Professionals tend to
work a little longer in Can-
ada, where Statistics Canada
notes the average retirement
age in 2025 was 65.

Regardless of which coun-
try professionals call home,
retirement is a milestone mo-
ment worthy of celebration.
Retirees may have their own
private celebrations planned,
but loved ones can still make
this notable moment in a per-
son’s life more meaningful
with the right gift.

. Luggage: Give a
nod to many retirees’ stated
desire to travel more in re-
tirement by gifting some new

luggage. Hard shell luggage
is particularly durable, which
may be especially useful
for individuals who plan to
become jetsetters now that
they no longer have to work.
Personalize the gift by hav-
ing the recipient’s initials
monogrammed onto the new
luggage.

. Chef’s knives: An-
other goal many people have
upon retiring is to fine-tune
their culinary skills. Some
feel a chef is only as good
as his cutlery, so the gift of
a professional chef knife set
can get retirees on the road to
crafting delicious, top-notch
meals.

. Reading chair:
Many working adults lament
that they have little time to
read, a common refrain that
no longer applies once pro-
fessionals retire. A brand
new comfortable reading
chair can make an ideal gift
for retirees with a bucket list
of books to get through now
that they have plenty of time

to read for pleasure.

. Ergonomic garden-
ing tools: Ergonomic gar-
dening tools are easy on the
joints and tailor-made for
new retirees who now have
plenty of time to invest in
their gardens and landscapes.
Pair the tools with a cush-
ioned kneeling pad and stur-
dy gardener’s gloves and re-
tirees will have all they need
to get to work in the great
outdoors.

. Photo albums: Any-
one with a smartphone is fa-
miliar with the notion that
great pictures are routinely
snapped but easily forgotten
thanks to the ease of taking
photographs in modern life.
Some high-end photo albums
can encourage retirees to
take a stroll down Memory
Lane as they pick and choose
memorable photographs to
include in their new books.

Retirement is a milestone
moment in life that can be
made even better with the
right gift.

‘BADBERHEARING

Serving Mt. Horeb & the Surrounding Areas!

> Seeing New Patients

> Most Insurances Accepted
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Current Hearing Aids
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Saturcéy, choge'r 70, 7:30 pm.

Get ready, Parrot Heads! Gone 2 Paradise is heading to
Middleton, and you don’t want to miss this unforgettable night
of music, fun, and island vibes! With over 20 years of cele-
brating the legendary music of Jimmy Bulffett, this show will
transport you to a Margaritaville state of mind. Fins up!

Friends of the
Performing
Center

Middleton-Cross Plains Area

Ar

The Performing Arts Center is located on the north side of
Middleton High School, 2100 Bristol Street.

Tickets on sale NOW
Adults: $45, Students: $15

Individual tickets can be purchased at
www.friendspac.org
or by calling 608-886-3103
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Practices that can benefit
seniors’ mental health

Making an effort to main-
tain and safeguard mental
health is a key component of
a healthy lifestyle, and that’s
as true for seniors as it is for
children, young adults and
men and women in middle
age. Seniors can embrace
a number of practices and
habits to safeguard their
mental health well into their
golden years.

. Spend more time
with family. Spending time
with family members can
be especially beneficial for
adults 70 and older. Ac-
cording to a 2023 study
published in the Journals
of Gerontology: Series B,
adults without family ties
had worse mental health and
were less likely to engage
socially than older adults
who were close to their
family. The researchers be-
hind the study noted those
benefits are not affected by
distance, as even the older
adults who lived far away
from their family members
but maintained strong social
ties to their families enjoyed
higher levels of mental
health and social participa-
tion than seniors with no
such connections.

. Exercise regularly.
Routine exercise also can
have a profound impact on
seniors’ mental health. The
Anxiety & Depression As-
sociation of America reports
that evidence supports the
notion that exercise can
shift attitude, mindset and
mood in a positive way. An-
other study found that adults
who participated in a regular
physical activity program
experienced reduced rates
of long-term and acute de-
pression.

. Incorporate travel
into your golden years.
Working professionals have

Seniors can embrace a number of practices and habits
to safeguard their mental health well into their golden

years.

long expressed an intention
to travel more during re-
tirement, and doing so may
have an even bigger impact
than seniors realize. Accord-
ing to a joint report from the
Global Coalition on Aging
and the Transamerica Insti-
tute® released in 2025, reg-
ular travel has been shown
to lower Alzheimer’s risk
by up to 47 percent, a ben-
efit researchers link to cul-
turally enriching activities
like visiting museums and
exploring historical land-
marks. The same report also
notes that travel helps to ad-
dress loneliness and social
isolation, which are mental
health issues that the senior
population is especially vul-
nerable to, particularly dur-
ing retirement.

o Volunteer. The
Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem notes that volunteering
can boost mental health in a
number of ways. Volunteer-
ing has been found to reduce
stress and increase positive,
relaxed feelings. The Mayo
Clinic also notes that volun-
teering leads to lower rates

Nutrition Coordinator

Apply in person or send

nwdss.org

Part Time - 9am-1pm Mon-Fri
Typically no weekends or holidays, some flexibility
Manages Meals on Wheels, Congregate Lunches,
nutrition education, meal quality, meal ordering,
meal reservations, volunteers and scheduling,
Willing to get or have ServSafe Manager Certificate

resume to execdir@nwdss.org ;

1837 Bourbon Rd, Cross Plains

e

Northwest Dane
Senior Services

of anxiety and depression,
particularly among adults
65 and older.

Mental health is part of
a healthy lifestyle. Seniors
can look to various prac-
tices to protect their mental
health and reduce their risk
for conditions such as social
isolation, loneliness and de-
pression that affect a great
number of older adults.
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Gan cataracts be prevented?

Vision should be cher-
ished at every stage in life.
However, as one ages and
vision changes become
more profound, it is even
more important to stay
abreast of what can be done
to care for the eyes in the
hopes of preventing certain
conditions, including cata-
racts.

Cataracts are the cloud-
ing of the eye’s natural
lenses. The World Health
Organization estimates that
cataracts affect more than
94 million people glob-
ally. Cataracts also account
for nearly 45 percent of all
blindness cases.

Even though cataracts are
considered an unavoidable
part of the aging process,
some people wonder if they
can be prevented. Reeds-
burg Area Medical Center
says that, while one cannot
entirely stop the biological
aging of the lens, delayed
onset and reduced sever-
ity of cataracts is possible
through targeted lifestyle
choices.

According to EyeHealth
Northwest, by age 80, more
than 90 percent of adults
will either have a cataract
or have already undergone
surgery for them. Techni-

Safety that lets you
enjoy the little things.

Call Now to Redeem Over $230 in Savings!
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assist you!

cally cataracts cannot be
prevented, but these steps
can help push cataract de-
velopment further into later
life.

. Wear  sunglasses
with UV protection. The
consensus among experts is
that prolonged exposure to
ultraviolet B rays acceler-
ates the breakdown of lens
proteins. Consistent use of
sunglasses that offer 100
percent UV protection can
greatly slow this protein
degradation. Wraparound
frames will block light from
the periphery as well as the
front.

. Lower oxidative
stress. Preventing oxidative
stress, a primary driver of
lens opacification, can be
achieved through diets rich
in antioxidants, says Pre-
mier Eye Care of Eastern
Idaho. Lutein, zeaxanthin
and vitamin C act as shields
for the eye. Eye Physicians
of Long Beach says the risk
of age-related cataracts re-
duces by around 26 percent
for every additional 10 mg
of carotenoids added to a
person’s diet.

o Manage diabe-
tes. The National Institutes

of Health says individu-
als with diabetes face a 63
percent higher likelihood of
requiring cataract surgery
compared to those without
the condition. Managing
high blood sugar will pre-
vent sorbitol from deposit-
ing in the lenses and causing
cloudiness earlier in life.

. Quit smoking:
Smoking is a key factor in
cataract development, says
Optometrists.org. Smokers
have a 1.66 times greater
risk of developing cataracts
than non-smokers because
the toxins in tobacco smoke
can deplete the body’s natu-
ral antioxidant stores.

Although it may not be
possible to turn off aging
and prevent cataracts entire-
ly, cataracts can be delayed
and made less impactful
through lifestyle changes.

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

call833-605-204

to get your 45-day
risk free trial.

Revolutionary technology with touchscreen control.
Hearing modes for any environment.
Multiple models to choose from.

Portable charging case.

48-hour battery life.
UV cleaning.

Background noise
cancellation.

45-day risk free trial.

Wl Audien Hearing
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SENIOR COMMUNITY

At Oakmont, independent living for adults 55+
comes with thoughtful comforts, modern amenities,
meaningful connections, and peace of mind.

Studios - 1 BR - 2 BR

Atom X

Pet-friendly - Near shops, dining, & culture
Includes: breakfast, housekeeping, utilities
Fitness room & optional classes « Pub & Happy Hour
Professionally managed by Attic Angel

841 North Main Street in Verona
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robreischel @gmail.com

Follow Rob Reischel
on Twitter at
@robreischel

Mount Horeh skipper steps
down after 16-year run

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Time is a thief.

Like many parents,
Mount Horeb baseball
coach Ryan Finley is expe-
riencing that first hand these
days. Finley’s son, Jaxen,
is a freshman pitcher for
Edgewood’s baseball team,
while his daughter, Macie,
is a junior at MHHS.

Understanding that time
is one thing you can never
get back, Ryan Finley re-
cently decided to do some-
thing different with his.

So Finley resigned as
Mount Horeb’s skipper after
a terrific 16-year run.

“I’'m a little bit of a slow
learner, I guess, but with
Jaxen moving to college
about a month ago, I fi-
nally realized how quickly
life moves,” Finley said.
“Coaches have to sacrifice a
lot of their own family time
to spend with other people’s
kids, and I certainly enjoyed
doing that. But I want to be
able to make as many of

Jaxen’s college baseball
games as I can this spring.

“I also have an amaz-
ing daughter, Macie, who
is already a junior in high
school. I understand much
better now how much things
will change when she gradu-
ates and moves to college in
a couple of years. Whether
she likes it or not, that poor
girl is going to get a lot of
dad time over the next two
years before she graduates.”

Finley leaves with a 199-
174 overall record and a
bevy of memories from
big games, team trips and
countless relationships.

Mount Horeb won the
Badger West Conference
championship in 2013 be-
fore falling to River Valley
in the regional finals that
year.

“Winning the conference
championship in 2013 was
an amazing experience,”
Finley said. “I coached
many of the seniors on that
team as freshmen when we
were all part of the JV team.

continued on page 16
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After 16 seasons as Mount Horeb’s baseball manager, Ryan Finley (left) decided to step down. File photo

by ROB REISCHEL
Snorts Editor

Kickoff was still 48
hours away.

His team was mired in a
three-game losing streak.
And the doubters were out
in full force.

That’s when Mount
Horeb-Barneveld football
coach Bret St. Arnauld had
a promise.

“You’ll never see a team
play harder than we will
the rest of the season,” St.
Arnauld said.

That was certainly evi-
dent last Friday, when the
Vikings took out their re-
cent frustrations on Fort
Atkinson and routed the
visiting Blackhawks, 50-6.

Sophomore quarter-
back Preston Myers had a
sensational performance,
throwing four touchdowns
on just nine passes. Senior
running back Eli Maier had

135 rushing yards on only
nine carries — a whop-
ping 15.0-yard average.
Maier also had two rush-
ing touchdowns and three
two-point conversion runs.
And the MH-B defense
held Fort without a first
down in the first half and
limited the Blackhawks to
21 yards of total offense.
The Vikings improved
to 2-3 overall, 1-2 in the
Badger Small Conference
and won their first game
since Aug. 21 when they
defeated WIAA Division 3
defending state champion
Grafton in Week 1. MH-B
also snapped a three-game
losing streak, which was
its longest since the 2019
campaign.
Fort fell to 1-4, 0-3.
“All last week I felt like
Captain Smith on the Ti-
tanic,” St. Arnauld said.
“But I believe that this
story is going to have a dif-

ferent ending than that one
did.

“I’'m fully anticipating
that we’ll save everybody.
Is it too late? It’s not too
late. We just had to change
the mindset.”

That was at the top of St.
Arnauld’s “to-do” list after
MH-B fell to Beaver Dam
on Sept. 11.

St. Arnauld and his staff
took an honest look at
themselves and admitted
there had been slippage in
some key areas. It trickled
down to the team, which
was evident in MH-B’s
early-season play.

So St. Arnauld & Co.
preached culture, disci-
pline and work ethic. And
after MH-B had arguably
it’s best week of practice
this season leading into the
Fort game, its fiery head
coach felt things were
about to get back on track.

continued on page 15

Henry DeRosier and Mount Horeb-Barneveld’s football team routed Fort Atkinson, 50-6, last
Friday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld
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Mount Horeh close to
putting it all together

by ROB REISCHEL
Snports Editor

Mount Horeb’s boys soc-
cer team is looking for a
branch of consistency to
hold onto.

When they do, look out.

That’s how Vikings coach
Rick Gage feels.

Mount Horeb defeated
Janesville Parker, 9-2, and
fell to Fort Atkinson, 2-1,
last week. The Vikings are
now 4-3-2 overall and 1-2
in the Badger Small Confer-
ence.

“I feel that this team is
close to really breaking
through,” Gage said. “We
have played well this sea-
son. We have had some re-
ally good results and some
frustrating results.

“While we have been dis-
appointed in some games,
we also know that we are
capable of playing with any-
one. We have some things
to clean up and the team
continues to be positive and
working hard in practice.”

Here’s a recap of the Vi-
kings’ week.

e Mount Horeb 9, Janes-
ville Parker 2 — Romain
Gilles, Marcos Gallastegui
Luna and Veyron Ruef each
had two goals as Mount
Horeb won the battle of Vi-
kings on Sept. 14.

Nathan Holt, Gavin Van
Gorden and Gavin Schultz
each had a goal, as well.

Parker Smith and Gilles
both had two assists, while
Holt, Gallastegui Luna and
Ruef each had an assist.

“This was a game that we
figured we would control
from start to finish,” Gage
said. “On film we thought
we would be able to con-
trol things both offensively
and defensively. The game
pretty much played out as
we thought it would.

“We are a little banged up,
so it was a good chance to
give everyone good play-
ing time and to try players
at some different positions.
The game was never in
doubt. I thought all play-
ers did a good job creating
offensive chances and our
defense did a good job of
controlling the back line.”

e Fort Atkinson 2,
Mount Horeb 1 — Mount
Horeb dug itself a 2-0 hole
and couldn’t climb all the
way back on Sept. 17.

Romain Gilles had a goal
for the Vikings, but it wasn’t
enough.

“Watching film on Fort we
figured this would be a close
game,” Gage said. “They
are fast and a sure tackling
team. I felt that we would be
able to move the ball on Fort
and create plenty of offense,
but figured they would be
dangerous on the defensive
side.

“Fort plays on a smaller
field and they like to attack
quickly by playing balls
over the back line and then
using their quick forwards to
create goal scoring chances.
On a smaller field this can
be a very dangerous attack
as you don’t have as much
room to stop them. We have
a quick back line so I fig-
ured as long as we kept our
shape on the back line that
we would be just fine.”

Mount Horeb created
plenty of early chances, but
couldn’t convert. Then in
the 32nd minute, the Black-
hawks cleared a ball up the
field that snuck through the
Vikings’ defense, found a
Fort player who slotted it
home.

“It was frustrating to be
down 1-0 as I felt we had
created the better chances in
the game,” Gage said. “But
we had to try to fight our
way back into the game.”

Mount Horeb’s Holt hit
the top of the crossbar in
the 35th minute. Then in the
39th minute, Fort was able to
convert again after a Mount
Horeb defensive breakdown
and the Blackhawks grabbed
a 2-0 halftime lead.

“We were frustrated com-
ing in at halftime,” Gage
said. “We felt we had played
well and missed some good
chances. We had two mis-
takes that led to us being in
the hole.”

Mount Horeb switched to
a 3-4-3 instead of its normal
4-4-2 to begin the second
half.

“We needed to get goals to
get us back into the game,”
Gage said. “Three defend-
ers in the back was going to
expose us to more chances
from Fort, but we needed
to play more offensively to
get back into the game. We
came out of half playing
well. We were creating lots
of chances.”

Finally, in the 57th min-
ute, the Vikings broke
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Romain Gilles (9) and Mount Horeb’s boys soccer team split a pair of matches last week. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

through.

Donovan Rahman played
a through ball to Gilles in
the box. Gilles put a move
on the goalie and slotted the
ball home to pull the Vikings
within 2-1.

“We were playing well
and had some momentum
so I thought we would get
another goal and level the
game up,” Gage said. “We
continued to create chances,
but were just not able to get
the ball into the back of the
net.”

As the half played out,
though, Mount Horeb began
to tire and couldn’t find the
equalizer.

“We were frustrated with
not winning the game,”

LAND
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SPRING GREEN, WI 53588
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Gage said. “We felt there
were long stretches of the
game where we put Fort
under a lot of pressure, but
were unable to find the net.

“I feel like the team is
playing good soccer right
now, but we are making
some small mistakes that are
putting us in a hole. Addi-
tionally, we are doing a good
job of creating offensive
chances, but just haven’t
been able to put the ball in
the back of the net enough
against better teams.”

* On deck: The Vikings
hosted Dodgeville/Min-
eral Point on Tuesday, then
host Stoughton Thursday
at 7 p.m. Both teams are in
Mount Horeb’s sectional

Serving the
area for

MLWIG 25 Years!

UTO CLINIC

608-437-5112

WE SERVICE
Domestics « Imports
Classics « Exotics
Cars « SUVs
Light Trucks

Thanks to all our Valued Customers!
3137 Hwy 78, Mount Horeb
HELWIGAUTO.COM
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next month.

“We will work on clean-
ing up our mistakes on the
field and keep working
on finishing our offensive
chances,” Gage said. “We
are a young team and some-
times young teams are in-
consistent. The goal is to be
a consistent team from start
to finish and we will have
two good chances this week
to show it.”

Scott’s Custom Services
Scrap Metal Pickup

Junk pries
Scott Shelstad - Owner « Mt. Horeb
Please leave a Message

608-279-4227
Will Pick up all types of metal.

Dodgeville

& Openers Sales
& Service

Home, Farm or
Commercial

Call Doug at
608-935-0076

GARAGE DOORS
AND OPENERS

Black Earth, WI
Mon-Fri 9-7,
Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5

CLASSIFIED
NETWORK

OF WISCONSIN

MISCELLANEOUS

Audien Hearing. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen
controls. No tiny buttons, apps or
prescriptions. 45-day risk free
trial. Free shipping. Lifetime
support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien
1-833-824-3349.

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just  $20/month. For more
information, call 1-833-518-2155.

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-855-948-3442 to
schedule a FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate. Get 15%
off your entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install
a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For a limited
time, waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary by
dealer. Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-844-260-2934.

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-
355-6955 today to schedule a
free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-888-425-2108
today!
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Vikings cruise past Portage/Poynette

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

There’s nothing quite
like Senior Night, as teams
pay homage to individuals
that have given so much to
their program.

Mount Horeb’s girls
swimming team honored
seniors Maddie Becker,
Madeline Evans, Delilah
Gasch and Ellie McKillips
on Sept. 15.

The Vikings then went
out and dunked Portage/
Poynette, 106-55.

“I was really happy with
what we saw,” Mount
Horeb coach Kaitlin

O’Rourke said. “I think the
biggest takeaway for me is
that we’re starting to see
our practice plan show up
in the results.

“We’re still very much in
a heavy training block right
now, so to come out and
have event wins, lifetime
bests and girls continuing
to drop time is really excit-
ing.”

Mount Horeb’s Lucy Pe-
terson won the 200-yard
freestyle, while Haylie
Becker was second. Peter-
son also won the 100-yard
freestyle, while Becker
was third.

The Vikings’ Ava Beg-
linger won the 100-yard
butterfly, while CeCe Wat-
son was second and Emma
Erickson was third. Evans
won the 500-yard freestyle,
while McKillips was third.

The Vikings quartet of
Peterson, Haylie Becker,
Evy Vedo and Gasch won

Vikings’ quartet of McKil-
lips, Charlotte Johnson,
Nora Carroll and Vedo was
second.

The Vikings’ 200-yard
medley relay team of Wat-
son, McKillips, Maddie
Becker and Vedo was sec-
ond, while the foursome of
Gasch, Coe, Erickson and
Evans was third.

Watson was second in
the 200-yard IM and Coe
was third. Becker was sec-
ond in the 100-yard back-
stroke and Heidi Sheahan
was third.

Coe was second in the
100-yard breaststroke,
while Beglinger was third.
Gasch was also third in the
50-yard freestyle.

“I just really liked how
they raced,” O’Rourke
said of her team. “They’re
becoming more confident,
and I think we’re starting
to see them understand that
all of those hard practices
have a purpose.

“Coming off a really
strong runner-up finish
at Lodi and then rolling
into another dual win was
a great stretch for this

group.”

Overall, O’Rourke is
thrilled with where her
team is one month into the
season.

“We’ve been asking a
lot of them in practice —
building their aerobic base,
doing a lot of race-pace
work and really challeng-
ing them to get comfort-
able swimming fast while
they’re tired,” O’Rourke
said. “We aren’t trying to
be at our fastest in Septem-
ber, so when we’re already
seeing lifetime-best swims
at this point, or super close
to their end of season taper
swims, that tells me the
work is translating.

“Overall, I'm really en-
couraged by where we are.
There’s still a lot of work
ahead of us and a lot of
season left, which honestly
makes some of these early
results even more excit-
ing.”

* On deck: The Vikings
were at the Lodi Triple
Dual Tuesday, then head to
the Jefferson Invitational
Saturday at 10 a.m.
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Delilah Gasch and Mount Horeb’s girls swimmers downed Portage/Poynette on Senior Night.

Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Public Power Week
Is Almost Here

Madison: 608-237-6116
cremationsocietyofmadison.com

Only serving Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Green, Jefferson, Richland, Rock and Sauk counties

the 200-yard freestyle,
while the foursome of
Maggie Coe, Erickson,
Watson and Evans was
second.

Mount Horeb’s 400-
yard freestyle relay team
of Evans, Maddie Becker,
Haylie Becker and Peter-
son was first, while the

“’ Wick
Buildings

Each year, we join communities across the country in celebrating
the value of locally owned utilities. Here at home, that means
reliable service, local accountability, and people who care about
our community because they live here too.

Milwaukee: 414-384-2424

cremationsocietyofmilwaukee.com
Waukesha: 608-237-6116
cremationsocietyofwaukesha.com

Only serving Milwaukee, Waukesha, Sheboygan, Washington, Ozaukee, Walworth, Racine and Kenosha

[ PUBLIC POWER WEEK IS OCTOBER 4-10 ]
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mounthorebutilities.com - (608) 437-3084

At Mount Horeb Utilities, we join forces with other local, not-for-profit utilities
through WPPI Energy to share resources and lower costs.
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Contact Us Today! WickBuildings.com 855-438-9425
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by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

The regular season is
complete.

The second season has
arrived.

And Mount Horeb’s girls
golf team hopes to make
some noise.

The Vikings wrapped up
their Badger Small Confer-
ence mini-meet schedule
last week with a third place
finish at the Reedsburg
Country Club on Sept. 15
and a second place show-
ing at Coachman’s Golf
Resort on Sept. 17.

“I feel we are in a good
spot heading into the time
of the season when you
want to be playing your
best golf,” Mount Horeb
coach Nolan Krentz said.

Here’s a recap of the Vi-
kings’ week.

BADGER MINI-
MEET (at Reedsburg)

Madison Edgewood
finished first with a 179,
while host Reedsburg
(206) and Mount Horeb
(208) rounded out the top
three.

“Reedsburg Country
Club was a difficult chal-
lenge for the entire field,”

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Mount Horeb’s girls vol-
leyball team hosted its an-
nual, nine-team Viking
Invite on Sept. 19.

And Mount Horeb gave
an impressive performance,
reaching the championship
match before falling to Lodi.

“We have things we are
working on cleaning up,
but we continue to be ex-
cited about where we’re at
and what is in front of us,”
Mount Horeb coach Josh
Smelzer said. “The girls are
competing and doing some

------
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For all your brush

clearing needs.

Pastures, trails & wooded areas.

Krentz said. “Scores were
high across the board as
players struggled to navi-
gate the tree-lined course
and the hazards coming
into play on most of the
front nine.

“We were close to finish-
ing in second as a team on
the day, but unfortunately,
were just a couple strokes
short as has been the case
in several of our mini-
meets this season.”

Junior Ella Baber led
Mount Horeb with a 49 and
junior Harper Birkeland
carded a 50. Baber tied for
sixth place individually in
the 35-player field, while
Birkeland tied for eighth.

Senior Jadyn Schellp-
feffer finished with a 51
and tied for 11th, and se-
nior MacKenzie Meinholz
added a 58.

“Course management
is important every round
and its importance is only
heightened at a course as
challenging as Reedsburg,”
Krentz said. “Sometimes
getting the ball back into
play is all you can do and
gives you the better chance
at saving strokes instead
of trying to play the heroic
shot which often leads to
higher scores. We had nine

really great things, and
we’re excited to continue
building from here.”

Mount Horeb opened pool
play with a 25-12,25-11 win
over Madison La Follette.
Elaina Imbus had seven kills
for the Vikings, while Pippa
Barsness had 12 assists,
Claire Casey had 10 assists
and Courtney Monroe had
12 digs.

Lodi then rallied past the
Vikings, 23-25, 25-23, 15-
13. Imbus again led Mount
Horeb with 12 kills, while
Casey had 14 assists and
Claire Wagner-Leek had
seven digs.

Give us
a call or
check
us out
online!

608.225.1169
www.timpostservices.com

scores higher than a triple
bogey as a team and that
proved to be the difference
between second and third
in the end.”

BADGER MINI-
MEET (at Coachman’s)

The Vikings posted a
team score of 190 and fin-
ished second, behind only
Edgewood, which carded
a 165.

“We played extremely
well at Coachman’s,”
Krentz said. “The weather
was far from ideal with
cool temperatures and on
and off rain showers, but I
thought we were resilient
throughout the round in
matching our second-best
nine-hole score of the sea-
son as a team.”

Baber led the Vikings
with a 41 and finished in
fourth place individually
out of 35 golfers. Play-
ing the back nine, Baber’s
round was highlighted by
pars on No. 11, 13, 14, and
16.

Schellpfeffer had an-
other solid performance,
finishing with a 47 to tie
for eighth after parring No.
15. Birkeland added a 49
and finished in 13th place
individually, while Mein-

That left Mount Horeb
with the No. 4 seed in the
Gold Bracket, and the Vi-
kings opened with a 25-
17, 21-25, 15-9 win over
Barneveld. Mount Horeb
followed that with a 21-
25, 25-22, 15-12 win over
Monona Grove and ad-
vanced to the championship
match.

The Vikings won the first
set in the title match, 25-18.
But Lodi rallied back and
captured the final two sets,
25-18, 15-12.

Imbus had seven kills in
the championship match,
while Monroe had 11 digs
and Casey had 13 assists.

Madison Edgewood also
toppled the Vikings, 25-15,
25-22, 23-25, 25-16, in a
Badger Small Conference
match on Sept. 17.

Imbus had 14 kills and 13
digs for the Vikings, Casey
had 13 digs, nine assists and
five aces, Quinn Johnston
had 12 assists and Monroe
had 17 digs.

The Vikings also com-
bined their annual Youth
Night with a Pro Night cel-
ebration, welcoming several
players from LOVB Madi-
son — a United States pro-
fessional women’s indoor

Jadyn Schellpfeffer and Mount Horeb’s girls golfers wrapped up their conference mini-meet
season last week. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

holz and senior Maddie
Niemetscheck both shot
53s.

Both Baber and Niemets-
check had personal best
rounds.

Mount Horeb was at the
Badger Conference tourna-

volleyball team.

Among the special guests
were Mimi Colyer, a former
University of Wisconsin
outside hitter and current
LOVB Madison outside hit-
ter; and Annemarie Hickey,
a former UW libero and as-
sistant coach, who currently
serves as an assistant coach
for LOVB Madison.

Colyer and Hickey signed
autographs for fans, ad-
dressed the crowd with short
speeches, and shared their
experiences in the sport.
Hickey also spoke to the
Vikings before the match,
giving the team a special
pregame message.

“Having them in our gym
was absolutely amazing,”
Smelzer said. “It was a great
opportunity for our players
and our community to in-
teract with people who have
reached the highest levels of
the sport.”

The night also provided a
memorable experience for
Mount Horeb’s youngest
volleyball players. Youth
wearing a volleyball jersey
received free admission
and had the opportunity to
be part of several special
moments throughout the
evening. The young ath-

ment Monday, then heads
to the WIAA Division
1 Tomah Regional
at Hiawatha Golf Club on
Sept. 30.

“With our conference
mini-meet schedule com-
plete, we now turn our at-

tention to postseason play,”
Krentz said. “We had one
of our best performances
of the season (at Coach-
man’s) and hopefully we
can keep that going mov-
ing forward.”
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Elaina Imbus and Mount Horeb’s girls volleyball team fin-
ished in second place at the Viking Invitational last Saturday.
Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

letes formed a tunnel for the
varsity team to run through
before warmups, stood
alongside a varsity player
during the National Anthem,
and received signed posters
from the Vikings following
the match.

“It was a great opportu-
nity for these young ladies
to be part of what their

role models do,” Smelzer
said. “We want our youth
program to be about more
than just teaching volley-
ball skills. We want these
athletes to feel connected to
the high school program and
see what they can aspire to
become.”
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continued from page 11

“It was a culture thing,
and we talked about the
culture around here slip-
ping a little bit,” St. Ar-
nauld said. “Ultimately, the
buck stops with me. We’ve
go to a better job holding
each other accountable and
making sure that culture
doesn’t slip.

“It’s easy to come up
with excuses, but we all
need to look ourselves
in mirror and fix it. Now,
we’ve laid a road map. We
are so laser focused on get-
ting the culture back.”

In retrospect, Fort caught
MH-B at the absolute
worst possible time.

Not only were the Vi-
kings angry, they’re begin-
ning to get healthier.

Standout defensive end
Henry Loger, who suffered
a concussion in Week 2,
then got the flu when he
ready to return, was back
to help ignite MH-B’s de-
fense. Loger finished the
night with three tackles for
loss and four tackles over-
all.

Others are close to re-
turning, as well.

DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS:

NOON WEDNESDAY

the week prior to publication.

For rates and deadline information for
multiple paper insertion, please call

608-767-3655 or email:
classifieds@fingerpub.com

“We could be really
healthy by Week 8, St.
Arnauld said.

With MH-B hungry —
and healthier — it took a
month of frustration out on
the Blackhawks.

The Vikings put up 30
first quarter points and 50
in the first half alone, while
making sure the Black-
hawks’ offense never got
out of neutral.

“We were laser focused,”
St. Arnauld said. “Our
message was, ‘Go get it
done.””

Boy, did they ever.

Maier had an 8-yard
touchdown run just 3 min-
utes into the game, then
added the two-point con-
version run to make it 8-0.
Myers hit Cullen Olson
with a 20-yard TD pass
and Meier tacked on the
conversion run that pushed
MH-B’s lead to 16-0 with
7:08 left in the first.

Meier ripped off a 53-
yard TD run and added
the two-point conversion
to make it 24-0 with 5:15
left in the opening quarter.
And before the quarter was
over, Myers hit Django
Christian with a 36-yard
TD to give MH-B a 30-0

CHURCH NOTES

Immanuel Lutheran- ELCA
310 W. Main St. Mount Horeb
608-437-8733
10am Sunday Worship
www.immanuelmh.org/
1st Steps Childcare
608-218-4425

Vermont Lutheran Church-
ELCA
9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, W1 53515
www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Mt. Horeb United Methodist
Corner of Hwy. S & Hwy. 78
Sunday Worship: 9am online

and in person
umcmh.org
Celebrating God's Inclusive
Love

West Blue Mounds Lutheran
Church

2962 Church St., Blue Mounds

608-437-3493
Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: Every 2nd & 4th
Sunday of the month, 10 am

twosteeples.org

Good News Lutheran Church
- WELS
9975 Pepper Dr, Mt Horeb
Pastor Jonathan Bauer
Thursday Worship: 6:30 pm
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
Sunday School and Bible
Study: 10:15 am
608-437-4646
GoodNewsLC.org

Mt Vernon United Church of
Christ
1693 Washington St., Verona
608-832-6677
Sunday Worship, in-person and
on Facebook Live, 10:15 am
We are an Open and Affirming
Congregation~ Contact us at
pastor@mtvernonucc.org or
visit our website
http://mountvernonucc.org

Mt. Horeb Evangelical
Lutheran Church — ELCA
315 E. Main St. 608-437-5012
www.elcmthoreb.org
5 pm Saturday Worship
9 am Sunday Worship

Springdale Lutheran Church
2752 Town Hall Rd.
608-437-3493
Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: 1st, 3rd & 5th
Sundays of the month at 10am
twosteeples.org

New Hope Evangelical Free
Church
639 S. Eighth St., Mt. Horeb
Phone: 608-437-3273
www.newhopeefc.org
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service

Perry Lutheran Church
ELCA
1057 Hwy 78 S, Mt. Horeb
608-437-5294
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
WWW.
perrylutheranchurchelca.org

St. Michael The Archangel
Parish
~St. Ignatius Catholic Church
109 S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb
608-437-5348
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am
Tuesday, 5:30 pm,
Weds-Friday, 7:30 am;
Sat. 5:00 pm
~Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church
10070 Spring Valley Dr.,
Mount Horeb
Mass: Sunday 8:00 am

reading
the

paper!

lead.

Just 36 seconds into the
second quarter, Myers and
tight end Henry DeRosier
connected on a 23-yard TD
pass to give the Vikings’ a
36-0 advantage. Myers
then found Sam Grundahl
for a 46-yard TD midway
through the second quarter
as the Vikings’ lead bal-
looned to 43-0.

Haiden Jeglum then had
a 6-yard TD run with 3:20
left in the first half and
MH-B carried a 50-0 lead
to halftime.

“We went back to the
drawing board after Bea-
ver Dam and asked our-
selves which way are we
going?” St. Arnauld said.
“We couldn’t let that los-
ing streak sideswipe the
program.”

St. Arnauld went deep
into his bench during an
extremely fast moving sec-
ond half.

And while there was a
lot to like about MH-B’s
bounce back win, perhaps
the most positive develop-
ment was the continued
growth of Myers.

The sophomore quarter-
back completed 88.9% of
his passes (8-of-9), aver-

LASSIFIED

aged 18.6 yards per pass
attempt and threw four
touchdowns.

“He played a really good
game vs. Fort,” St. Arnauld
said of Myers. “It’s unfair
of us to ask a young QB
to go win us a game. But
he put us in good spots,
threw a lot of terrific balls
and has shown really good
growth.”

Defensively, sophomore
Barrett Slaney had a team-
high seven tackles and two
tackles for loss, Dilyn Ran-
dle had a fumble recovery
and the Vikings finished
with 10 TFL’s as a team.

Overall, it was the kind
of effort the Vikings des-
perately needed — and
one that gives St. Arnauld
hope that his team can fin-
ish 2026 with a bang.

“If we can run the table
and get to 6-3, we can
get a (No.) 3-seed and be
extremely dangerous in
the playoffs,” St. Arnauld
said. “If that happens,
there’s not a team out there
we’d be afraid of and I be-
lieve we could go and ruin
somebody else’s season.

“But we’re not out of
the woods yet. Not even
close.”

“WE'VE BEEN
SITTING ON
THIS STUFF FOR
T00 LONG...”

THEN SELLIT
INTHE

CLASSIFIEDS!
608-767-3655

FREE
Stock Book
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New ¢ Used ¢ Surplus

MULTI-METAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER

Pipe - Plate - Channel - Angle - Tube - Rebar - Bar Grating, Expanded Metal -
Sheet - Lintels - B-Decking - Pipe Bollards - Decorative Iron Parts
| & H Beams $3 & up per foot

STAINLESS STEEL & ALUMINUM
ROUGH SAWN LUMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES
STEEL ROOFING & SIDING

FABRICATION ¢ CRANE SERVICE * STEEL PROCESSING
414 3rd Street, Palmyra ¢ 262-495-4453 « www.PalSteel.com
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@ Improve Accessibility
@ Comfortable Design

""{) Made in the USA

6750 OFF

+ FREE Installation
of your new
Safe Step Stairlift t

Call Today for a
FREE Quote

1-844-721-1493

Financing Available with
= Approved Credit

* On deck: MH-B hosts
Sauk Prairie (3-2, 2-1) in
its Homecoming game Fri-
day at 7 p.m.

The Eagles tied for the
conference title last season
with MH-B and Madison
Edge-wood. Sauk Prairie
has reached the playoffs
two straight years after
having gone just once be-
tween 2008-2023.

“Randy (Wallace) runs a
great program over there,”
St. Arnauld said of the Ea-
gles. “Where Sauk is now
vs. when I first got here
is night and day. Randy’s
done just a great job and
I have a ton of respect for
him.

“I always look forward
to our games with Sauk.
It’s going to come down to
our style vs. their style. We
just have to keep playing
with the effort level we did
last week (against Fort At-
kinson) and I think we can
continue to turn this thing
around.”

Sept. 11

Mount Horeb/Barneveld 50,
Fort Atkinson 6

Fort cceeeeceennenes 0060—6

MHB ...... 30 20 0 0 — 50

MHB — Eli Maier 2 run (Maier
run)

MHB — Cullen Olson, 20, pass

( ART. \

ASK FOR
MORE.
W —

For more information about the
importance of arts education, please contact
www.AmericansForTheArts.org.
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PUBLIC NOTICE * PUBLIC NOTICE]
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
DANE COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
THOMAS M. La FLEUR
D.O.D. 8/25/2026

Notice to Creditors
Case No. 26PR558

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1.An application for informal
administration was filed.
2.The decedent, with date of
birth 11/15/1951 and date of
death 8/25/2026 was domiciled
in Dane County, State of
Wisconsin, mailing address of
700 Reid, Mt. Horeb, WI 53572.
The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent’s estate is
12/28/2026
3.A claim may be filed at the
Dane County Courthouse, 215
S. Hamilton Street, Madison, WI
53703, Wisconsin, Room 1005.
FILED
08-26-2026
CIRCUIT COURT DANE
COUNTY, WI
Attorney Terese M. Hansen
Hansen Law Office
111 East Verona Avenue
Verona, WI 53593
(608) 772-3939
Bar Number 1000988

Publish: 9/10/26, 9/17/26, 9/24/26
WNAXLP

from Preston Myers (Maier run)

MHB — Maier, 53, run (Maier
run)

MHB — Django Christian,
36, pass from Myers (conversion
failed)

MHB — Henry DeRosier, 23,
pass from Myers (conversion
failed)

MHB — Sam Grundahl, 46, pass
from Myers (Olson kick)

MHB — Haiden Jeglum, 6, run
(Olson kick)

FA — Vicente Martinez, 1, run
(conversion failed)

TEAM STATISTICS

Total yards — MHB 387, FA
21. Rushing (Att.-Yds.) — MHB
21-187, FA 22-19. Passing yards
— MHB 200, FA 2 62. Passing
(Comp.-Att.-Int.) — MHB 13-17-1,
FA 4-11-0. Fumbles-lost — MHB
0-0,FA 1-1.

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) — MHB:
Eli Maier 9-135, Lucas High
2-36, Haiden Jeglum, 4-21, Myles
Thompson 1-3, Harvey Hellen 5-(-
8). FA — Vicente Martinez 16-22,
Grayson Eske 5-5, Jordan Mbow
1-(-8). Passing (Att.-Comp.-Yds.-
TD-INT) — MHB: Preston Myers
8-9-167-4-0, Harvey Hellen 5-8-
33-0-1. FA: Jordan Mbow 3-7-3-
0-0, Nathan Riddell 1-3-(-1)-0-0,
Grayson Eske 0-1-0-0-0. Receiv-
ing (Rec.-Yds.) — MHB: Django
Christian 3-52, Sam Grundahl 1-46,
Henry DeRosier 2-20, Eli Maier
1-20, Brady McCue 2-16, Quinn
Frenz 1-3, Haiden Jeglum 1-1. FA:
Parker Recob 1-2, Vicente Martinez
2-1, Grayson Eske 1-(-1).

Rate: $13.00 for up to

10 words, additional words are
30¢ each. Ads must be paid in
advance by credit card by calling
608-767-3655; or at our central

office in Black Earth —
Finger Publishing, Inc.,
1126 Mills St., Black Earth

ADS WANTED

We are looking for highly motivated
business owners looking to advertize
job openings in this newspaper.

Inquire at our office: 608-767-3655

NOTICE
SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Third Door Storage-Barneveld
200 West Industrial Drive

Barneveld WI
Unit D36 - Kimberly DeWitt
Unit Contains personal

items, furniture, boxes
Auction will be conducted

online at storagetresures.com
Publish: 7/16/26 WNAXLP

TOWN OF PRIMROSE
NOTICE

The Town of Primrose will
hold the 2026 Budget
Workshop for the 2027
municipal budget on Tuesday,
September 29", 2026 at 8468
County Road A, Verona, WI,
beginning at 7:30pm.

Should the budget not be
finalized that evening, a con-
tinuation of the workshop will
be held on Monday, October
5t beginning at 7:30pm
during the October regular
board meeting.

The agenda for this meeting
will be posted at the Town
Hall, Mount Vernon Auto,
Primrose Church, and on the
Town website. A summary of
the agenda will be available
on the voice message system
at 608-832-6660.

Publish: 9/24/26 WNAXLP
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continued from page 11

Then, when I got the head
coaching job, I knew I had
some great kids coming up
through the program.”

Mount Horeb, which has
reached the state tourna-
ment just once in school his-
tory (1987), came extremely
close twice under Finley.

The 2017 Vikings won a
memorable game over River
Valley in the regional finals
and defeated Prairie du
Chien in the sectional semi-
finals. But Beloit Turner de-
feated Mount Horeb in the
sectional finals that season.

Then in 2021, the Vikings
once again won a regional
championship and downed
Lodi in the sectional semi-
finals. Jefferson edged the
Vikings, though, in the sec-
tional finals.

“The two teams that made
it to the sectional finals were
really special teams,” Finley
said. “They just loved each
other on and off the field,
and as a result, did some
special things during those
seasons.”

The baseball program
began its annual Strike-Out
Cancer game in 2015 under
Finley, and that event has
raised more than $87,000
since. Amy Arneson helped
get things started with that
event 11 years ago, while
Christa Olsen and Joy Fin-
ley ramped things up to
where they are today.

“That really brought the
community together and
taught the players so many
lessons about community,
family, resilience, and play-
ing for a cause bigger than
ourselves,” Ryan Finley
said.

In this year’s Strike-Out
Cancer game, $15,000 was
raised, while Jaxen Fin-
ley pitched a gem, holding
Madison Edgewood to one
run in 5 1/3 innings. Jaxen
Finley also went 2-for-3
with a two-run home run in
the bottom of the first inning
— the only home run of his
high school career — as
Mount Horeb defeated the
Crusaders, 4-1.

“The last Strike-Out Can-
cer game that I coached will
be something I will never
forget,” Ryan Finley said.
“With all the excitement of
that night, and for Jaxen to
put on a performance like
that against an Edgewood
team that made the sectional
finals that year, that will al-
ways be a special moment
for me.”

Finley took his team to
Miller Park/American Fam-
ily Field five different times
over the years, which was a
tremendous experience for
the Vikings and their fami-
lies.

Finley also began taking
Mount Horeb to Wisconsin
Dells during spring break
early in his tenure. Eventu-
ally, that turned into spring

break trips to Florida for the
Vikings and their families.

“Cubby Osterloo helped
convince me years ago to
take the team on an over-
night trip to the Dells and
rent the turf fields up there
to play a game over spring
break for some team bond-
ing,” Finley said. “We did
that for a number of years
and eventually turned that
into spring break trips to
Florida.

“I would say having the
opportunity to provide ex-
periences like these for the
boys over the years is what
I’'m most proud of. When
we first started taking the
boys to Florida, it was the
first time for a handful of
them that they had ever been
to the ocean. The Strike-Out
Cancer games and Miller
Park games are experiences
they won’t ever forget, and
our baseball program helped
make those memories pos-
sible for them.”

The Vikings also put tre-
mendous teams on the field
most years, finishing in the
top half of the league seven
times during Finley’s ten-
ure.

“I think we played a lot
of really good baseball in
Mount Horeb over the years,
and I was lucky enough to
coach and get to know a
lot of great young men and
their families,” Finley said.

Now, Finley will have
even more time for his own
family. But he also knows
leaving his “baseball fam-
ily” won’t be easy.

“I’ve probably made it to
over 95% of my kids’ ath-
letic events over the years,
and I think that’s important
to them, and I know it’s im-
portant to me,” Finley said.
“I want to be able to con-
tinue doing that.

“Hopefully, that will in-
clude some true family
spring breaks in March,
which was never really a
possibility during baseball
season. I'm excited that I’ll

Ryan Finley went 199-174 during his 16 seasons as Mount
Horeb’s manager. Finley led the Vikings to the sectional finals
twice and a Badger West Conference championship in 2013.

File photos

have more time and flexibil-
ity to be with my family.
“But what makes this
such a difficult decision is
that I’ll be losing my base-
ball family. The bond you
form with the players and
coaches each season, when
you spend so much time
together, will definitely
be what I miss the most.

The practices, games, and
watching the kids develop
each season and over the
course of their high school
careers are what it’s all
about. I’'ll be at as many
games this spring as I can
make, but it will definitely
be a weird experience being
on the other side of the
fence this spring.”

IMPLEMENT _JonnDEERE

" SLOAN

Upland Hills’

Health ——
Healthcare Employment Opportunities

Become a part of a growing and dynamic health care
organization that was named a TOP 100 Critical Access
Hospitall We have a wonderful variety of employment
opportunities available including:

*Mammography Technologist eSterile Processing

- Mt. Horeb Technician
*Occupational Therapist (OT) eRevenue Integrity Specialist
- Hand Therapist eRegistered Nurses (ED,

SNF, OR, Float)
*Sleep Technologist (Nights)
e Certified Diabetes Care

*Physical Therapist
¢Clinic CMA / LPN / PCT
e Certified Nursing Assistant

(P.M., Nights) & Education Specialist
e Certified Pharmacy (CDCES)
Technician

°Imaging Technologist (PM.,
Nights)

eEmergency Dept Technician

eCulinary Aide

*Medical Coding Specialist

°Quality Data Analyst

eHome Health Registered
Nurse

Sloan Implement in Mount Horeb is
currently looking for:

Lawn and Garden Service Technician:

To learn more about these and other great job opportunities,
go to our website at: www.uplandhillshealth.org

800 Compassion Way, Dodgeville, WI 53533

Independent Luxury
Apartments

At Oakmont, independent
living for adults 55+ comes
with thoughtful comforts,
modern amenities,
meaningful connections,
and peace of mind.

SENIOR COMMUNITY
\ OakmontSeniorCommunity.com

Responsibilities:

e Setup New Equipment e Perform Basic Repairs
& Maintenance e Desire to Learn and Help Others

Job Requirements:

e Driver’s License w/ Good Driving Record

e Basic Set of Tools

o We are willing to train!

For a complete job description and to apply online
visit sloans.com or call 608-437-5501

Sloan Implement is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Pet-friendly /
Pub and Happy Hour
Includes: Break

. Housekee

<] ATTIC ANGE

MANAGEMENT SERVI

Open House 9-Tlam
st &3rd Wednesdays

608.653.1800

841 N. Main St.
Verona, WI

a3
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